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Vaccination of garment
workers begins in Ctg

S

StAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A Covid-19 vaccination programme
for workers employed by industrial
units in the Chattogram Export
Processing Zone (CEPZ) and
Karnaphuli Export Processing Zone
began yesterday.

According to officials of the two
export processing zones (EPZs),
the vaccination programme was
rolled out as per the decision of
the Directorate General of Health
Services.

A total of 3,298 workers of eight
factories were vaccinated on the
first day of the programme, which
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RAJIB RAIHAN
Vaccination of garment workers has begun, starting off with those employed at export processing zones. The
photo was taken at a factory of Pacific Jeans in Chittagong Export Processing Zone yesterday.

aims to inoculate around 2.2 lakh

A total of 3,298
workers of eight
factories were
vaccinated on
the first day of
the programme,
which aims to
inoculate around
2.2 lakh workers
at the two EPZs
in phases
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On June 11 earlier this year, the German
Parliament, the Bundestag, passed a law
called “Act on Corporate Due Diligence in
Supply Chains”. This law obliges business
organisations to fulfil their due diligence
obligations in their supply chains with

. regard to respecting internationally
At present, 2,000 workers will be | recognised human rights and certain
vaccinated every day but there are | onvironmental standards.
plans to increase that number, he In other words, companies have
added.

to take responsibility for any labor or
environmental abuses in their global
supply chain; they will be
held responsible in case of
any violation of human rights
while conducting any activity,
from raw material sourcing to
finished products.

Nazma Binte Alamgir, general
manager (public relations) of the
Bangladesh  Export  Processing
Zones Authority (Bepza), told
The Daily Star that vaccination
programmes were previously rolled
for five other EPZs -- Mongla EPZ,
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workers at the two EPZs in phases.

Moshiuddin Bin Mesbha, general
manager of the CEPZ, told The Daily
Star that the vaccination programme
was organised for workers who
registered for a shot but were so far
unable to secure one.

Along with health workers of the
city corporation, the health workers
of the CEPZ also participated in the
vaccination programme.

“The registered workers will be
able to receive vaccines every day
from 9:00am to 5:00pm,” he said.

Syed M Tanvir, director of NHT
Fashion, a sister concern of Pacific

Jeans, said that if the country wants
to continue its economic activities,
it is vital to keep factories open
even amid the ongoing pandemic.

“We will not be able to sustain
our production if workers are not
protected from the virus. As such,
it is important to bring all workers
under vaccination in the interest
of the country’s economy,” Tanvir
added.

In the first phase, the programme
aims to vaccinate 50,000 workers of
the two EPZs in coordination with
the Chattogram City Corporation,
according to Sheikh Fazle Rabbi,
the civil surgeon of Chattogram.

Ishwardi EPZ, Cumilla EPZ, Uttara
EPZ and Adamjee EPZ.

“But we are yet to start the
vaccination programme in factories
of the Dhaka EPZ due to the
excessive number of workers there.
However, it will start very soon,”
she added.

Earlier, the Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and  Exporters
Association sent a letter to the
government, requesting it to
vaccinate garment workers on a
priority basis considering them
frontliners as they protected the
country’s economy by doing their
jobs amid the pandemic.

This law originated from
the UN'’s guiding principles on business
and human rights, which are the most
important  internationally = recognised
standards of corporate responsibility.

This act will come into effect in 2023.
Initially, German companies having 3,000
or more employees will be under the
purview of this law.

From 2024 onwards, business houses
with 1,000 or more employees will be
brought under this law. In accordance with
the law, companies will have to ensure
that there are no human rights violations
in their immediate business activity and
the business operations of their direct or
primary suppliers.

Complying with
supply chain
due diligence

A crucial aspect for Bangladeshi exporters

Risk analysis for the indirect or
secondary suppliers is only required where
a German company is informed about
a human rights violation. In that event,
they must also conduct risk analysis and
institute preventive measures, although
the requirements are less stringent in these
cases.

In case the companies fail to abide by
the law, they will have to face hefty fines
which can go up to 2 per cent of the annual
turnover for those with average revenues of
more than €400 million per annum.

