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I remember the days of the Snapchat filters. I'll admit, I've used a couple of
them. There was a dog one, and the extremely popular flower crown which
became a customary filter on Pahela Baishakh. While I've come far from my
days of spending hours on the internet browsing through people’s lives,
understand the momentary visual appeal of a perfect skin on my photo feed.

However, if you're living in an augmented reality, [ have news for you.
You're fooling yourself. The internet, and social media, does enough to make
us feel both inferior and superior depending on activities and perspective;
why get stuck in an endless loop and contribute to mental health issues that
might create polarizing personalities?

This week’s cover story unveils the true fagade behind the mass usage of
AR filters. Whether you know it or not, whether you agree to it or not — how
you use the internet defines how it uses you. The question remains, can the
people take back this power in their own hands?

-- Kazi Akib Bin Asad, Editor In-charge, SHOUT

@tashfique777
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OPLAVWATCH

TV SERIES

Shows That (Perhaps)
Ended Too Early

FARNAZ FAWAD HASAN

The common objective of streaming sites
- to maximise profit by only renewing
shows with massive viewership - has
not been kind to the ones with a niche
audience. Before you can get emotionally
invested in one, they either get cancelled
or are never renewed even after having the
potential to be something great.

Here is a list of a few one-season shows
that got scrapped way too early.

I AM NOT OKAY WITH THIS

I Am Not Okay With This is a teenage,
coming-of-age story, with an enticing sto-
ryline. Based on the eponymous graphic
novel by Charles Foreman, this diegesis
revolves around 17-year-old Syd dealing
with the distressing complexities of life
along with the burdening consciousness
of her budding superpowers.

Despite the clichés and recycled refer-
ences, the slow burn nature of the plot
and the intriguing twists keep viewers
glued to the screen. The writers also me-
ticulously tucked in clues foreshadowing
the future while strategically ending the
season with a cliffhanger.

LIVING WITH YOURSELF

Unhappy with his life and fizzling
relationship, Miles Elliot, played by the
charming Paul Rudd, decides to visit a
sketchy massage parlour to undergo a
treatment that will alter his personality.
The treatment goes wrong, and the sto-
ry follows him having to co-exist with
the embodiment of how he wished he
really was.

This compact 8-episode dramedy
packs a dense premise but ends up be-
ing captivating. The amazing execution
of the plot makes the viewers connect
with Miles, and the manic turbulence
of his life.

TEENAGE BOUNTY HUNTERS
Teenagers and bounty hunting? As

odd as it sounds, the peculiarity of the
premise somehow propels an excellent
take on life, race, religion, sexuality, and
gender roles.

Fraternal twins Blair and Sterling end
up fighting crimes and tracking down fel-
ons, under the wings of ex-cop and froyo
shop owner, Bowser. As the girls struggle
to juggle their secret bounty hunting life
and conservative ideals, they uncover
mysterious family secrets. Forget the title;
the show is terrific for getting out of a rut.

DASH & LILY

If you're looking for a heartfelt, romantic,
swoon-worthy series that will put a smile
on your face, Dash and Lily is the perfect
fit for you.

It's a heart-warming tale of two
individuals who happen to cross paths
through a diary, and travel all over New
York in hopes of finding bits about each
other through clues left in there. The
charming characters and whimsical holi-
day spirit add to this delightful love story.

THE SOCIETY

A group of students get transported to

a world resembling their own with no
inhabitants except for themselves. Soon,
they realise the need for a competent
leader and start fighting for power to
build their civilisation.

Although the story has a skosh of ri-
diculous loopholes, the emphasis on how
difficult it is to form a functioning society
from nothing makes it worth watching.
Teenage drama, politics, and mystery —
certainly are the triad that make this a
binge worthy show.

Farnaz Fawad Hasan is a disintegrating pool
noodle wanting to stay afloat. Reach her at
farnazfawadhasan @gmail.com



