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Hurricane Ida 
ravages Louisiana
Major disaster declared; 2 killed

AFP, New Orleans

Rescuers on Monday combed through the “catastrophic” 
damage Hurricane Ida inflicted on Louisiana, a day after 
the fierce storm killed at least two people, stranded others 
in rising floodwaters and sheared the roofs off homes.

New Orleans was still mostly without power more than 
24 hours after Ida slammed into the Louisiana coast as a 
Category 4 storm, exactly 16 years to the day that Hurricane 
Katrina made landfall, wreaking deadly havoc.

The storm has been downgraded to a tropical depression.
Two deaths have been confirmed as crews began fanning 

out in boats and off-road vehicles to search communities 
cut off by the hurricane. A man was also missing after 
apparently being killed by an alligator.

Images of people being plucked from flooded cars and 
pictures of destroyed homes surfaced on social media, 
while the damage in New Orleans itself remained limited.

New Orleans Airport said all incoming and outgoing 
flights slated for Tuesday were canceled, while airlines had 
scrapped 197 flights scheduled on Wednesday.

President Joe Biden declared a major disaster for 
Louisiana and Mississippi, which gives the states access to 
federal aid.

PLANET IN PERIL: PROTECTING WILDLIFE

Not noble gesture, but absolute necessity
AFP, Paris

When the world’s leading conservation 
congress kicks off Friday in the French port 
city of Marseille it will aim to deliver one key 
message: protecting wildlife must not be seen 
as a noble gesture but an absolute necessity 
-- for people and the planet.

Loss of biodiversity, climate change, 
pollution, diseases spreading from the wild 
have become existential threats that cannot 
be “understood or addressed in isolation,” 
the International Union for the Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN) said ahead of the meeting 
in a vision statement endorsed by its 1,400 
members.  

Over nine days, government ministries, 
indigenous groups and NGOs -- backed by a 
network of 16,000 scientists -- will hammer 
out conservation proposals that could help 
set the agenda at critical upcoming UN 
summits on food systems, biodiversity and 
climate change. 

Previous congresses paved the way for 
global treaties on biodiversity and the 
international trade in endangered species.

The World Economic Forum has put a hard 
number on our vulnerability: $44 trillion of 
economic value generated every year -- half of 
global GDP -- largely dependent on services 
rendered by nature, from water for agriculture 
to healthy soil in which to grow our food.

The creatures with which we share the 
planet are at high risk too --- from us.

As the human population climbs 
toward nine billion by mid-century, many 
creatures are being crowded, eaten, snared, 
poisoned, poached, hawked and hunted 
out of existence.

Craig Hilton-Taylor, head of the IUCN’s 
Red List Unit, said that if species’ destruction 
continues on its current trajectory, “we’ll be 
facing a major crisis soon”.

“I would certainly say that we’re on the 
cusp of a sixth mass extinction event,” he 
told AFP.

In each of the previous mass die-offs 
over the last half-billion years, at least three-
quarters of all species were wiped out.

The IUCN has assessed nearly 135,000 
species over the last half-century for its Red 
List of Threatened Species, the gold standard 
for measuring how close animal and plant 
life are to vanishing forever.

Nearly 28 percent are currently at risk of 

extinction, with habitat loss, overexploitation 
and illegal trade driving the loss.

Big cats, for example, have lost more 
than 90 percent of their historic range and 
population, with only 20,000 lions, 7,000 
cheetahs, 4,000 tigers and a few dozen Amur 
leopards left in the wild.  

Invasive species are also taking a toll, 
especially in island ecosystems where 
unique species of birds have already fallen 
prey to rodents, snakes and disease-bearing 
mosquitos that hitched rides from explorers, 
cargo ships or passenger planes.

An update of the Red List on September 4 
is likely to show a deepening crisis.

For the first time in the IUCN’s seven-

decade history, indigenous peoples will share 
their deep knowledge on how best to heal the 
natural world as voting members. 

One proposal calls for a global pact to 
protect 80 percent of Amazonia by 2025. 
Recent research has warned that unbridled 
deforestation and climate change are pushing 
the Amazon towards a disastrous “regime 
change” which would see tropical forests give 
way to savannah-like landscapes.

Other motions offer a lifeline to ailing 
oceans, including one calling for an end to 
plastic pollution by 2030. 

