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Erosion now
causing headaches

Flood, river erosion

STAR REPORT

Erosion by rivers
and floodwater have
taken a serious turn
in at least six districts,

rendering several
hundred families
homeless.

As of 9:00am

yesterday, at least

21 rivers in 13 districts were flowing
above danger level, said a bulletin of
the government’s Flood Forecasting and
Warning Centre (FFWC).

In the next 24 hours, the flood situation
may improve at low-lying places of
Kurigram, Gaibandha, Jamalpur and Bogra
districts, it said.

It may remain steady at low-lying places
of Tangail, Sirajganj, Pabna and Manikganj
districts, while may deteriorate at low-lying
places of Rajbari, Faridpur and Shariatpur
districts, the bulletin added.

Our correspondents from different

worsen in 6 districts

districts yesterday
reported erosion and
flood.

In Kurigram, about

300 homesteads,
2,000 bighas and
100 fruit orchards

at four villages of
Rajarhat upazila
were devoured by the
Teesta River in the
last two days.

“My house and around three bighas
of lands went into the Teesta’s womb on
Thursday,” said Shahid Mandal of the
upazila’s Gatiashyam village.

Erosion victim Abdur Rashid, a resident
of the same village, said: “I have become
landless. Now, I have taken shelter on a
road.”

Meanwhile, about 70,000 people in the
district are still marooned by floodwater as
major rivers including the Brahmaputra,
Teesta, Dharla and Dudhkumar were
SEE PAGE 10 COL 2

Concerned locals gather near the Silimpur-Karatia embankment, popularly known as Tangail town protection
embankment, as erosion of the Pungli river caused multiple cracks in it. They requested the authorities to take
necessary measures immediately to reduce damage. The photo was taken yesterday.
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Rab arrests ‘4
JMB men after
gunfight’

Firearms, explosives recovered

Our CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

A team of Rab-14 arrested four alleged
members of banned militant outfit
Jama’atul Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB),
following a “gunfight” in Mymensingh
early yesterday.

The arrestees are Julhas Uddin alias
Kaderi alias Mehdi, 34, and Alal alias
Ishaq, 48, of Mymensingh; Robayet
Alam alias Dhrubo alias Rubo, 33, of
Brahmanbaria; and Abu Ayub alias Khalid,
36, of Rangpur.

Commander Khandaker Al Moin,
director of Rab'’s legal and media wing,
said this at a press conference at Rab
Headquarters, Mymensingh.

According to the Rab official, the
“gunfight” took place with JMB members
around 4:00am as a Rab team conducted
araid in Khaghdahar area on the bank of
the Brahmaputra.
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ROAD TO FREEDOM
THIS DAY IN BANGLADESH LIBERATION WAR HISTORY

Tajuddin urges states to recognise

SEPTEMBER 5, 1971

SHAMSUDDOZA SAJEN

TAJUDDIN’S RADIO BROADCAST
Prime Minister of Bangladesh
Tajuddin Ahmed, in a broadcast
today, appealed to all nations to
accord recognition to Bangladesh to accelerate the pace of the
freedom movement. He maintained that the liberation struggle
had reached a decisive stage and victory was in sight. “It is easy to
see that recognition is a means to an end which is a speedy and
victorious conclusion of the war of liberation,” he said.

Tajuddin alleged that the Pakistan government was utilising
much of the relief materials to sustain the occupation troops.

He also blamed the UN for channelising the relief through
the Pakistan government “which had no scruple in pressing into
service relief helicopters, vessels and vehicles in its campaign of
suppression against Bengalis.”

On the Pakistani action of unseating some national and
provincial assembly members and leaving others to retain their
seats, Tajuddin Ahmed said that the elected representatives derived
their authority from the expressed will of the people and were
neither subject to a usurper’s rule nor to his make-believe methods
designed to produce a false impression that those who were not
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E-ORANGE SCAM
Banani cop

held in India

for illegal
entry

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

India’s Border Security
Force (BSF)yesterday
detained Banani Police
Station Inspector
(Investigation) Sheikh
Sohel Rana, who is
reportedly involved
with e-commerce
platform ‘e-orange’, from
Changrabandha border
area in Cooch Behar
district.

Chinese woman
‘hasn't slept for
40 years’

ObDDITY CENTRAL

Lt Col Faizur Rahman,
Border Guard Bangladesh
director (operations), told
The Daily Star he heard
Sohel has been detained
by the BSF at the Indian
border, even though the
BSF didn't yet make any

SEE PAGE 10 COL 6

either.

Chinese media recently reported the bizarre case
of a woman who claimed that she hadn’t slept in
about four decades but never felt tired or sleepy

Most people can't go 24 hours without a little
shut-eye, but Li Zhanying, a woman from Henan,
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Army chief
flies to India
on 3-day tour

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chief of
Army Staff
Gen SM
Shafiuddin
Ahmed
went to
India
yesterday
on a three-day official visit.

He left Dhaka in an
aircraft of Bangladesh Air
Force in the morning.

During the visit,
the army chief, who is
leading an eight-member
delegation, will meet the
Indian national defence
adviser, Indian chief of
defence staff, chief of army
staff, chief of naval staff,
chief of air staff, Indian
defence secretary and other
senior military officials,
said a press statement from
the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR).

The visit comes more
than a week after his eight-
day state visit to Turkey.

During the visit in India,
Gen Shafiuddin will discuss
bilateral relations and
cooperation between the
armies of the two countries,
the statement said.

He is also expected to
visit various Indian military
institutions and national
defence colleges.

Gen Shafiuddin will
also pay a courtesy call
on the Bangladesh High
Commissioner to India,
Mohammad Imran.

He will return to
Bangladesh on September
8.

Early in April, Indian
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PRAYER TIMING SEPTEMBER 5

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 435 12-45 430 6-20 7-45
JAMAAT 5-10 1-15 445 625 8-15

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION
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