
COUNTRY 5DHAKA WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 15, 2021, BHADRA 31, 1428 BS

‘Laal Shaplar Beel’ drawing huge crowd
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

A huge crowd is thronging every 
day to see thousands of blossomed 
bright red water lilies blanketing a 
swamp that spreads out in Ujirpur 
and Agailjhara upazilas.   

Located about sixty kilometres 
away from Barisal city, the thousand-
acre swamp is popularly known as 
‘Laal Shaplar Beel’. Most part of the 
beel lies in Satla union of Ujirpur 
while the rest in Agailjhara.  

Locals said the red water lilies 
grow naturally the low-lying area 
when it is filled with water in the 
monsoon and the blossoming 
of the flower can been seen from 
August to October. Later on, when 
the swamp dries up, the land is used 
for cultivation of Boro rice.  

Kajal Ghosh, a manager at a 
pharmaceutical company, brought 
his wife and children from Barishal 
to ‘Laal Shaplar Beel’. He said his 
mood was a bit dampened while 

traveling on dilapidated road on 
way to the site and due to absence of 
tourist facilities in the area. 

However, he and his family forgot 
all that at the amazing sight of so 
many red water lilies, he said, adding 
that the place has the prospect to 
be a tourist hotspot for the whole 
country if suitable infrastructure 
and services for tourists are properly 
developed there.

Another visitor, Sharmin Haq, 
said she was awestruck to see the 
‘Laal Shaplar Beel’ and its beauty 
could not be expressed in words.

Catering to the demand of an 

increased number of visitors, many 
locals found a seasonal source of 
income by providing boat rides in 
the beel.     

Boatman Moti said tourists have 
been pouring in since August, but 
most of them complained about 
poor road condition and lack of 
essential services and facilities for 
tourists at the site.    

Satla Union Parishad Chairman 
Shahin Hawladar said the beel was 
deserted for about two years due 
to the coronavirus situation. But 
thanks to thousands of visiting the 
place every day -- from Barishal and 

other parts of the country -- many 
locals are now making a living by 
operating tour boats.

Now at least two hundred tour 
boats are being operated from ten 
different points of the beel, but 
business in the area will flourish 
further when the road repair work 
and the restrooms are completed, 
he added.

Ujirpur Upazila Nirbahi Officer 
Praniti Biswas said the Ministry of 
Tourism and Civil Aviation last year 
has undertaken a project to develop 
infrastructure and other facilities 
including restrooms for people 
visiting the ‘Laal Shaplar Beel’.

As part of the project, construction 
work on a boat jetty, at a cost of Tk 
40 lakh, will start by the end of this 
year.

Besides, six kilometres of road 
will be repaired in the area by 
Local Government Engineering 
Department, he also said.

Sons beat up mother, 
physically challenged 
sister over occupying 

land
Case statement says three sons of the 

septuagenarian woman stabbed her during the 
incident

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

An ill-fated septuagenarian mother and 
her physically and mentally challenged 
daughter were beaten up and driven out 
of home by her three land-hungry sons 
allegedly for occupying 1.33 acres of land. 

Elderly mother Jamela Bewa with her 
daughter Sabina Khatun has taken shelter 
at the house of her another daughter 
Rahima Khatun. 

The incident took place at Dakshin 

Gobdha Bhitarkuti village of Durgapur 
union under Aditmari upazila in 
Lalmonirhat. 

After the incident on September 2, 
Jamela Bewa with her challenged daughter 
went the house on Monday (September 6) 
morning, they were barred from entering 
the house again, alleged Jamela Bewa. 

Jamela Bewa said that while her 
husband Jasim Uddin was alive, he 
divided the land among his six sons and 
five daughters. 

At that time, he gave 54 decimals land 
to Sabina Khatun and 79 decimals land 
to her. 

After the death of her husband, her 
three sons-- Iman Ali, Saiful Islam and 
Saidul Islam--used to cultivate their lands 
and gave them share of the crops. With 
this crop, Jamela Bewa lived separately 
with her challenged daughter. As her three 
sons suddenly stopped giving the share of 
crops, she wanted the land back in her 
possession. 

At this, the trio got enraged and stabbed 
their mother Jamela Bewa on July 30. 

The eldest son Iman Ali was arrested 
in a case filed at the police station in 
connection with the incident. After being 
released on bail, Iman Ali and others 
started torturing their mother and the 
disabled sister again.

Jamela Bewa said that when she went 
on her land on September 2, they got 
angry and beat her up and drove her and 

Sabina out of the home. ‘I have lodged 
a written complaint with the police. My 
disabled daughter and I are now suffering 
from insecurity, ‘ she said. 

Shafiqul Islam, the youngest son of 
Jamela Bewa, said that the land of their 
elderly mother and disabled sister was in 
the possession of their three elder brothers. 
As they are anti-social and quarrelsome in 
nature, nothing can be said against them. 
The police are investigating and they will 
take legal action, he said.

Contacted the eldest son Iman Ali over 
his mobile said that he would give reply 
through the legal means. He expressed 
unwillingness to reply to the queries from 
the journalists. 

Aditmari Police Station Officer-in-
Charge (OC) Saiful Islam said a case was 
lodged earlier in the same incident. After 
investigating the incidents before and 
after the case, the police will prepare a 
charge sheet and submit it to the court 
soon.

Jamela Bewa along with her challenged daughter has been driven out of home by 

her three land-hungry sons in Lalmonirhat’s Aditmari upazila. 

Panchagarh district administration on Monday distributed bicycles among 406 village police members, including 

23 females, serving in 43 unions under five upazilas of the district, aiming to control social curses like sexual 

harassment, child marriage and reducing crime in remote areas. 

Located about 60 kilometres away from Barisal city, 

the thousand-acre swamp is popularly known as ‘Laal 

Shaplar Beel’. Most part of the beel lies in Satla union of 

Ujirpur while the rest in Agailjhara. 

44 fishermen 
detained
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

Members of the forest 
department in a drive 
detained 44 fishermen 
from Dubla area in the 
Sundarbans for entering 
the forest without prior 
permission.

The forest guards also 
seized four fishing trawlers 
and huge banned fishing 
nets during the drive on 
Monday night. 

All the arrestees hail 
from different villages 
under Indurkani upazila 
of Pirojpur, Divisional 
Forest Officer (DFO) of 
the Sundarbans East Forest 
Department Mohammad 
Belayet Hossain said.
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