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GUARDIAN LIFE INSURANCE

Sheikh Rakibul Karim, chief executive officer of Guardian Life Insurance, and Tapan Kumar Karmaker, executive 

director of RDRS Bangladesh, exchanged signed documents of an agreement over coping with the Covid-19-induced 

pandemic. Md Fayzer Rahman, senior director of microfinance at RDRS Bangladesh, Majedur Rashid Chowdhury, 

head of finance and accounts, Ahmed Istiaque Mahmud, head of bancassurance at Guardian Life Insurance, Abdul 

Halim, head of microinsurance, and Touhidul Islam, vice president, were present.  

IDLC introduces 
MFS-based 

savings 
STAR BUSINESS DESK

IDLC Finance has launched a “digital 
savings scheme” through bKash 
accounts at its Gulshan corporate 
head office recently.

Customers will be able to 
automatically deposit savings 
instalments from their bKash app to 
IDLC Finance on a specific date of 
each month, says a press release. Once 
the scheme matures, customers will 
receive the money, including profits, 
in their bKash account.

The monthly instalments amount 
to Tk 500, Tk 1,000, Tk 2,000 and 
Tk 3,000 starting from a minimum 
period of two years to a maximum of 
four years. This new service is expected 
to inspire people from all walks of life 
to save money, making the savings 
process easier, safer, more profitable 
and affordable.

“Access to services like a monthly 
savings scheme will also contribute 
to the improvement of people’s 
living standards and economic 
development,” said Managing Director 
and CEO M Jamal Uddin.

“bKash…(made) it easier for 
customers to get access to savings 
service of financial institutions,” said 
bKash CEO Kamal Quadir.  

A tribute to Anwar Hossain
FROM PAGE B4

All my interactions with nanu started 
with a hug, with his hands on mine 
after which he would say “come, eat 
something”; there wasn’t a day when 
he didn’t rest his hand on my head 
after seeing me -- sharing a kind, 
content smile. One of my fondest 
memories of nanu is from all the iftars 
I spent with him during Ramadan; 
there was a craze of “chikon jilapis” in 
my grandparents’ house, but I always 
had my eyes on the “mota” ones. 

When nanu learnt that my choice 
of jilapi didn’t have the popular vote 
at home, he would pick up the most 
decadent “mota jilapis’’ for me on his 
way back from work, and they were 
always placed right where I would sit 
during iftar. 

For Eid, nanu would hand pick the 
most stunning sarees and kameezes 
for maa, his daughters and daughters-
in-laws, and his grandchildren. His 
impeccable taste in clothing mirrored 
how he dressed, never stepping out 
without a tie, retiring from the day 
in a crisp white kurta, all the while 
teaching us the importance of dressing 
well and first impressions based on 
how you presented yourself. 

Above all, nanu was a student 
of life and learned through all his 
experiences, good and bad. He did 
not have a formal education, but was 
self-taught, and always nurtured a 
hunger to learn about all aspects of 
life, starting from politics, to foreign 
cultures, religion and business. He 
emphasised to others the need to 
learn as well -  maa was only 14 years 
old when she married nanu, and 
just so that she could continue her 
education, he hired the best private 
tutors available at that time for her. For 
nanu, there really was no alternative 
to education -- more importantly 
learning through your experiences 
and even more so from your mistakes. 

From the multitude of things I 
learnt from nanu, one of my most 

favorite is how he placed faith at the 
nucleus of his existence. Nanu’s love 
for Allah and Islam was palpable 
to anyone who met him, but he 
didn’t wear his piety in his outward 
appearance, nor did he compel 
anyone else to. His faith was neither 
judgmental nor preachy, and you’d be 
inspired to believe in something larger 
solely by witnessing the tenderness 
and power of his connection with his 
creator. Nanu’s love for his faith was 
so inherently connected to his soul 
that even as a dementia patient who 
had forgotten his wife and children, 
and had lost the ability to speak, 
the only word he remembered and 
repeated was the name of the lord he 
prayed to everyday. 

No story of nanu is complete 
without mentioning his love for 
and devotion to his mother, our 
Boro Ma. Nothing made nanu more 
exemplary than his total submission 
to his mother; she was the axis that 
he revolved around and as a son 
he embodied absolute obedience 
and reverence. Nanu’s love for his 
mother extended to a place that 
went beyond this world; after Boro 
Ma passed, his ultimate wish was to 
be buried in her grave, to be reunited 
with her as he embarked on a new 
journey, and that is where nanu was 
ultimately laid to rest. 

