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Mortar shell 
recovered
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Thakurgaon

An unexploded mortar 
shell was recovered in C & 
B area of Panchagarh Sadar 
upazila yesterday.

Workers found the 
unexploded mortar shell 
while extracting sand from 
the Karotoya river.    

OC of Sadar PS Station 
Abdul Latif said the iron-
like object, measuring 
12 inches long, came out 
while some workers were 
extracting sand from the 
river.

Risky schoolhouse hampers 
academic activities

Condition of the government primary school worsened during last year’s flood
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

The concrete structure of Sarotia 
Gazi Government Primary School 
in Nagarpur upazila has remained 
in dilapidated condition for 
long, leaving academic activities 
of around 150 students of the 
institution in uncertainty.

The primary school, situated 
at Sarotia Gazi village under 
Doptior union in the upazila, was 
established in 1938 in a tin roof 
structure.

Later, Local Government and 
Engineering Department (LGED) 
constructed a concrete schoolhouse 
there in 2008.

School authorities said the soil 
of the school ground was washed 
away due to onrush of flood water 
in 2016 which created a pond like 
large ditch in front of the school 
building.

Later, couple of class rooms 
of the school collapsed into the 
ditch. Since then teachers stopped 
taking classes in the risky building, 
hampering academic activities of 
the students, they said.

Moreover, students of the 
institution have been deprived 

of all kinds of sports since the 
playground in front of the school 
building turned into a ditch.

However, academic activities of 
the students continued in the old 
structure of institution and another 
building of an adjacent hafizia 
madrasa temporarily till school 
was closed due to the outbreak of 
coronavirus, they added.

Meanwhile, the condition of the 
school building and the playground 
turned more risky due to last year’s 
flood as well as heavy downpour 
this year, they further said. 

Amirul Islam Alok, a guardian 
and a resident of Sarotia Gazi 
village, said although the school 
remain closed for the last one and 
a half years due to the ongoing 

Covid-19 pandemic, it may reopen 
anytime. 

If the school reopens within 
a short time it won’t be possible 
to hold classes in the risky school 
building, he said.  

Morshed Alam, headmaster of 
the school, fears that the entire 
structures of the school might 
collapse on the large ditch during 
the ongoing monsoon.  

“We have informed the 
authorities concerned on several 
occasions to take immediate step 
to save the schoolhouse from total 
collapse, but no step has been taken 
yet,” the headmaster added.

Doptior Union Parishad (UP) 
Chairman Firoz Siddique said he 
urged the authorities concerned to 
take urgent steps to save the school 
building, considering the future of 
the school kids.

Nagarpur Upazila Nirbahi 
Officer (UNO) Sifat-e-Jahan said 
she will take necessary initiatives to 
save the schoolhouse from collapse. 

If the decision to reopen the 
schools comes immediately, steps 
will be taken to continue the 
academic activities of the students 
in alternative ways, she added.

This building of Sarotia Gazi Government Primary School in Tangail’s 

Nagarpur upazila is on the verge of collapse, leaving academic 

activities of nearly 150 students uncertain. PHOTO: STAR

Due to sudden rise of water level in the Padma river in the last couple of days vast low-lying areas along the 

mighty river get over flooded. The photo was taken from Char Ghospur area in Pabna Sadar upazila. PHOTO: STAR

Electric poles in the 
middle of widened road 
causing traffic woes
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

Vehicular movement from Khulna bus 
stand in Jashore to Murali intersection of 
the district town is being hampered due to 
electric polls standing in the middle of the 
widened road.

Visiting the spot on Wednesday 
morning, it was seen that an array of 
electric poles standing in the middle of 
the 2.9-kilometre stretch of the road to be 
upgraded to four lanes. 

Mahbub Brothers, a construction 
company, is implementing the project at 
the cost of TK 131 crore 17 lakh, which is set 
to be ended by December this year.There 
is a total of 180 electric poles standing 
tall in the middle of the 2.9-kilometre 
stretch of the road obstructing vehicular 
movement.

Locals said that especially small 
vehicles are being subjected to frequent 
accidents while giving side to another 
vehicle due to the electric poles.

Mohiuddin Mia, a trucker, said, “The 
poles are a lurking danger for us. A fatal 
accident might occur at night for these 
poles. Besides, if a pole collapses on 
the vehicle after being hit, we may be 
electrocuted.”

Abdus Salam, a bus driver, said, “I don’t 
know how the road can be upgraded to 

four lanes keeping these electric poles on 
the middle of the road. Small accidents 
are frequently occurring, especially the 
small vehicles are falling victims to the 
accidents.”

“These are a threat for us. They should 
be removed soon,” he added.

A shopkeeper at Murali intersection, 
Monirul Islam, alleged that the 
construction work is progressing at a 
snail’s pace. 

“We have been only seeing intermittent 
excavation work here and there but no real 
progress. In my point of view, the electric 
poles are just a sign of lack of plan,” he 
claimed.

Md Shahidul Islam, executive engineer 
of Jashore West Zone Power Distribution 
Company (WZPDC), said that as per the 
direction from the Roads and Highways 
Department (RHD) they have started to 
remove the electric polls from the middle 
of the road. 

He added that they have received Tk 
1.17 lakh for the removal cost.

Md Moazzem Hossain, executive 
engineer of Jashore RHD, said that 
about 15 to 20 per cent works have been 
completed. 

He added that they have forwarded a 
letter to WZPDC Jashore to remove the 
electric polls from the middle of the road.

Electric poles standing in the middle of 2.9-kilometre 

stretch of road from Khulna bus stand in Jashore to Murali 

intersection, causing disruption of vehicular movement. 
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