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Seaweed farming in backyard

SHYKH SERAJ

At the end of October 2019, I was in
Qingdao, China to attend the China
International Agriculture Machinery
Exhibition (CIAME). Qingdao is an
old city on the shores of the Yellow
Sea. Ocean University in Qingdao
has a reputation for researching
marine economics and I had the
opportunity to visit several faculties of
the university. My purpose of visit was
to get acquainted with their activities,
especially up-to-date research on
marine resources. I went there and got
lots of information. The sea is a major
source of nutrition for China’s huge
population. In addition to nutrition,
the blue economy is an important
part of their overall economy. They
are moving forward in many ways to
unravel the mystery of the resources
of the sea. I had talks with many
senior researchers and professors at
the university. Professor Zhou Hong,
a lead researcher at the Benthos Lab
under the Department of Marine
Ecology, said, not only marine fish
but also seaweed is rich in nutrients
and demand for this variety has grown
significantly. There are some foods
made from seaweed. I came to know
about the great demand for seaweed
by visiting a grocery shop. There were
various seaweed stalls in that shop.
Seaweed has become an essential
nutritious food ingredient for Chinese
people.
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As far I can remember, Bangladesh
Agricultural Research Council (BARC)
organized a conference on the
potential of spirulina cultivation in
Bangladesh in the early nineties of
last century. In May 2016, I prepared a
news report on the success of seaweed
research and production at the field
level in our country. Seaweed is a
potential element in achieving the
prospects of the blue economy, which
is quite realistic in our ocean. It is
possible to produce a huge amount of
seaweed by cultivating and extracting

unique seaweed from our long sea
border. I remember seeing the first
seaweed cultivation in Tokyo in 2005.
The first seaweed cultivation in the
Tokyo Sea began in 1670, though its
commercial farming started back in
1940. Seaweeds became very popular
In Japan, China, Korea and many
other countries. We also have a huge
potential for seaweed cultivation
along the coast.

The most hopeful thing is that our
entrepreneurs have started cultivating
seaweed not only on the sea beach but
also on plain lands. Rakibul Sarker
of Amsho village in Tanore upazila

per kg. His investment has risen in
the first six months. My question to
Rakibul was, the way spirulina is used
as food in foreign countries did not
start in our country. So, how is he is
looking into the marketing scenario?
Spirulina is highly valued in the
pharmaceutical industry, including
unani medicine, he said. In addition,
the use of spirulina in poultry feed
will meet the nutritional needs of the
chicken and cattle. As ornamental fish
farming is increasing in the country,
spirulina has to be imported for the
industry, says Rakibul. He said it is
possible to take initiative to produce

Rakibul Sarker is seen working in his spirulina farm at Amsho village in

Rajshahi’s Tanore upazila.

of Rajshahi is one such entrepreneur.
Rakibul has now started cultivating
seaweed at the Barind region of
Rajshahi, where it was unthinkable.
Rakibul's has a house like any other
ordinary farmer in the area with a yard
in front of it where he has a shade,
covered by white plastic polythene. If
you don't enter inside the shade, you
will never know what is happening
there. Inside, there is a big enclosure,
kind of a large tank made of cement,
where a sea water-like environment
has been created by mixing the
necessary ingredients in 17,000 litres
of water. Nutritious spirulina is being
cultivated there.

Spirulina is a super seafood and
it is most nutritious for human
consumption. Spirulina has 374
kilocalories of energy per 100 grams.
[t contains large amounts of beta
carotene, vitamin B12, iron and fatty
acids as well as tes mineral GLA-
gramma-linolenic acid which is found
only in breast milk. It also contains
three times more protein than fish
and beef, and six times more protein
than eggs. Two times more minerals
than soybeans, four times more fibre
or dietary fibre than flour, five times
more carotene than carrots and 40
times more carotene than spinach,
10 times more calcium than milk, 75
times more than spinach and 30 times
more iron than beef.

Rakibul released 30 litres of
spirulina seaweed in 17,000 litres of
water and harvest from there in every
15 days. He said it would be possible
to get 25 to 30 kgs of seaweed every
month and he can sell it at Tk 2,500
(USD 30) to Tk 3,000 (USD 35)
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seaweed on small scale by spending
only Tk 25,000 (USD 293). He
advises starting spirulina cultivation
experimentally on a small scale.
Rakibul hopes spirulina can change
his fate.