The maximum fine for companies with
annual revenues below this threshold is
€800,000. For some of the largest German
companies this could mean billions of
euros in fines per incident. So, it can be
expected that German companies will be
extremely compliant with this act.

This law will have profound impacts
on Bangladeshi exporters. Germany is
Bangladesh’s largest trading partner in
Europe and the second largest globally.

OPINION

According to the Export Promotion
Bureau (EPB), Bangladesh’s exports to
Germany amounted to $5.95 billion in
fiscal 2020-21. Germany alone contributed
15 per cent of the country’s total export
earnings for the year, standing second
in the list after the US with $6.97 billion
worth of exports.

The main products that Bangladesh
exported to Germany were knit T-shirts
($1.23 billion), non-knit men’s suits ($1.09
billion), and knit sweaters ($975 million).

During the last 24 years, Bangladesh’s
exports to Germany have increased at an
average annual rate of 12.4 per cent.

READ MORE ON B2

China targets US IPOs, algorithms, cloud

in latest tech takedown
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REUTERS, Shanghai

China has launched a multi-pronged attack
on its tech companies, threatening to curb
their ability to list in the United States,
seeking to tighten up regulation of their use
of algorithms and sidelining their cloud
computing businesses in a major city.

In another move amid a wave of
regulations on the tech sector announced
in recent months, Beijing has also cracked
down on what it described as a “chaotic”
celebrity fan culture, imposing new
restrictions on already tightly controlled
content in China.

The moves further clip the wings of
Chinese tech behemoths such as Alibaba
Group and Tencent Holdings and have
unnerved investors, hammering Chinese
shares traded at home and abroad.

Chinese tech firms have raised billions of
dollars in overseas listings, particularly in the
United States, as Beijing for years pursued a
more laissez faire approach to the industry.

Now China is framing rules to ban
internet firms whose data is deemed to pose
a potential security risk from listing abroad,
a person familiar with the matter said.

The new rules would also put an
emphasis on the legal responsibility of
underwriters in overseas listings and
require a more thorough disclosure of
shareholdings for those with so-called
variable interest entities (VIE) structure.

The VIE structure, used widely by
tech firms, was created two decades ago
to circumvent rules restricting foreign

UK aims to conclude Pacific
trade group talks next year
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The Chinese national flag is seen in Beijing, China.

investment in sensitive industries such as
media and telecoms.

It gives firms more flexibility to raise
capital offshore via initial public offerings
(IPOs), while bypassing the scrutiny and
lengthy vetting that locally-incorporated
companies face.

As China'’s tech sector has grown in size
and prominence so Beijing has become
increasingly wary of its influence and the

mountains of data it controls.

In a move underlining that concern,
Tianjin, a city of 14 million lying south of
Beijing, told companies controlled by the
municipality to migrate data from clouds
run by private operators like Alibaba and
Tencent to a state-run system by September
2022, a document dated August 12 showed.

Shares in Alibaba, China'’s biggest cloud
service provider, closed 4 per cent lower in
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Hong Kong on Friday.

Its US-listed shares were down more than
3 per cent in pre-market trade in New York.

Alibaba Cloud, whose revenues remain
modest compared to its parent company’s
vast e-commerce business, has been heavily
promoting its cloud services.

Last year, it said it planned to spend $28
billion over three years on next-generation
data centres. Chinese technology stocks
have seen tens of billions of dollars wiped
off their stock market valuations since
Beijing commenced its crackdown on the
sector in November 2020 with the shock
halt of Ant Groups IPO, billed as the worlds
largest share sale.

Since then, the tech sector has dropped
nearly 20 per cent. The Cyberspace
Administration of China said on Friday it
was also tightening oversight of algorithms
used by tech firms, telling them to act fairly
and not use algorithm models that entice
users to spend cash in a way that could
disrupt public order.

The guidelines include a proposal to let
users turn off algorithm recommendation
services, giving consumers a greater say
over an area of the internet that has also
been the target of authorities in the United
States and Europe.

