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In Bangladesh, the historical imambaras are
Hussaini Dalan built by Mir Murad during
the Mughals’Shah Shuja in the seventeenth
century, and the Prithimpassa Nawab Bari,
Sylhet. Prithimpassa imambara, which was
built during the time of the Sultans by the
Zamindar of Prithimpassa and changes were
brought during different times, especially
after the 1897 earthquake by Nawab Al
Amjad Khan and also during the time of
Nawab Ali Haider Khan and Nawab Ali
Asghar Khan in the early twentieth century.

Today, the imambara is the centre of
Moharram programmes and also during
different Islamic dates. It may be mentioned
here that it can be considered the oldest
in the region. During the erstwhile East
Pakistan, people from all over Pakistan and
India attended the Moharram programmes
in Prithimpassa. Among them were
renowned religious scholars and marsia
(elegiac poem) khans (reciters). Even the
Shah of Iran, Reza Shah Pahelvi visited
the place in 1950. In the ‘90s Ayatullah
Shah Rukhi of Iran regularly visited and
participated in the programmes at the
imambara.

The Murshidabad Nizamat Imambara
was built by Nawab Nazim Mansur Ali
Meerza. It is considered the largest in the
subcontinent. The Nizamat Imambara was
built in 1847 AD by Nawab Nazim of Bengal,
Bihar, Orissa — Nawab Mansur Ali Khan. It
was built after the old imambara built by
Nawab Siraj ud-Daulah was destroyed by

the fires of 1842 and 1846. This imambara

is the largest in India. It was built under the
supervision and direction of Sadeq Ali Khan
just opposite the Hazarduari Palace at a cost
of more than six lac rupees. It took only 11
months to finish construction.

The Asifi Imambara at Lucknow was
built by Nawab Asifuddowla of Awadh. The
construction of this imambara, which is
also called Bara Imambara, started in 1780
during a year of a devastating famine. One
of Asaf-ud-Daula’s objectives in embarking
on this grandiose project was to employ
people in the region while the famine
lasted. Construction was completed in
1794.

The estimated cost of building the
imambara ranges between five to ten lakh
rupees. Even after completion, the Nawab
used to spend between four and five
hundred thousand rupees on its decoration
annually to generate employment to
alleviate the sufferings of the people in the

raging famine.

The building also has the famous Bhool
Bulaya, meaning the labyrinth. These
two buildings are architectural marvels,
unique for the size and the architectural
ingenuity which are wondrous, a testimony
to the genius and skill of the people
of the time. They can be considered as
one of the wonders of the world and
have been declared world heritage sites.
They represent the Islamic architectural
development and the beauty and creativity
of the Islamic era, which continue to dazzle
and amaze the visitors. The renowned
architect Kifayatullah was the designer and
builder of this magnificent building.

The Sibtainabad Imambara by Nawab
Wajid Ali Shah, the last king of Awadh, was
built during his exile at Matiaburj, Garden
Reach, West Bengal. It is also a tour de force
and speaks volumes about that period.

The other famous imambara is
the Hooghly Imambara and mosque
in Hooghly, West Bengal, India. The
construction of the building was started by
Muhammad Mohsin in 1841 and completed
in 1861. The building is a two-storied
structure, with a tall clock tower over the
entrance gate. The mosque has intricate
designs and texts from Quran engraved
on the wall. The interior of the mosque
is decorated with marbles, candles, and
hanging lanterns.
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