Not only Rakibul, there are many
examples of initiating such an
entrepreneurial dream with seaweed.
Seven young entrepreneurs from a
remote village have also succeeded
in cultivating nutritious seaweed
spirulina in  Kurigram's Fulbari
upazila. They are also dreaming of
employment by producing spirulina
artificially and exporting it abroad.
The seven young entrepreneurs are
Selim Reza, Ershad Hossain, Golam
Wadud, Zakir Sarker, Hasan Bappee,
Masud Rana and Fatema Akhter Mitu.
They all hail from Prankrishna village.
Ershad has built a dream greenhouse
on only three decimals of land in
his backyard. Selim attained training
on spirulina cultivation from Sher-
e-Bangla Agricultural University and
later taught the other six. Now their
dreams and success have spread far
and wide.

In addition to the sea beaches,
the country has great potential for
artificial spirulina production. Only
general people need to know how to
use spirulina as a food item. Moreover,
there is a huge demand for it in
abroad. These seaweeds can make a
significant contribution in agricultural
economy as well as meeting our
nutritional needs. The future of the
blue economy we are dreaming of
can spread across the country through
Rakibul’s initiatives.

While a CNG-run auto-rickshaw makes preparation to take the plunge, a motorbike
rider with pillion passenger negotiates a huge pothole submerged in rainwater on
Chandura-Akhaura road. The photo was taken recently.

Thousands suffer on

dilapidated road for years

Our CORRESPONDENT, Brahmanbaria
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Youth killed
over family

feud

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

A young man, severely
beaten allegedly by his
parents and younger
brother over a family feud
in Gafargaon upazila

on Wednesday, died at
Mymensingh Medical
College Hospital (MMCH)
yesterday.

The deceased, Sharful
Dhali, 30, a Lebanon
expatriate, was son of Ishaq
Dhali of Chakua village.

Quoting neighbours,
Officer in Charge of Pagla
Police Station Mohammad
Rasheduzzaman said
spending eight years in
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Nearly three lakh residents of 10 unions
in Bijoynagar upazila have been facing
immense sufferings for the last couple of
years as about a 10-kilometre section --
between Kalir Bazar and Singarbeel Bazar
-- of Chandura-Akhaura road developed
large potholes.

The road is also vital for residents of
Madhabpur upazila in Habiganj and
vehicular traffic transporting goods
between most districts in Sylhet division
and Akhaura land port.

The potholes on the dilapidated part
of the road are so big at some points
that those turn into ditches during the
monsoon season. During dry season, huge
clouds of dust are kicked up by running
vehicles, causing respiratory problems for
road users and residents of nearby villages.

The worst sufferers are patients who
have to spend an exorbitant fare to and
from hospitals.

According to data from Local
Government Engineering Department
(LGED), after its inception in 2010, the
road was repaired two times -- in 2015
and 2017. A fund of Tk 20 crore has been
allocated recently to repair the road again.

During a visit to the rundown part of the
road, large and small water-filled potholes
were found in at least 30 locations of the
road, including in Khiratola, Atkhola,

Pattan, Sreepur, Noagaon, Champaknagar,
Satirpara and Petuajuri areas.

Locals said they now have to spend
around three hours to pass the dilapidated
part of the road, which otherwise took
them less than an hour.

Use of substandard materials during
repair work and plying of overloaded and
illegal heavy vehicles such as power tillers
lead to frequent damage to the road, they
also speculated.

Satgaon village resident Tanjin Siddique
said over five hundred CNG-run auto-
rickshaws and several hundred trucks ply
the road that is the only major road for
residents of the 10 unions in Bijoynagar
upazila.

Smaller vehicles often get damaged or
break down on the road riddled with large
potholes, said CNG-run auto-rickshaw
driver Tapos Saha.

Passengers of vehicles often have to get
out and push broken-down vehicles out of
the muddy holes in the road, he added.

Contacted, Anisur Rahman Bhuiyan,
LGED engineer in Bijoynagar upazila, said
repair work on the road is underway and
work on seven kilometres of it has already
been completed.

The work came to a halt following
the death of the contractor firm owner
and unavailability of funds from the
department concerned, he also claimed.

Lebanon Sharful returned
home about six months
ago.

During his stay in
Lebanon, he used to send
money in his father’s bank
account.

Since his return, Sharful
has been asking his father
to return his money, but the
latter did not pay heed to
his request, which triggered
a feud between them.

As a sequel, Sharful
had an altercation with
his father on Wednesday
morning. Later, his mother
Hosne Ara, 47, and younger
brother Ashraful Dhali,

28, also joined hand with
Ishaq.

At one stage, they
attacked Sharful with sticks
and iron rods, beat him
mercilessly and kept him
untreated inside a locked
room until local Niguari
UP Chairman Sheikh
Shahabuddin rescued
him around 4:00pm and
admitted him to MMCH.

He died at the hospital
yesterday morning.
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