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AFP, Paris

When the world’s leading conservation
congress kicks off Friday in the French port
city of Marseille it will aim to deliver one key
message: protecting wildlife must not be seen
as a noble gesture but an absolute necessity
-- for people and the planet.

Loss of biodiversity, climate change,
pollution, diseases spreading from the wild
have become existential threats that cannot
be “understood or addressed in isolation,”
the International Union for the Conservation
of Nature (IUCN) said ahead of the meeting
in a vision statement endorsed by its 1,400
members.

Over nine days, government ministries,
indigenous groups and NGOs -- backed by a
network of 16,000 scientists -- will hammer
out conservation proposals that could help
set the agenda at critical upcoming UN
summits on food systems, biodiversity and
climate change.

Previous congresses paved the way for
global treaties on biodiversity and the
international trade in endangered species.

The World Economic Forum has puta hard
number on our vulnerability: $44 trillion of
economic value generated every year -- half of
global GDP -- largely dependent on services
rendered by nature, from water for agriculture
to healthy soil in which to grow our food.

The creatures with which we share the
planet are at high risk too --- from us.

As the human population climbs
toward nine billion by mid-century, many
creatures are being crowded, eaten, snared,
poisoned, poached, hawked and hunted
out of existence.

PLANET IN PERIL: PROTECTING WILDLIFE

Craig Hilton-Taylor, head of the IUCN's
Red List Unit, said that if species’ destruction

continues on its current trajectory, “we’ll be
facing a major crisis soon”.

“I would certainly say that we're on the
cusp of a sixth mass extinction event,” he
told AFP.

In each of the previous mass die-offs
over the last half-billion years, at least three-
quarters of all species were wiped out.

The TUCN has assessed nearly 135,000
species over the last half-century for its Red
List of Threatened Species, the gold standard
for measuring how close animal and plant
life are to vanishing forever.

Nearly 28 percent are currently at risk of

Plastic threatens
migratory species in
Asia-Pacific: UN

Nearly 28 percent of
species currently at risk
of extinction

Habitat loss,

overexploitation, illegal
trade driving the loss

extinction, with habitat loss, overexploitation
and illegal trade driving the loss.

Big cats, for example, have lost more
than 90 percent of their historic range and
population, with only 20,000 lions, 7,000
cheetahs, 4,000 tigers and a few dozen Amur
leopards left in the wild.

Invasive species are also taking a toll,
especially in island ecosystems where
unique species of birds have already fallen
prey to rodents, snakes and disease-bearing
mosquitos that hitched rides from explorers,
cargo ships or passenger planes.

An update of the Red List on September 4
is likely to show a deepening crisis.

For the first time in the IUCN's seven-
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decade history, indigenous peoples will share §
their deep knowledge on how best to heal the :

natural world as voting members.

One proposal calls for a global pact to

protect 80 percent of Amazonia by 2025. : T
Recent research has warned that unbridled : E

deforestation and climate change are pushing :
the Amazon towards a disastrous “regime :
change” which would see tropical forests give :

way to savannah-like landscapes.

Other motions offer a lifeline to ailing
oceans, including one calling for an end to
plastic pollution by 2030.

Plastic debris causes the deaths of more :
than a million seabirds every year, as well as
more than 100,000 marine mammals, from
otters to whales.

Yesterday, a UN report on the Asia-Pacific :
region highlights two regions -- the Ganges :
and Mekong river basins -- which together :
contribute an estimated 200,000 tons of :

plastic pollution to the Indian Ocean and the :
24 hours after Ida slammed into the Louisiana coast as a

Pacific Ocean every year.

It said freshwater dolphins drowned, :
and other migratory species :
are among the most vulnerable to plastic :
pollution, calling for greater action to cut :
: out in boats and off-road vehicles to search communities

Wildlife trafficking, a multi-billion-dollar :
business that has flourished in the internet :

elephants,

waste.

era, will also be in the spotlight.

Current global spending of about $80
: while the damage in New Orleans itself remained limited.

billion a year needs to be increased 10-fold,

said Sebastien Moncorps, director of France’s :
: flights slated for Tuesday were canceled, while airlines had
: scrapped 197 flights scheduled on Wednesday.

but when you realise that half of all economic :
activity depends on nature being healthy, :
¢ federal aid.

IUCN committee.
“That’s about one percent of global GDP,

that’s a good return on investment.”

Hurricane Ida

- ravages Louisiana
i Major disaster declared; 2 killed

: AFP, New Orleans

Rescuers on Monday combed through the “catastrophic”
damage Hurricane Ida inflicted on Louisiana, a day after
the fierce storm killed at least two people, stranded others
in rising floodwaters and sheared the roofs off homes.
New Orleans was still mostly without power more than

Category 4 storm, exactly 16 years to the day that Hurricane
Katrina made landfall, wreaking deadly havoc.
The storm has been downgraded to a tropical depression.
Two deaths have been confirmed as crews began fanning

cut off by the hurricane. A man was also missing after
apparently being killed by an alligator.