Through nanu’s ambitions and 
achievements, his philanthropy, 
teachings, travels and adventures, a 
constant was how much fun he had 
along the way. He truly knew how to 
enjoy all of life’s experiences - his zeal 
for life came out in the kabaddi he played 
with maa, the qawwalis he hummed, 
and the music he danced to. It came 
out in the joy he felt when adorning 
maa in the most exquisite sarees, the 
excitement with which he fed people, the 
trips he took with his grandchildren and 
secrets he shared with his daughters and 
daughters-in-law.

My choto mami and I were recently 

reminiscing about our stories of nanu, 
and she said “I’m sad for us, for what 
we’ve lost”. Nothing could be more 
true - we’ve experienced irrecoverable 
loss and our lives will be so much 
darker from the emptiness that comes 
with nanu’s passing. But also, how 
lucky were we to have had him in 
our lives for as long as we did? Our 
lives are infinitely richer from being 
around nanu’s mere presence, for 
the words he spoke to us, the meals 
he shared with us and the values he 
instilled of family and faith.

Nanu, as I think of words and stories 
that would do justice to the person 
that you were, I realize that even if I 
were to write for years, nothing would 
start describing what you meant to us. 
No amount of words can capture the 
love and respect everyone had for you, 
and the extent to which you impacted 
the lives of not only the people you 
knew, but also the strangers you 
never met. You taught us how to be 
compassionate, grateful, resolute and 
joyful. You showed us how to give 
without taking, listen before speaking, 
and strive to always win, but only if it 
was in the most ethical way. 

Nanu, as you now rest after 
seventy years of relentless hard work, 
I hope groves of lush olive trees 
offer you shade; I hope snow capped 
mountains surround your home, 
you walk through gardens full of 
ripe pomegranates and your favorite 
flowers, and you sing with birds whose 
songs match the melody of your soul. 
I hope you have more friends than the 
thousands that attended your janaza, 
and I hope that you have the last 
dance of the night. Till then, we’ll be 
here with Maa, and we’ll go through 
life holding on to each other and your 
teachings.

The writer is the late Anwar Hossain’s 
granddaughter. She is based in New York, 
and is interested in how religion and 
politics shape art in South Asia.

Futures rise as focus turns 
to weekly jobless claims
REUTERS

US stock index futures inched 
higher on Thursday on hopes the 
Federal Reserve would maintain an 
accommodative policy amid signs 
that a broader economic recovery was 
slowing.

Heavyweight technology stocks 
including Apple Inc, Netflix Inc and 
Amazon.com Inc, which tend to 
perform better when interest rates are 
low, were among the biggest gainers 
in premarket trading.

Oil majors Exxon Mobil, Chevron 
Corp and Schlumberger NV also rose 
between 0.2 per cent and 0.5 per cent, 
tracking crude prices.

The S&P 500 and the tech-heavy 
Nasdaq have consistently hit record 
highs over the past few weeks as 
a solid corporate earnings season 
underpinned confidence even as 
data showed the post-pandemic US 
economic growth was beginning to 
slow.

Still, strategists said those highs 
could be challenged as the rebound in 
corporate profits loses its edge and the 
pressure builds on the Fed to taper its 
massive stimulus.

A Reuters poll last month showed 
the S&P 500 is likely to end 2021 at 
4,500 points, slightly lower than 

current levels.
Focus on Thursday will be on 

weekly jobless claims data, before 
turning to the Labor Department’s 
monthly jobs report on Friday, which 
could set the stage for the Fed’s policy 
meeting later in the month.

At 7:13 a.m. ET, Dow e-minis 
were up 53 points, or 0.15 per cent, 
S&P 500 e-minis were up 8 points, 
or 0.18 per cent, and Nasdaq 100 
e-minis were up 35.5 points, or 0.23 
per cent.

Online pet supplies store Chewy 
dropped 10.2 per cent to be the top 
losing stock pre-market on the NYSE 
Composite after it reported a bigger-
than-expected quarterly loss and 
missed Wall Street revenue estimates.

Electric-vehicle charging firm 
ChargePoint surged 12.6 per cent 
after it beat quarterly revenue 
estimates and forecast full-year 
revenue higher than expectations as 
it benefits from its growing charging 
station networks.

US listed shares of Chinese ride 
hailing firm Didi fell 1.3 per cent after 
Chinese regulators summoned ride-
hailing firms including Didi to discuss 
concerns related to the sector.

Heavyweight banks JP Morgan, 
Goldman Sachs and Wells Fargo 
gained around 0.5 per cent.  


