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Harina Beel remains submerged as normal flow of water remains suspended due to unplanned fish cultivation.

PHOTO: STAR

Fish enclosures creating perennial
waterlogging in Harina Beel

Hundpreds of bighas of land along Chanchra Harina Beel in Jashore Sadar remain
out of the purview of Aman cultivation

Our CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

Around 1,500 bighas of land of
Chanchra Harina Beel (water
body) in Jashore Sadar upazila
remain out of the purview of
Aman cultivation as a section of
local influential people has turned
it into a haven for fish cultivation.

More than 25 fish enclosures
have been set up in the paddy
fields at the Saraghuto part of the
beel.

The influential people have also
dug out the soil of the cropland
to facilitate fish cultivation
hampering natural outflow of
water.

The newly planted Aman paddy
seedlings in some parts of the
water body have rotted due to
waterlogging.

Farmers have not been able
to plant Aman saplings even in
Rupdia, a part adjacent to Kalabaga
of the beel, due to knee-deep water.

The affected farmers said that
the water of Jashore town flows
through the Harina Beel during the
MONsSOOoN season.

Later, this water falls into the
Mukteshwari river through “Zia
Khal’ dug through the beel. But
for the last few years, a number
of unplanned fish enclosures have
been created disrupting the free
flow of water creating perennial
waterlogging.

Heavy rains often inundate the
five villages surrounding the beel.

IRRI and Ropa Aman used to be
cultivated in the beel even a few
years ago.

But for the last two vyears,
about 20 to 25 big and small fish
enclosures have been created in
Harina Beel. Currently, about 1500
bighas of land are under water.

Md Shahjahan, a farmer from
Uttar Bhaturia village in Chanchra,
said that he planted Aman paddy
on five bighas of land in the Beel
this season.

“My land was submerged as the
rain water could not get out of the
beel due to the fish enclosures,” he
said.

He said, last year in the Aman
season, he got 75 maunds of paddy

IRRI'and Ropa Aman
used to be cultivated

in the beel even a few
years ago, but for the
last two years, about 20
to 25 big and small fish
enclosures have been
created in Harina Beel.

from the five bigha.

Matiar Rahman, a farmer from
the same area, said that his 10
bighas of land in the beel have
been inundated. Due to the fish
enclosures, the flow of water in
the Zia canal of the beel has been
stopped.

As a result, the paddy seedlings
of his 10 bighas of land have rotted
this time. Most of the people on
the shores of Harina Beel have no
land anywhere except in the beel.

The crops of this land are their
only means of survival.

Anil Ghosh of Uttar Bhaturia
village said, influential people of
Jashore town are leasing some land
in Harina Beel and buying some
land for fish cultivation.

Even those who have land next
to the fish enclosures are being
pressurized in various ways to sell
out their lands to them.

Jashore Sadar Upazila Nirbahi
Officer (UNO) SM Munim Lincoln
said if any complaint is received,
legal action will be taken after
investigation.

Deputy Director of the District
Agriculture Extension Department
Badal Chandra Biswas said, “As
soon as I heard the matter I
instructed the upazila agriculture
officer to solve the matter through
the local people’s representatives.”

Nowork can be done hampering
cultivation on agricultural land,
he said, adding that a list is being
made to assess the amount of land
lost due to waterlogging in Harina
Bill.

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Brahmanbaria

When a bridge constructed over two
decades ago is yet to be made open to
public, how long would it take to build a
road that would connect it?

This question has always been lingering
in the minds of people living in Dharkhar
union of Akhaura upazila.

Thebridge was builtin 1999 on Nayakhal
canal, running between Krishnanagar and
Bangaj villages in the union. The price tag
of half a crore taka is nothing but a figure
to the villagers now, as the bridge is of no
use without roads approaching it on both
sides, said villagers.

At the initiative of Mohammad
Shahalam, the then lawmaker of the
area, Local Government Engineering
Department (LGED) constructed the 120-
foot long and eight-foot wide bridge with
funding from Akhaura Upazila Parishad,
according to official data.

Shanu Mia, a freedom fighter and a
resident of Bangaj village, said the bridge
would make lives easier for farming
communities not only in the two villages,
but also for those in several other nearby
villages including Bhabanipur as well as
Ghatiara and Borishol of Brahmanbaria
Sadar upazila.

Sweet pumpkin, bitter gourd, cucumber
and other crops including paddy grow very
well in these villages. But without being

Two decades later, bridge
still has no road

able to transport their produce and crops,
the farmers here incur huge losses every
year.

Moreover, the locals face immense
sufferings in the monsoon season when
they cannot move about in submerged
areas without using boats, he added.

While visiting the site on boat, signs
of decay were visible all over the bridge.
Especially several pillars were found to be
damaged and parts of its guard rails were
missing.

Dharkhar Union Parishad member
Habibur Rahman said that the authorities
over the years paid no heed to his repeated
requests of constructing a road for the
bridge.

Mosharaf Hossain Mosa, another Bangaj
resident, said Krishnanagar village remains
inundated in water almost all year round.

Without having any road in the village,
the residents and their school-going
children have to rely on slow-moving and
unsafe dinghies every day to reach their
destinations or schools in other villages, he
also said.

Contacted, Abdul Latif, engineer of
LGED in Akhaura, said they would be
able to establish road connectivity with
Krishnanagar village once a proposed
project titled ‘Greater Cumilla Project
(GCP-4)" gets approval of the higher
authorities.
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Signs of decay are visible all over the bridge -- on Nayakhal canal in Dharkhar union
of Brahmanbaria’s Akhaura upazila -- that was neither open nor got any approach
road in the last 22 years. Several of its pillars are already damaged and parts of its
guard rails are missing. The photo was taken recently.
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