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The Kukata mayor’s kitchen market on public land, right beside the Kuakata-Dhaka highway in Kuakata town.

The photo was taken recently.
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Mayor's ‘private market’ on
public property

Our CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Amid the rising onslaught on
private properties, including a
place of worship and cemetery
belonging to the minorities by
land grabbers in Kuakata, the
custodian of the town, the mayor
himself, has built a kitchen market
on public land right next to the
Kuakata-Dhaka highway.

Built on Roads and Highways
Department (RHD) land, on the
southern end of local BITB office
by the highway, the market is built
with wood and tin. Out of its 17
stalls, seven were handed over to
recipients two months back.

Although Mahmudur Rahman
Russell, sub-divisional engineer of
RHD in Kuakata, in a notice issued
on June 30 asked Mayor Anwar
Hossain Hawlader to remove the
illegal market, it is still operating
at the spot.

During a visit to the market
recently, many of the stores at the
market -- 120 feet by 30 feet -- were
seen selling fresh vegetables while
three were selling grocery items.

Only one store in the middle
of the market had a sign that read
‘Sanju Moni Store -- proprietor:
Shakib Hawladar. Samsul Haque
Hawlader, father of the storeowner,
said the mayor of Kuakata handed
over the stall to them after they
paid him Tk 10 thousand.

“We've been selling vegetables
here since last couple of months.
The monthly rent for the stall has
yet to be settled,” he also said.

Another shopkeeper, Abdus
Salam, said, “I heard that the land
belongs to the government.”

Although he claimed that the
mayor built the market with his
“personal funds” to create business
opportunities for them, he
admitted to have paid the mayor

The market is built
with wood and tin,
and out of its 17
stalls, seven were
handed over to re-

cipients two months
back.
some money as ‘construction

cost”.

Salam, however, refused to say
how much he paid to the mayor.

Vegetable seller Yasin also said
that the mayor has built the market
so they could make a living by
conducting their business there.

A resident of the municipality
on condition of anonymity said
that the Kuakata mayor collected

advance payments from locals

and built the market illegally by

encroaching on government land

so he could rent it out for his own
enefit.

Contacted,  Mayor  Anwar
Hossain Hawlader said that he
spent Tk 7 lakh from his personals
funds to build the market for
residents of the town, as there
was no kitchen market in the
municipality. “If the department
concerned wants the land back, I
will remove the market.”

Asked about the notice served
by the RHD, he said, “I received
the letter and I've been having
discussions with them [RHD].”

Mir Mohammad Kamrul Hasan,
executive engineer of RHD in
Patuakhali, said, “We couldn't
take any action so far due to the
nationwide lockdown. However,
steps are being taken to remove
that market soon.”

People of two villages
under Krishnanagar

union in Brahmanbaria’s
Nabinagar upazila form

a human chain on the
bank of the Titas river,
demanding immediate
completion of the
construction work of
Mantala-Sitarampur
bridge. Roads and
Highways Department
(RHD) constructing the
556-meter-long bridge,
scheduled to be completed
in June this year, at a cost
of Tk 70 crore.

PHOTO:
STAR

Remembering Covid warrior:
Library named after polzceman

Our CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Commemorating the death of a police
constable who died of Covid-19 while
discharging duty as a frontline fighter
during the coronavirus outbreak in the
country, the Khansama Police Station
in Dinajpur has opened a library after
his name, providing solace to the
grieved family members.

Md Nazmul Islam, who joined
Bangladesh police in 2007, died of
covid-19 on October 15 last year
while undergoing treatment at
Rangpur Medical College Hospital
(RMCH). He played a crucial role as a
frontline fighter in Gaibandha district.
Khansama upazila of Dinajpur was
his birthplace.

After ten months of his death,
the Police department has built a
single-room library building at the
compound of the Khansama Police
Station.

Nazmul Islam Smriti Pathagar
(Nazmul Islam Memorial Library) has
a collection of around 300 books, said
Kamal Hossain, officer-in-charge of
Khansama Police Station.

Local lawmaker AH Mahmood
Ali inaugurated the library virtually
on August 17 as chief guest while
Khansama Upazila Nirbahi Officer
(UNO) Ahmed Mahbub-Ul Islam,
and OC Kamal Hossain of Khansama
Police Station, were present as special

guests.

The authorities of Khansama Police Station in Dinajpur built the library at
the police station compound commemorating the sacrifice of Covid warrior

constable Nazmul Islam.

Family members of Nazmul Islam
were also present on the occasion.

The lawmaker, in his speech, said
that the library at the police station
will be an excellent place for locals in
the Upazila to garner knowledge.

He urged the youths to shun the
path of drug addiction and develop
reading habit.

Kamal Hossain, the OC of
Khansama Police Station, said they

PHOTO: STAR

will take initiative to collect more
books for the library to enrich the
collection.

“It's our little effort to remember
Nazmul through the library,” he said.

Sharmin Akter Lovely, the widow of
Nazmul Islam, said that the pandemic
has taken away her husband early.

“But, this effort of Bangladesh
Police will provide a little solace to
us,” she said.

Woman,
youth killed
under train
in Tangail

Our CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Two people, including a
housewife, died under the
wheels of two separate
trains in Kalihati upazila of
the district yesterday.

The deceased are
Suborna Akter, 22, wife
of Mohammad Solaiman
of Sadar upazila, Sohel
Rana, 27, of Sirajganj of
Shahjadpur upazila.

Locals said Suborna
jumped under a north-
bound train in Rajabari
area around 11:00am and
died on the spot.

Meanwhile, Dhaka-
bound Sundarban Express
hit Sohel near Kamakkhar
Intersection in the upazila
while he was crossing the
rail tracks around 5:00am,
police quoted locals as
saying.

Sub Inspector
Mohammad Bellal at
Tangail Railway Police
Outpost said they recovered
Sohel’s body from the spot
and sent it to the hospital
for autopsy.
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