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Frequent power cuts make life
unbearable in Tangall

Our CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Frequent load shedding has
turned the life of Tangail people
unbearable in  hot weather
condition and paralysed business
operations for the last one week.

Production in the mills and
industries has also been badly hit
by the disruption of power supply.

The authorities blamed shortage
of supply against the demand
behind the situation and they
also said that such a situation will
prevail for the next one week.

Kaniz Fatema, a housewife of
registrypara area in Tangail town,
said, “Our lives have become
miserable due to frequent power
cuts. Due to power outage at the
midnight, we can't sleep for hot
temperature.”

Abdul Malek of Biswas Betka
area in the town said, “My
daughter’s SSC exams are ensuing
but she is struggling to take
preparation due to frequent power
cuts.”

Saiful Islam of Akurtakurpara
area in the town said, “My children
could not prepare their school

An SSC examinee prepares her lessons lighting a candle during power outage in Tangail town. Frequent
power cuts in the district for the last one week have been causing immense sufferings to the people amid
soaring temperatures. PHOTO: MIRZA SHAKIL

that the situation will be normal

The authorities blamed
shortage of supply
against the demand
behind the situation.
They said such a
situation will prevail for
next one week.

assignments in time due to the
regular power outage.”

Ahmedul Haque of Basail said,
“We are getting electricity only for
4 to 5 hours in 24 hours.”

Nizam Uddin of Charabari area
in Sadar upazila said power outage
has become a regular problem
in his area for the last couple of
weeks.

happens eight to ten times a day.”

“We hope that the authorities
will do something to lessen our
sufferings,” he added.

Although  the  government
recently has brought all upazilas in
the district under hundred percent
electrification, frequent power
outage is a regular matter in the
rural areas, sources said.

Tangail Palli Bidyut Samity
supplies electricity to seven
upazilas in the district-- Sadar,
Delduar, Mirzapur, Nagarpur,
Basail, Sakhipur and Kalihati
--and also partially in Chouhali
upazila of Sirajganj. The Samity
gets electricity from Tangail and
Kabirpur grids of the Power Grid
Company of Bangladesh (PGCB).

“The supply has been less than
the demand from August 28,” said
Abu Hanif Miah, general manager
of Tangail Palli Bidyut Samity.

after the production increases
within the next seven days, he said.

“We are sincerely sorry for the
temporary inconveniences of our
honorable clients/customers amid
the soaring hot weather,” he added.

Abul Kalam Mostofa Labu,
president of Zila Babosaye
Oikyo Jote in Tangail, said the
traders incurred huge losses due
to the outbreak of coronavirus
and lockdown for long period.
Now when they were trying to
turn around from the crisis, the
frequent power outage iscreating
serious problem for them.

“We know load shedding occurs
when the demand of electricity is
much higher than the generation
of power. The present government
claims that power generation has
increased, but we do not see any
tangible proof of it. On the other

costlier,” he said.

“If it is regional problem, the
local authorities should inform the
matter to the people beforehand
through announcement so that
they can take necessary preparation
forit. If it is a national problem, the
power minister should explain the
reason and say sorry to the people
for their sufferings,” he added.

Contacted, Tofazzal Hossain
Pramanik, superindent engineer of
Power Development Board (PDB)
in Tangail, said that normally the
demand of electricity is 235MW
in the district, which has increased
to 270MW during the irrigation
period.

“However, we are getting
around 170 MW from the national
grid currently. As a result, the
interruption in the power supply
is causing. We understand the
sufferings of the people and we are

“We are suffering a lot as it The PGCB, however, assured hand, electricity has become sorry forit,” he said.

Cautious optimism all around
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school gates. All security guards have been
equipped with thermal guns to check the
temperature of students before entry.

“We are taking every measure to keep
our students safe,” said Md Jakir Hossain,
principal of Shahid Police Smrity High
School and College, adding that he will
ensure everyone wears masks within the
school premises.

Monipur High School at Ibrahimpur is
being as painstaking.

Besides complying with all the
directives, the school will ensure that
all the students maintain at least six feet
distance from each other while in class,
said Shafiqur Rahman, headmaster of
Monipur High School.

Bhashantek School and College is going
a step further for the students’ wellbeing:
it is taking preparations for another virus
that is running amok in parallel.

“Dengue is now spreading like wildfire
in this area -- we are cleaning up the entire
premises for the safety of our students,”
said Nilufar Yasmin, assistant headmaster
of Bhashantek School and College.

She, however, admitted that
implementing hygiene and social
distancing guidelines would be a major
challenge.

“Children generally do not want
to wear masks. They also usually play
different types of games during breaks
-- it will be difficult to maintain distance
during these breaks.”

Yasmin had another concern: a large
number of drop-outs for the pandemic.

“We know hundreds of families who
have decided to postpone their children’s
education due to loss of income. We will
reopen our schools but we may never get
these children back to the classroom,” she
added.

Little Flower International School, a
secondary school in East Kajipara, has
been a casualty of the phenomenon.

Before the pandemic began, the school
had 512 students. Now, just 260 of them
are left, according to its Headmaster
Tofael Ahmed Tanjir.

