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Two held 
for raping 
schoolgirl
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

Police on Tuesday night 
arrested two people in 
connection with a case for 
raping a schoolgirl and 
recording the video of 
the incident in Jashore’s 
Abhaynagar upazila.

The arrestees, Mahbubur 
Rahman, 38, and Anik 
Bagha, 25, also demanded 
Tk 50,000 from the tenth-
grader victim to delete 
the obscene video, OC of 
Abhaynagar Police Station 
Shamim Hasan said.

The culprits called 
the girl at Mahbub’s fish 
enclosure luring her to give 
a job and raped her.

Frequent power cuts make life 
unbearable in Tangail

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Frequent load shedding has 
turned the life of Tangail people 
unbearable in hot weather 
condition and paralysed business 
operations for the last one week. 

Production in the mills and 
industries has also been badly hit 
by the disruption of power supply.

The authorities blamed shortage 
of supply against the demand 
behind the situation and they 
also said that such a situation will 
prevail for the next one week.

Kaniz Fatema, a housewife of 
registrypara area in Tangail town, 
said, “Our lives have become 
miserable due to frequent power 
cuts. Due to power outage at the 
midnight, we can’t sleep for hot 
temperature.”

Abdul Malek of Biswas Betka 
area in the town said, “My 
daughter’s SSC exams are ensuing 
but she is struggling to take 
preparation due to frequent power 
cuts.” 

Saiful Islam of Akurtakurpara 
area in the town said, “My children 
could not prepare their school 

assignments in time due to the 
regular power outage.”  

Ahmedul Haque of Basail said, 
“We are getting electricity only for 
4 to 5 hours in 24 hours.”

Nizam Uddin of Charabari area 
in Sadar upazila said power outage 
has become a regular problem 
in his area for the last couple of 
weeks. 

“We are suffering a lot as it 

happens eight to ten times a day.”
“We hope that the authorities 

will do something to lessen our 
sufferings,” he added.  

Although the government 
recently has brought all upazilas in 
the district under hundred percent 
electrification, frequent power 
outage is a regular matter in the 
rural areas, sources said. 

Tangail Palli Bidyut Samity 
supplies electricity to seven 
upazilas in the district-- Sadar, 
Delduar, Mirzapur, Nagarpur, 
Basail, Sakhipur and Kalihati 
--and also partially in Chouhali 
upazila of Sirajganj. The Samity 
gets electricity from Tangail and 
Kabirpur grids of the Power Grid 
Company of Bangladesh (PGCB). 

“The supply has been less than 
the demand from August 28,” said 
Abu Hanif Miah, general manager 
of Tangail Palli Bidyut Samity. 

The PGCB, however, assured 

that the situation will be normal 
after the production increases 
within the next seven days, he said. 

“We are sincerely sorry for the 
temporary inconveniences of our 
honorable clients/customers amid 
the soaring hot weather,” he added.

Abul Kalam Mostofa Labu, 
president of Zila Babosaye 
Oikyo Jote in Tangail, said the 
traders incurred huge losses due 
to the outbreak of coronavirus 
and lockdown for long period. 
Now when they were trying to 
turn around from the crisis, the 
frequent power outage iscreating 
serious problem for them.

“We know load shedding occurs 
when the demand of electricity is 
much higher than the generation 
of power. The present government 
claims that power generation has 
increased, but we do not see any 
tangible proof of it. On the other 
hand, electricity has become 

costlier,” he said.
“If it is regional problem, the 

local authorities should inform the 
matter to the people beforehand 
through announcement so that 
they can take necessary preparation 
for it. If it is a national problem, the 
power minister should explain the 
reason and say sorry to the people 
for their sufferings,” he added.  

Contacted, Tofazzal Hossain 
Pramanik, superindent engineer of 
Power Development Board (PDB) 
in Tangail, said that normally the 
demand of electricity is 235MW 
in the district, which has increased 
to 270MW during the irrigation 
period.

“However, we are getting 
around 170 MW from the national 
grid currently. As a result, the 
interruption in the power supply 
is causing. We understand the 
sufferings of the people and we are 
sorry for it,” he said.

An SSC examinee prepares her lessons lighting a candle during power outage in Tangail town. Frequent 

power cuts in the district for the last one week have been causing immense sufferings to the people amid 

soaring temperatures. 

The authorities blamed 

shortage of supply 

against the demand 

behind the situation. 

They said such a 

situation will prevail for 

next one week.
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Aus production to falter 
in Sylhet div
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

With 98 percent of harvesting already 
complete, Aus production this season in 
four districts of Sylhet division is likely to 
fall behind the targeted production of 4.71 
lakh tonnes.

A drought-like situation caused by poor 
rainfall during the cultivation period in the 
region is the contributing factor behind the 
failure to achieve the production target, said 
farmers and officials of the Department of 
Agricultural Extension (DAE) in Sylhet. 

Under the circumstances, farmers were 
able to cultivate Aus on 1,74,471 hectares 
of land, which is around 84 percent of total 
2,07,820 hectares of land that was set by 
the DAE as targeted area for cultivation this 
season.

The targeted area of cultivation last 
season was 29,033 hectares higher, 
according to DAE data.

Dilip Kumar Adhikari, additional 
director of DAE in Sylhet, said, “Various 
pragmatic steps undertaken by the 
government had encouraged farmers to 
expand Aus cultivation, but the production 
of the crop fell due to the drought.”

The harvesting will be over within a 
few days if the weather condition remains 
favourable, said Kazi Lutful Bari, DAE 
deputy director in Moulvibazar.  

Despite irrigation with water pumps, 
the scorching heat during the dry spell 
prevented seeds from germinating in the 
Aus fields, he explained.

Aus farmers in the region are now 

worried that their profit margin will decline 
drastically this time as the cost of their 
extensive irrigation has raised the cost of 
production. 

Their decision to grow Aus this season 
again was based on the good profits from 
the crop last season, many farmers said.

The prime time for Aus cultivation 
is the first three months of the Bangla 
calendar when meteorological offices in 
Sreemangal and Sylhet registered record 
high temperatures in Sylhet division.

The heat spell continued into several 
more weeks of the following month and 
no rainfall was registered during the 
period, said Meteorologist Sayed Ahmed 
Chowdhury, the in-charge of the Met Office 
in Sylhet.

Farmer Ahmed Ali, from Kulaura upazila 
in Moulvibazar, said, “Aus saplings in my 
field were drying up due to the sweltering 
heat.”

Another farmer from same area, Lalon 
Biswas, said his cost of production shot up 
due to constant irrigation. 

Abdur Rakib, a farmer in Dattagram 
village of Rajnagar upazila, said he initially 
planned to cultivate Aus on 10 acres of 
land, but he finally managed to cultivate 
five acres after it rained lightly. “But now I 
am happy as the harvest has been good. It 
will be just enough for my family.”

Kulaura Upazila Agriculture Officer 
Abdul Momin said over irrigating a field can 
do more harm than good and satisfactory 
production can be achieved if irrigation is 
done after sunset.

A worker in Mulvibazar’s Kamolganj upazila using wind 

to separate undeveloped Aus grains before drying.
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Parents of Srewo Mostafiz, a Class VI student of Quantum Cosmo School and 

College in Bandarban’s Lama upazila, stage a demonstration in front of Bandarban 

Press Club yesterday, demanding justice and proper investigation into the 

mysterious deaths of two students, including their son, of the institution. 
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