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AMINUL ISLAM, Mymensingh

Two chicken varieties developed by Bangladesh Agricultural University (BAU) scientists 
have the potentials to usher in a new era in poultry farming. Developed from native 
chicken germplasm, they grow quickly, consume very little and are disease-resistant. 

Their meat is as tasty as that of local varieties and is deemed safer as they do not require 
any vaccines and antibiotics. 

The two varieties -- BAU White and BAU Colour -- are the result of a five-year research 
aimed at meeting the ever-growing demand for quality protein at an affordable price. 

Chicken varieties 
with prospects

Result of a 5-yr research by BAU scientists, 
the disease-resistant strains are ‘affordable, 

delicious and have huge future market’
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PROF MAMUN AL 

MAHTAB

Since December 
2019, the world is 
learning to adapt 
to a new normal 
and at the same 
time, new words are 
being introduced 
into our vocabulary 
regularly.

Since it is now 
well established 
that Covid-19 
affects the liver in 
addition to lungs, 
heart, kidneys, eyes 
and so on, we -- 
hepatologists -- are 
learning too. 

We are trying to 
remain updated 
on “COVALI” or 
Covid-19-associated 
liver injury that is 
yet to be included 

COVID-19’S 
IMPACT ON LIVER
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Guavas being taken to market beside Chattogram-

Cox’s Bazar highway. Guavas of Kanchannagar 

area of Chattogram’s Chandanaish are famous for 

their taste and highly sought after. Inset, people 

harvesting guavas in Swapnonagar yesterday. 
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Wage strong 
movement 
against DSA, 
other laws
Fakhrul urges journos
UNB, Dhaka

BNP Secretary General 
Mirza Fakhrul Islam 
Alamgir yesterday 
urged journalists and 
professionals to launch a 
strong movement against 
all “repressive laws”, 
including the Digital 
Security Act. 

“The media in 
Bangladesh have taken 
a different character. If 
you look at the print and 
electric media, you will 
find them in a sorry state. 
One or two newspapers 
who used to write freely, 
don’t dare to do that now,” 
he said. 

The BNP leader also 
said the government has 
created a terrible situation 
with various “oppressive” 
laws to suppress journalists 
and gag the media. “Let’s 
launch a movement to 
repeal all the repressive 
laws and the Digital 
Security Act.” 

He made the remarks at 
a discussion organised by 
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SHAMSUDDOZA SAJEN 

DELHI CONSULTS 
BANGLADESH LEADERS
India has been consulting 
the leaders of the Bangladesh 
government to find out how, if 
at all, the issue of Bangladesh 
could be raised before the world’s highest forum -- the United 
Nations General Assembly beginning next month in New York. 
The Indian foreign office believes that the issue would be broached 
before the General Assembly by one country or another and might 
even be referred to one of the many committees of the UN.
BID FOR RECOGNITION
The Bangladesh Government-in-exile is planning to make 
another bid in September for the recognition of Bangladesh by 

ROAD TO FREEDOM
THIS DAY IN BANGLADESH LIBERATION WAR HISTORY

New recognition bid by 
Bangladesh govt
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FLIGHTS TO INDIA

Momen, 
Biman trade 
blame for 
confusion
RASHIDUL HASAN

Foreign Minister AK Abdul 
Momen and Biman are 
at loggerheads over the 
confusion created over 
flight operations to and 
from India.

Both blamed each other 
for the mess.

The confusion arose 
after Momen on August 17 
announced to the media 
that flight operations 
to India will resume 
from August 20. Biman 
subsequently issued a press 
release that said flights 
to Delhi and Kolkata will 
resume on August 22 
(yesterday). 

However, all these 
announcements were made 
without the approval of the 
Civil Aviation Authority, 
Bangladesh (CAAB).  

Group Captain Chy 
M Zia Ul Kabir, member 
(Flight Standard & 
Regulations), CAAB, 

SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

City

ATTACK ON PATIENT, ATTENDANT 

Bogura hospital 
launches probe
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bogura

Authorities of Bogura’s Shaheed Ziaur 
Rahman Medical College Hospital formed 
a four-member probe body yesterday to 
investigate the hospital interns’ assault on a 
pregnant woman, her family members, and 
police constables on Saturday evening.

The assault, according to police and family 
members of the patient -- Joynab Begum, 30 
-- included a male intern kicking the pregnant 
woman in the stomach, injuring her.

The incident, which involved more than 
50 interns of SZRMCH, took place between 
7:30pm and 9:00pm on Saturday at the 
hospital’s gynaecology department, police 
and the patient’s family members said.

Abdul Wadud, deputy director of the 
hospital, said yesterday, “A four-member 
probe body led by an associate professor 
from the surgery department was formed 
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Raging Padma 
threatens 
more crops
Farmers in shoal, low-
lying areas already 
counting losses

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

The mighty Padma has 
rapidly been swelling 
over the last few days, 
flooding vast shoal areas of 
Pabna Sadar and Ishwardi 
upazilas.

Floodwater damaged 
crop fields, especially 
vegetable ones, in the 
shoal areas, says the district 
agricultural extension 
department.

Water was flowing just 
below the danger mark 
at the Hardinge Bridge 
point in Ishwardi yesterday 
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BULLYING

HC questions 
‘inaction, 
apathy’ of 
authorities
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court 
yesterday questioned the 
“inaction and apathy” 
of the authorities to take 
preventive measures 
and protect students 
from bullying at their 
institutions.

The court issued a rule 
asking the authorities of 
the government to explain 
in four weeks why the 
inaction and apathy should 
not be declared illegal. 

In the rule, the HC 
also asked them to show 
causes why they should not 
be directed to formulate 
a policy or guideline 
to prevent bullying at 
academic institutions. 

The HC bench of Justice 
M Enayetur Rahim and 
Justice Md Mostafizur 
Rahman came up with 
the rule following a writ 
petition filed by Supreme 
Court lawyer Md Tanvir 
Ahmed seeking necessary 
directives on this issue. 
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