“Many families discontinued their
children’s education or moved back to
their villages. Very few students could
attend online classes and most of these
families did not pay their tuition fees.
However, we continued to pay our
teachers by spending our last savings.”

Despite the severe fund crisis, the
school has taken the same measures as

the others.

However, it will be challenging for the
school’s 27 teachers and three support
staff to monitor that the hundreds of
students obey the hygiene rules, Tanjir
said.

Md Borhan Uddin, the chiefcoordinator
of the association of secondary level
assistant teachers, said the schools should
have been opened a lot earlier: thousands
of teachers would have been able to save
their jobs.

“Irreparable damage has been done
to our education sector,” he said, while
calling for Covid-19 vaccination for
teachers on a priority basis such that
schools can remain open.

Contacted, Syed Md Golam Faruk,
director-general ~ of  Directorate  of
Secondary and Higher Education (DSHE),
said: “We have already prioritised
vaccination for teachers. I think in a
month or two all teachers in Bangladesh
will be vaccinated.”

Parents though are calling inoculating
the 5 crore students in schools, colleges
and universities too.

At present, there is no vaccination
coverage for those aged less than 25 years.

“How can we expect children to wear
masks all the time? Even adults falter after
a certain point. If the government could
arrange vaccines for children, we would
have felt quite relaxed,” said Safun Akhter,
a guardian.

But for students,
farthest in their minds.

“I am not afraid of Covid-19 -- 1 want to
go to school again as I used to before the
pandemic,” said Shahabul, who is rapt in
preparation for the return to normalcy in
his life from next week.

RETURN TO CLASSROOM DELAYED IN
FLOOD-HIT AREAS

Schools situated in the flood-affected
areas including Kurigram, Gaibandha,
Jamalpur, Bogura, Pabna, Sirajganj,
Tangail, Manikganj, Rajbari, Faridpur and
Shariatpur will not reopen on September
12, said the DSHE yesterday.

Many of the schools in the flood-
affected area are underwater, DSHE
Director Shahedul Khabir Chowdhury
told The Daily Star yesterday.

“After getting reports from our field-
level officials, we have asked the schools
in the flood-hit areas to stay shut.”

The schools will reopen immediately
after the flood situation improves, he
added.

such matters are

Two held
for raping
schoolgirl

Our CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

Police on Tuesday night
arrested two people in
connection with a case for
raping a schoolgirl and
recording the video of

the incident in Jashore’s

Abhaynagar upazila. for the procurement of:

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Executive Engineer, RHD

Road Division, Nilphamari
Telephone No. 0551 61403

E-mail: eenil@rhd.gov.bd

Memo No. 35.01.7364.456.07.012.20-1493

e-Tender Notice

This is an online tender, where only e-Tenders will be accepted in e-GP Portal and no offline/hard copies will be accepted. To submit
e-Tender, please register on e-GP System Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd).
e-Tender is invited in e-GP System Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) by the Executive Engineer, RHD, Road Division, Nilphamari

Date: 08-09-2021

The arrestees, Mahbubur Tender ID & Tender No. Name of works Tender Tender Last selling & opening
Rahman, 38, and Anik document security (in (date and time)
“ 4 ’ . .
o Bagha, 25, also demanded _ price (in BDT) BDT)
@ Tk 50,000 from the tenth- e-TID No. 607617, Tender | Emergency pavement repair by Base type-ll, 2000 125000 Date: 26-09-2021
b O grader victim to delete No. e-GP-01/EE/RHD/Nil/ | carpeting and sealcoat at 19th (P), 20th (P) and Time: Up to 17.00
g the obscene video, OC of 2021-2022 21st (P) km of Jharbari (Birgonj) Joygonj &
Abhaynagar Police Station Bhabanigonj-Nilphamari  (Police  Line) - Date: 27-09-2021
Parents of Srewo Mostafiz, a Class VI student of Quantum Cosmo School and Shi}ftrllim ?as_an Sflilida '(’;;CE::QE;Tﬂg:)ilijk'(JEféBﬁ;?}fegl?r?é o Rous Time: After 12.00
H ’, H i H e cu pI'ltS calle -
College in Bandarban’s Lama upazila, stage a demonstration in front of Bandarban the girl at Mahbub’s fish Division, Nilphamari during the year 2021-2022.
Press Club yesterday, demanding justice and proper investigation into the enclosure luring her to give | | e-TID No. 607621, Tender | Emergency pavement repair by repair, 2000 100000 Date: 26-09-2021
mysterious deaths of two students, including their son, of the institution. ajob and raped her. No. e-GP-02/EE/RHD/Nill | carpeting, sealcoat and SBST from Ch. 0+000 Time: Up to 17.00
2021-2022 m to Ch. 1+550 m of BADC Seed Store Domar &
Bus Stand Road (Z 5702) under Road Division, Date: 27-09-2021
Wgﬂ'ﬁ' JRATCH* A @ Nilphamari during the year 2021-2022. Time: After 12.00
grorey Sfmes 573 Md. Monzurul Karim
Frore] S99, e 95!, BIF-d000 | 4 M ID No. 602000
www.architecture.gov.bd =il 00 Executive Engineer, RHD
’ -gov. GD-1611 Road Division, Nilphamari
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