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ADB: Pandemic ‘pushed 80m
in Asia into extreme poverty

The coronavirus pandemic may have pushed as
many as 80 million people in developing Asia
into extreme poverty last year, threatening to

derail progress on global goals to tackle poverty
and hunger by 2030, the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) said yesterday. Developing Asia’s
extreme poverty rate - or the proportion of its
people living on less than $1.90 a day - would

have fallen to 2.6% in 2020 from 5.2% in 2017
without Covid-19, but the crisis likely pushed

last year’s projected rate higher by about 2
percentage points, ADB simulations showed.

Israeli PM to present Iran
plan in first White House visit

New Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett
plans to push for a new Iran strategy during
his first White House visit, saying he will
urge US President Joe Biden not to revive the
2015 nuclear deal with Tehran. Bennett said
he would tell Biden: “This is the time to stop
the Iranians, not to give them a lifeline in the
form of re-entering an expired nuclear deal.”
Meanwhile, a 15-year-old Palestinian was
killed by Israeli fire in the occupied West Bank
yesterday when clashes erupted after Israeli
forces stormed a refugee camp near Nablus
in search of a suspect. The Palestinian health
ministry said Imad Khaled Saleh Hashash died
after sustaining a gunshot wound to the head.

Al Capone’s guns to go
under the hammerin US

Guns once owned by Al Capone, one of the most
notorious gangsters in United States history, are
to go under the hammer at a California auction.
The mobster’s favored .45 automatic pistol is
among the haul, which also includes vintage
photos, a letter to his son written from Alcatraz.
(Capone was one of the most feared figures in
organized crime during the Prohibition Era,
when the sale or production of alcohol was
banned in the United States. He was the boss
of the Chicago Outfit, a 1920s gang that beat
out rivals in bootlegging and racketeering with
increasingly brutal methods.

Philippines’ Duterte to
run for vice president

Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte will run
for vice president in next year’s elections, his
party said yesterday, after months of speculation
about whether he would seek to stay in power.
Duterte, who was elected to the top job in 2016
and is barred under the constitution from seeking
another term. “President Rodrigo Roa Duterte
agreed to make the sacrifice ... and accepted the
endorsement of the PDP Laban Party for him
to run as vice president in the 2022 national
elections,” the party said in a statement. The
party is also expected to endorse Duterte’s top
aide, Senator Christopher Lawrence “Bong” Go, to
be their presidential candidate.

SOURCE: AFP, REUTERS
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Credible reports of executions by Taliban
Says UN rights chief; China urges accountability for US-led coalltlon s actions

AGENCIES

The UN human rights chief yesterday said that she
had received credible reports of serious violations
committed by the Taliban in Afghanistan, including
“summary executions” of civilians and Afghan
security forces who have surrendered.

Michelle Bachelet gave no details of the killings in
her speech to the Human Rights Council, but urged
the Geneva forum to set up a mechanism to closely
monitor Taliban actions.

The Taliban treatment of women and girls would
be “a fundamental red line”, she told the council’s
emergency session, held at the request of Pakistan
and the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC).

Afghanistan’s  diverse ethnic and religious
minorities were also at risk of violence and repression,
she said, citing reports of killings and targeted attacks
in recent months.

Nasir Ahmad Andisha, a senior Afghan
diplomat from the deposed government, called for
accountability for Taliban actions, describing an
“uncertain and dire” situation where millions of
people fear for their lives.

Members of anti-Taliban forces stand guard at an
outpost in Panjshir province on Monday. Taliban
said they have surrounded the area but want
negotiated settlement of the standoff. source: arp

Independent UN human rights experts, in a joint
statement, said that many people were in hiding as
“the Taliban continues to search homes door-to-
door” and that seizures of property and reprisals were
being reported.

But China’s ambassador to the UN in Geneva, Chen
Xu, said that the US army and the militaries of other

coalition partners, including Britain and Australia,
should be held accountable for alleged rights
violations their forces committed in Afghanistan.

The United States condemned attacks that it said were
being carried out against civilians, journalists, activists
and minority groups, but did not name the Taliban.

The council will consider a draft resolution,
submitted by Pakistan, that voices concern at reports
of violations.

But it does not mention the Taliban by name, nor
would it set up an international fact-finding mission
to probe them.

Instead, it calls on Bachelet to report back to
the forum at its March 2022 session and urges all
parties to respect human rights law including “the
full and meaningful participation of women” and of
minorities.

Meanwhile, The UN'’s World Food Programme
yesterday warned that low supplies of food aid were
threatening to plunge war-ravaged Afghanistan into a
humanitarian disaster once winter arrives.

WEP has warned that one-third of Afghanistan’s
population -- 14 million people -- is already at risk of
severe or acute hunger.
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1944 - Paris was
liberated when the local
German commander
surrendered to the allies

1990 - UN security
council authorizes
military action against
Iraq
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MYANMAR CRISIS
Junta mulls

raising village
militias
AFP, YANGON

Myanmar’s junta is
considering raising

village militias to combat
opposition to its rule, state
media said yesterday, as it
struggles to assert control
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China slams ‘selfish’ US policy

Points finger at Afghan crisis after US VP, in Asia, accuses
Beijing of ‘intimidation’ in South China Sea

AGENCIES

China yesterday held up America’s
chaotic withdrawal from Afghanistan
as an example of Washington's
“selfish” foreign policy, hitting back
at Vice President Kamala Harris's
accusations of intimidation in Asian
waters.

During a trip to Singapore Harris
took aim at Beijing for making claims
to “the vast majority of the South China
Sea” as she sought to reassure regional
allies of America’s commitment to Asia
and binding international rules.

Her comments in Singapore came
as Washington seeks to reset relations
in Asia after the turbulent Donald
Trump era and build a bulwark against
the rising might of Beijing.

But her trip to the region, which
also includes a stop in Vietnam, comes
as Washington faces fresh questions
over its dependability amid the US
pullout from Afghanistan and Taliban
takeover.

In a her

speech laying out

administration’s foreign policy goals,
Harris reiterated that Washington had
“enduring commitments” in Asia --
and took aim at China.

“Beijing continues to coerce, to
intimidate and to make claims to the
vast majority of the South China Sea,”
she said.

“Beijing’s actions continue to
undermine the rules-based order and
threaten the sovereignty of nations.”

But Beijing hit back, holding up the
Afghan debacle as an example of the
United States” “selfish” foreign policy,
and accusing Washington of “bullying,
hegemonic behaviour”.

“The current events in Afghanistan
clearly tell us what the rules and order
the US speaks of are,” China’s foreign
ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin
said.

people in that country,” Wang said.

as well as Taiwan.

maritime claims.
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