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RIFAT MURDER

Another suspect
arrested

Our CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Barguna police on Friday night arrested another suspect
in sensational Rifat murder case, over two years after
Prime accused Nayan Bond was shot dead in what police
said was a gunfight.

The arrestee, Musa Bond, 23, son of Kamal Khan of
Barguna municipality, was a close aide of prime accused
Nayan.

OC of Sadar PS Tariqul Islam said they arrested Musa
from fish market area around 11:00pm.

Musa, who has five arrest warrants against him, fled
to neighbouring India after the murder in 20119, he said,
adding that Musa stayed there during the trial of the case
and returned to Barguna recently.

Fifth-grader
raped

Habiganj BCL leader expelled for
arrest on rape allegation

STAR REPORT

Police yesterday arrested a man in connection with a case
for raping his fifth-grader niece in Bagmara upazila of
Rajshahi, while a ruling party leader was expelled from
his party post after he was arrested on rape charge in
Habiganj’s Lakhai upazila, report our correspendents.

On August 28, the arrestee, Abul Fazal, 50, lured the minor
girl with chocolate, took her to a nearby mango orchard and
raped her, police said.

Later, father of the victim filed a rape case against Fazal
with the police station when the girl disclosed the matter to
her parents, the OC added.

Meanwhile, away in Habiganj, Solaiman Rony, joint-
convenor of Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL) Lakhai
upazila unit, was expelled yesterday from his party post
following his arrested in connection with a case for gang-
raping a bride in Tikkapur Haor on Friday.
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Two years ago, day labourer Lal
Mia, 26, and his wife Monufa
Akhtar, 22, of Jodunath para
village in Koimari union under
Jaldhaka upazila in Nilphamari
were over the moon as they
were expecting their first baby.
But soon their joy turned
into sorrow with the birth of
conjoined twin girls. Some of
the villagers blamed Monufa
terming it a sign of bad omen §
but majority of them were !
sympathetic. 3
“I cried out in agony and {
blamed my fate but soon -
:.
£
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motherly love outweighed the
grief when I cast my eyes on
them who were then thirsty to
be breastfed,” said Monufa. 1

The twins--Labiba and
Laisa—are growing up with !
sufferings as they have single v
anus through which stool :
comes out all time. 1

“As they grow up, their
suffering is also increasing if
one wants to go to the left, the
other tries to go to the right and
it is also difficult to carry them
in lap,” she also said.

Despite the odds, the couple
takes care of the twins with
the hope that they could be
separated one day growing up
like other children.

“Whatever the small amount
we earn, we spend a part of the
earnings visiting doctors for

Our CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Farmers of Aman rice in
Patuakhali have been scrambling
to find Aman seeds after nearly
one-third of Aman seedbeds
were damaged during six days of
incessant showers in the last week
of July in the district.

Most of the Aman seedbeds
were  destroyed  there, as
agricultural land remained under
three to four feet of water between
July 26 and July 31, said locals.

The persistent heavy downpour,
caused by a low pressure in the
Bay of Bengal, resulted in 174
millimetres of rainfall -- a 15-year
high in the district, according
to the meteorological office in
Patuakhali.

With the Aman planting season
at its peak and most seedbeds
damaged, farmers had been
trying to collect Aman seeds and
seedlings from distant upazilas in

According to Patuakhali
DAE, seedbeds were
made on about

25,000 hectares of
land, setting Aman
cultivation target

on about two lakh
hectares in the district.
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consultation but a solution is
yet to be found but we never
lose heart,” said Lal Mia.
Being advised by their
well-wishers, the couple met
the then Jaldhaka UNO Md
Sujaudddowla in early 2020

Monufa Akhtar holds conjoined twin girls Labiba and Laisa on her
lap. They have been relentlessly trying to separate the babies but
poverty makes the road to their separation longer.

with the doctors.
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before the pandemic broke

out. The UNO took the matter
seriously, financially helped
them and at his suggestion they
went to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) to consult
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IMPACT OF Six-DAY RAIN IN PATUAKHALI

Seedbed damage triggers
Aman seed shortage

A damaged Aman seedbed in Auliapur village of Sadar upazila in Patuakhali.

and outside Patuakhali, said local
farmers.

