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A couple of weeks ago I woke with a start, 

fresh from a nightmare of rushing to school 

but missing the bus. Except, I have not been 

a school student in at least a decade and 

a half. Perhaps, this helps me relate to the 

kids better in that I still carry some of the 

stress from my time there, and being late 

was just one of the things.

As schools the world over gear up to 

reopen after periodic shutdowns due to 

the coronavirus pandemic, Bangladesh has 

kept educational institutes closed for over 

a year and a half, since March last year. In 

light of the country’s insufficient health 

infrastructure, it seems like a sensible 

decision, even if a bit overcautious. Many 

children have missed out on the big-leap 

exams like SSC, HSC, O Levels and A Levels, 

and higher education students have been 

ruing the loss of potential work years as 

their lack of certificates held them back 

from applying to various jobs. 

But now, as a fresh government directive 

could be opening up schools for real, how 

will it affect the numerous individuals 

whose lives will again see a great change? 

The first stakeholders in this are 

obviously the students, and true to their 

nature, the reactions are mixed, depending 

on age, schooling level, and also individual 

personalities! The youngest of the lot, who 

are more concerned with the cute little 

chairs and toys and colours at school, have 

nothing but excitement. But as you go up 

the age groups and ask about how children 

feel about going back to school, it reveals a 

mixed scene. 

From grade 5 onwards, even as most 

children feel lonely and isolated, many of 

them got used to the more relaxed vibe of 

the online classes, and the gentler rigour of 

the online school day. 

A student of class seven said that they 

have slept more in this year than they slept 

in the seven years past, as there is so much 

pressure that most kids only manage to 

get 4/5 hours on weekdays. Another in 

class 9 said that they relish being able to sit 

back and do classes and not be forced into 

awkward interactions with teachers and 

fellow students. 

One child said the imposed social 

distance had cut down the drama from 

their lives, and they stayed in touch with 

only those who care about each other. 

On the other hand, some children 

cannot wait to go back to school to meet 

their friends, play during tiffin time, and get 

away from the confines of their homes. The 

prolonged confinement has been torture, 

enough to cause them tremendous pain, 

and the idea of school is just relief. Little 

and cute concerns about school uniforms 

being too small and early mornings being 

difficult also abound.

The other stakeholders are parents. 

While many of them worry about safety and 

the health of their children, most are happy 

to expect some normalcy back into their 

and the children’s lives. 

A dear friend, mother to two children, 

said that for online school where just tasks 

were assigned, she had to do a major part 

of teaching herself, and it was difficult as 

working mother, to manage that extra time. 

Many parents have hopes that schools 

will put in extra effort towards pandemic 

protocols, and perhaps introduce rotational 

classes where the large batches are broken 

up with only a small number going to class 

each day. Others feel that even if school 

open, children should be eased into the 

concept, with one or two days of physical 

classes and the rest of the days remain 

online. 

As teachers, most of us like to see 

our children up front, and it is easier to 

gauge a child’s reaction, attention and 

understanding when they are sitting right 

in front of our eyes. It is also easier to bond 

with, and nurture each child according to 

their specific style and requirements. 

In my perfect world, long after the 

Coronavirus is a distant memory, in 

crowded cities like Dhaka where commute 

is so difficult, all school that are capable 

would continue classes with an ideal 

combination of three days on campus and 

two days online, so that all involved can cut 

out the painful commute for two days and 

use that time more constructively. 

See you back in school! 

By Sania Aiman 

The back to school business

The Sorry Tale: Apologies in a relationship
A serious relationship 
is difficult because it’s 
not about just you, 
it’s about putting your 
ego aside for the sake 
of the relationship to 
achieve something 
that matters to both 
of you. You might feel 
like saying sorry makes 
you seem vulnerable 
and weak in the 
relationship. 

Some think that apologising is degrading. 

In reality, an apology is the indication that 

you care about the relationship more than 

you care about your anger and contrary to 

what you have been led to believe, it’s not 

degrading. 

Admitting your mistake means that you 

recognise what you did wrong and you are 

willing to work on it to improve yourself. 

Which is a very admirable quality. 

In many ways, a relationship is like a 

bicycle. Just like a bicycle needs two wheels 

running at the same time for it to move 

forward, a relationship needs two people 

working on it for it to move forward. And 

just like you do not learn to ride a bicycle 

properly without falling down first, your 

relationship is not solidified till you have had 

your first fight. And with a fight, comes the 

next part — an apology. 

Bill Burr, the comedian who is known for 

his controversial stand ups knows this. As he 

pointed out in a heated special — “How are 

you gonna solve it if you don’t figure it out?”  

If Bill Burr can figure it out, you can do it too. 

Miraj Ahmed, a graduate student 

was reminiscing about his long-distance 

relationship as he pointed out how not 

saying sorry led to his breakup. 

“It was never symmetrical. First it was me 

who only said sorry. Then we were broken up 

for a while and when we got back together, it 

was only her saying sorry. Then we broke up 

again and it was me back to me apologising 

constantly. Looking back at it, it was always 

one sided and that’s why the relationship 

didn’t last,” said he in a gloomy tone. 

Sumaiya Parvin on the other hand, had 

a very different experience. After dating for 

four years, she recently got married. 

 “We’ve had some very ugly fights over 

the years. Fortunately, we are both silly 

enough to come back and apologise. I guess 

that’s why we managed to end up getting 

married,” she said jokingly.

 “In normal fights it was mostly him saying 

sorry in the earlier days, we’ve moved on 

from that and now it’s both of us,” she added 

after pondering for a moment. 

While most men complain about having 

to say sorry, some have it the other way 

around. Rasel Hasan, an engineering student 

was rather annoyed because his partner was 

always apologising. 

“It gets annoying after a while. Even when 

it’s not her fault, she apologises and that’s 

not how it should be.” He said recognising 

that some people just have the habit of 

saying sorry as a personality trait. 

Saying sorry is much more powerful 

than staying silent. Remember what 

everyone says while giving you advice? 

Communication is key. This is true not just 

for relationships, but in every aspect of your 

life. While it is true that some people claim to 

have clairvoyance power and mind reading 

abilities, most of us are just regular people 

who will not know what you are thinking if 

do not tell us. So even if you do believe in 

telepathy, we recommend communicating 

with your partner in clear words to make 

your relationship work.

By Ashif Ahmed Rudro
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