Plastic debris causes the deaths of more 
than a million seabirds every year, as well as 
more than 100,000 marine mammals, from 
otters to whales.

Yesterday, a UN report on the Asia-Pacific 
region highlights two regions -- the Ganges 
and Mekong river basins -- which together 
contribute an estimated 200,000 tons of 
plastic pollution to the Indian Ocean and the 
Pacific Ocean every year.

It said freshwater dolphins drowned, 
elephants, and other migratory species 
are among the most vulnerable to plastic 
pollution, calling for greater action to cut 
waste. 

Wildlife trafficking, a multi-billion-dollar 
business that has flourished in the internet 
era, will also be in the spotlight. 

Current global spending of about $80 
billion a year needs to be increased 10-fold, 
said Sebastien Moncorps, director of France’s 
IUCN committee. 

“That’s about one percent of global GDP, 
but when you realise that half of all economic 
activity depends on nature being healthy, 
that’s a good return on investment.”

Plastic threatens 
migratory species in 
Asia-Pacific: UN

Nearly 28 percent of 
species currently at risk 
of extinction

Habitat loss, 
overexploitation, illegal 
trade driving the loss
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Zabihullah Mujahid told 
a news conference at the 
airport after the departure. 

“We do not have any 
doubt that the Islamic 
Emirate of Afghanistan is a 
free and sovereign nation. 
America was defeated… and 
on behalf of my nation, we 
want to have good relations 
with the rest of the world.”

Mujahid also insisted 
Taliban security forces 
would “be gentle and nice”.

An image from the 
Pentagon taken with night-
vision optics showed the 
last US soldier to step 
aboard the final evacuation 
flight out of Kabul - Major 
General Chris Donahue, 
commander of the 82nd 
Airborne Division.

US Republican 
lawmakers leveled fierce 
criticism at President Joe 
Biden’s administration 
over its withdrawal from 
Afghanistan, blasting the 
chaotic exit as an act of 
shame that left Americans 
behind to the “mercy of 
terrorists.”

“We can’t fight endless 
wars, but the scope & 
consequence of Biden’s 
failure here is staggering,” 
Republican Senator Rick 
Scott said.

Biden’s top diplomat, 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken, was able to offer 
little more than stern words 
for the Taliban.

“Any legitimacy and any 
support will have to be 
earned,” Blinken said, as 
he announced the United 
States had suspended 
its diplomatic presence 
in Kabul and shifted its 
operations to Qatar.

Biden said the world 
would hold the Taliban 
to their commitment to 
allow safe passage for 
those wanting to leave 
Afghanistan.
‘EXISTENTIAL 

IMPORTANCE’

The UN Security Council 
adopted a resolution 
Monday, requiring the 
Taliban to honour a pledge 
to let people freely leave 
Afghanistan in the days 
ahead, and to grant access 
to the UN and other aid 
agencies.

Nato Secretary General 
Jens Stoltenberg said Kabul 
airport must be kept open 
and vowed not to forget 
Afghans left behind.

He swore the allies 
would maintain diplomatic 
pressure on the Islamist 
group to allow the 
remaining Afghans, and 
their families to leave the 
country.

Talks are ongoing as to 
who will now run Kabul 
airport. German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel yesterday 
said keeping the airport 
open was of “existential 
importance”, because it is a 
lifeline for aid.

The Taliban have asked 
Turkey to handle logistics 
while they maintain control 
of security, but President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan has 
not yet accepted that offer, 
reports AFP.

British Foreign Secretary 
Dominic Raab said the 
number of UK nationals left 
behind in Afghanistan is in 
the “low hundreds”. 

Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesman Wang Wenbin 

Afghanistan now 
yesterday said at a regular 
briefing: “Afghanistan 
has been able to free 
itself of foreign military 
occupation.” 

“The Afghan people 
have ushered in a new 
beginning for national 
peace and reconstruction, 
and Afghanistan has turned 
a new page.”

America’s longest war 
took the lives of nearly 
2,500 US troops and an 
estimated 240,000 Afghans, 
and cost some $2 trillion.

Although it succeeded 
in driving the Taliban 
from power and stopped 
Afghanistan being used 
by al Qaeda as a base to 
attack the US, it ended 
with the hardline militants 
controlling more territory 
than when they last ruled.