Images of people being plucked from flooded cars and
pictures of destroyed homes surfaced on social media,

New Orleans Airport said all incoming and outgoing

President Joe Biden declared a major disaster for
Louisiana and Mississippi, which gives the states access to
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NORTH-WEST

POWER GENERATION
COMPANY LIMITED

Ref: 27.28.8878.101.07.001.19.223

North-West Power Generation Company Ltd.
ISO 9001:2015, 1ISO 14001:2015 & OHSAS 45001:2018 Certified
(An Enterprise of Bangladesh Power Development Board)
Office of the Plant Manager (Superintending Engineer)
Sirajganj 225 MW Combined Cycle Power Plant (Unit-1)
Soydabad, Sirajgan;

e-Tender Notice
The following e-Tenders are invited in the National e-GP System Portal

Date: 31/08/2021

(www.eprocure.gov.bd):
Sl. | Tender | Brief description | Publication | Lastselling | Opening
No. ID of tender date date & time date
1 | 599629 | Supply of HCL | 26/08/2021 | 19/09/2021, | 20/09/2021
(Hydrochloric) Acid 3:45pm
Storage Tank &
Acid Metering Tank
(Including
Installation, Testing
& Commissioning).

BRAZIL INDIGENOUS LAND
[llegal mining up
500pc in decade

AFP, Brasilia

Illegal mining expanded by nearly 500 percent on protected
indigenous reservations in Brazil in a decade, and by more

than 300 percent on protected park lands,
study released Monday.

The massive surge in mining activity from 2010 to 2020
raised new concerns about the impact on the Amazon
rainforest, where the race for gold is fueling deforestation

and leaving rivers polluted with mercury.

The study also found the total area covered by mines,
both legal and illegal, is nearly six times bigger today
than in 1985 in Brazil. Of that area, 72.5 percent is in the 5.
Amazon, a vital resource in the race to curb climate change.

In the 12 months through July, a total of 8,712 square
kilometers of forest cover -- an area nearly the size of Puerto 6.

Rico -- was destroyed in the Brazilian Amazo
official figures. Last week, an estimated 6,0
demonstrators protested outside the seat of

Brasilia, accusing Bolsonaro of “anti-indigenous” policies.

Sylhet City Corporation =
Nagar Bhaban, Sylhet
www.scc.gov.bd

Memo No. 46.07.0000.018.99.025.19.303

e-Tender Notice-07/2021-22
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Date: 31/08/2021

1. | Ministry/Division

Ministry of the Local Government, Rural Development
& Co-operatives.

according to a 2. | Agency

Sylhet City Corporation.

3. | Budget and source of funds

ADP/ADP (Special)/Revenue fund of SCC.

603212 (OTM)

Supplying & Installation of Duplex type Medical Oxygen
Generator (PSA Plant) beside 10-storied M.A.G. Osmani
Medical College & Hospital building, Sylhet

13/09/2021

4. | Name, designation & address of PE

Engr. Md. Ali Akbar, Executive Engineer,
Sylhet City Corporation, 0821-714036

This is online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and
offline/hard copies will not be accepted. Interested persons/firms can see details in the

website: www.eprocure.gov.bd

The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents from the National e-GP System Portal have
to be deposited online through any registered banks branches.

n, according to
00 indigenous 7.
government in

This is an online tender where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-
GP Portal and no offline/hard copies will be accepted. To submit e-Tender,
registration in the National e-GP System Portal (www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.
Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal
and e-GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd).

GD-1559

Engr. Brojendra Kumar Sarker
Plant Manager (Superintending Engineer)
Sirajganj 225 MW Combined Cycle Power Plant (Unit-1)
NWPGCL, Soydabad, Sirajganj
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Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from

e-GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd)

Executive Engineer

GD-1560 Sylhet City Corporation
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The western United St a2 il

States is burning at

an alarming rate, with
over 2,700 square miles
blackened by late August
in California alone -- more
than double the area
consumed by this time in
an average year.

The fires are being
driven by a historic drought
that has left swathes of the
region parched, as man-
made climate change takes
a visible -- and painful
-- toll, and people living in
the area are forced to flee.

22,000 people were
ordered out of their homes
on Monday morning,
joining tens of thousands
of others trying to escape
the fire’s relentless march.

An AFP journalist
witnessed streams of traffic
leaving the city, with cars
and RVs clogging the main
roads.
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Among those stuck on (%) TS @ RS ot e et St e efan (e FHeSaE! A TS 20 |
the road was Mel Smothers, (1) Sicawmeias Ae efidra 7w coret fom St “imeit wigcee afew ufa e @ifds et sdedmear o Soa W “mEd
74. Smothers, who has AN AGE TS T |

lived in Tahoe since the
1970s, said this was the first
time wildfires had chased
him out. But it wouldn't be
the last.

“This is paradise, but
you know with the recent
fires, Lake Tahoe changed,”
he told AFP.

“This is the way it’s
going to be from now on.

Every year now we have Fewel A |
these fires.
“August is beautiful but
robably it's going to be
b Y goIng GD-1557

smokey from now on.”
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