“This policy marks the moment that
China’s tech regulation is not simply
keeping pace with data regulations in the
European Union but has gone beyond
them,” said Kendra Schaefer, head of tech
policy research at Beijing-based consultancy
Trivium China.

Biden admin defends
approving licences for
auto chips for Huawei

REUTERS

The Biden administration, which was criticized this week
for approving licenses for auto chips for Huawei, said it has
not changed the policy on restricting sales of goods and
technology to the Chinese company that was put in place
during the Trump presidency.

“The policy has not been eased or amended,” a
Commerce Department spokesperson said.

The comments came in response to demands from Sen.

Marco Rubio that US officials explain why they approved
hundreds of millions of dollars worth of auto chip sales to
the company, as reported by Reuters this week.

Rubio called the move “yet another example of President
Biden'’s failure to protect America’s economic and national
security.” Huawei was placed on a US trade blacklist in
2019, after the Trump administration said it was operating
contrary to national security and foreign policy interests.

The so-called “entity list” restricts suppliers from
selling US goods and technology to the world’s largest
telecommunications equipment maker.

The Commerce Department is prohibited from disclosing
license approvals or denials, the spokesperson has said.

But some sales were allowed and others denied as the
United States intensified its crackdown on the company
and expanded US authority to require licenses for sales of
semiconductors made abroad with American technology.

An August 2020 rule said that licenses for products
with 5G capabilities were likely to be rejected, but sales
of less sophisticated technology would be decided on
a case-by-case basis. During the Trump administration,
$87 billion worth of licenses for Huawei were approved
after its blacklisting, but $119 billion were denied as
the presidency wound down in January, according to a
Commerce Department document seen by Reuters.

“The Biden Administration has not changed the
regulatory restrictions on Huawei and its affiliates on
the Entity List imposed in 2019 or 2020 or the policy
for implementing those restrictions developed during
the Trump administration,” the Commerce Department
spokesperson said.

Britain aims to conclude negotiations to join the trans-
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Thailand eases curbs on retail, 7 3e:
restaurants to spur economy

Authorities

asked business
to ensure service staff are fully vaccinated
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Pacific trade group by the end of 2022, the Financial
Times reported on Saturday, citing International Trade

Secretary Liz Truss.

“We will be able to have concluded negotiations by
the end of next year,” Truss told the newspaper.

She argued that the deal would help Britain benefit
from economic growth in the Asia-Pacific region.

Britain received a green light in June to start the
process of joining the Comprehensive and Progressive
Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership of 11 countries
— Japan, Canada, Australia, Vietham, New Zealand,
Singapore, Mexico, Peru, Brunei, Chile and Malaysia.

Truss told the FT she expects trade between the
United States and Britain could be liberalised if

Washington rejoined the group.

Thailand will lift most coronavirus restrictions
on retail and dining from next month
and permit gatherings of up to 25 people
in Bangkok and other high risk areas, its
Covid-19 task force said on Friday.

Easing restrictions and adjusting measures
were necessary to revive the economy safely,
the task force said, as the country battles its
worst coronavirus outbreak and struggles
to ramp up vaccinations, with only 1 in 10
people inoculated so far.

From Sept. 1, shopping malls, salons, barber
shops, foot massages and sports fields in 29
high-risk provinces including Bangkok, are
allowed to resume operations, while restaurants
can open to diners, the task force said.

and regularly tested with antigen kits, and
to require customers to show proof of
vaccination and negative tests.

Thailand reported 18,702 new cases and
273 new deaths on Friday, among some 1.14
million cases and 10,587 deaths overall, the
overwhelming majority since April.

Its current struggle is with the highly
transmissible Delta variant of the virus, which
has seen record deaths during August.

“We need to adjust the way we handle
and live with the disease safely... by adjusting
strategy and build confidence so disease
control measures are in line with reviving the
economy safely,” task force spokeswoman
Apisamai Srirangsan told a briefing.

REUTERS/FILE
People queue for free coronavirus disease rapid antigen tests at a mass testing
station, as the spread of Covid-19 continues, in Bangkok, Thailand on July 15.