According to the Department
of Agricultural Extension (DAE)
in Patuakhali, seedbeds were
made on about 25,000 hectares
of land, setting Aman cultivation
target on about two lakh hectares
in the district.

Farmers said one-third of
their Aman seedbeds on around
40,000 hectares of land have
been damaged due to the rain.

Nilphamari conjoined twin sisters
Labiba, Laisa wait to be split

surgeries.

for financial crisis.

due time.”

The twins underwent various
tests and going through the
reports, the doctors opined that
the children could be separated
through a series of complicated

The doctors also made two
separate artificial anuses and
advised them to come again
after one year taking adequate
preparation, Lal Mia said.

But they couldn’t go to the
hospital in due time not only
for covid-19 pandemic but also

Lal Mia said, “It would cost
Tk 5 to 6 lakhs for the operation
which is impossible for me to
manage and so I urge country’s
generous people to help me on
humanitarian ground.”

The parents gratefully
recalled that few months
back, Nilphamari deputy
commissioner gave a wheel
chair for the ease of movements
of the twins relieving their
distress to some extent.

Mahbub Hasan, Jaldhaka’s
incumbent UNO, said, “I've
consulted with the specialist
doctors at DMCH, who had o3
earlier visited the twins and they
said that a board comprising
of doctors from different o8.
departments needed to be
formed to separate the twin
through surgery and we will
help their parents financially in

But according to the DAE, 48,150
farmers have incurred losses of
around Tk 5.12 lakh after their
seedbeds on 4,108 hectares
sustained damage.

After losing their seedbeds,
most of them contacted dealer
outlets for Aman seeds, but only a
few dealers had the seeds. Several
of the dealers have been selling
a 10-kg bag of seeds for Tk 1
thousand, which usually sells for
Tk 700 during regular times, the
farmers alleged.
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Many of them feared that
one-third of Aman fields may go
uncultivated this Aman season
unless the seed shortage is
mitigated urgently.

Jabbar Sikder, a farmer from
Auliapur village in Patuakhali
Sadar upazila, said the rain in July
destroyed his seedbed where he
sowed two maunds of Aman seed.

As time is running out for
making new seedbeds, he spent
Tk 100 for each kilogram of seed

at a store in Boga village of Baufal
upazila, he added.

“The flooding destroyed my
seedbed. Later, I bought some
seeds from Karnakathi village in
Jhalokathi and sowed those in
some part of my land,” said farmer
Shanu Mollah, from Amkhola
village in Galachipa upazila.

Asked about the reason for the
seed shortage, Mujibur Rahman, a
seed dealer in Thanapara area of
Patuakhali town, said the supply
of Aman seeds had been stopped
by  Bangladesh  Agricultural
Development Corporation ever
since the seed sowing season was
over.

It fuelled the crisis at markets
as other suppliers also ran out of
the seed, he added.

During a  recent  visit,
this correspondent found
almost all Aman seedbeds in
Auliapur, Badura, Balaikathi,
Madarbunia and Marichbunia
villages in Patuakhali Sadar
upazila; Amkhola, Golkhali and
Kharijjama in Galachipa upazila;
and Pangashia and Kartikpasha

villages in Dumki upazila
devastated by the rain.
Advising farmers to collect

Aman seed from Baufal and
Dashmina upazilas, where dealers
have a sufficient stock, Patuakhali
DAE Deputy Director AKM
Mohiuddin said about 61 percent
of targeted cultivation has so far
been achieved in the district.
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This seven-feet-long dead dolphin, with injury marks on its body, was found near an abandoned ship on
Parki sea beach area in Chattogram’s Anwara upazila on Friday.
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