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Repatriation
FROM PAGE 3

Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen recently 
said the government had rejected the 
WB proposal in which it called for giving 
refugees all kinds of legal rights, including 
birth and death registration, working, 
buying land, education, employment and 
engaging in business. 

Meanwhile, a report issued by the 
foreign ministry said improving the living 
standards of Rohingyas would encourage 
them to settle in the country permanently. 

The report, which was also placed in the 
parliamentary committee, said bypassing 
the issue of Rohingya repatriation, western 
countries and relevant UN agencies have 
long been interested in taking up long-term 
projects to improve the living standards of 
Rohingyas in the camps. 

The international community is 
becoming more active in increasing 
the quality of life and facilities for the 
camps, providing Rohingyas with formal 
education, technical  training, job creation 
through social business and various 
development projects. 

Such activities, especially the continuous 
improvement of the quality of life in the 
camps, could encourage the Rohingyas 
to settle permanently in Bangladesh and 
severely hamper the repatriation process, 
the foreign ministry said in its report. 

In this regard, the prime minister has 
approved the proposal of the foreign 
ministry to take a policy decision to keep 
the living standards and facilities of the 
Rohingya camps at a reasonable and 
limited level in the interest of repatriation. 

Among others, committee members 
Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen; State 
Minister for Foreign Affairs Shahriar Alam; 
and lawmakers Nurul Islam Nahid, Golam 
Farooq Khandaker Prince, Abdul Majid 
Khan and Habibe Millat took part.

Meanwhile, the World Bank has clarified 
that the proposals made in its Refugee 
Policy Review Framework is a global 
document, not Bangladesh-specific, meant 
to assess the effectiveness of the refugee-
related projects funded by the global 
lender. It also said it was not in a position 
to negotiate the policy issues.

Another 242 
FROM PAGE 3

said they have already  informed all the city corporations 
and municipalities to take necessary steps in destroying 
breeding grounds of Aedes mosquitoes. 

Prof Dr Mohammad Shahidullah, president of the 
National Technical Advisory Committee on Covid-19, said 
amid the ongoing pandemic, dengue has emerged as an 
additional pressure for them. 

Third death
FROM PAGE 3

foundation said in a press release yesterday.
However, members of Samakal will pay homage to 

Sarwar at his grave at Martyred Intellectuals’ Graveyard in 
the capital’s Mirpur at 4pm today.

Besides, Sarwar’s family will arrange a doa mahfil and 
distribute food among orphans at his ancestral home in 
Barishal’s Banaripara.

Born on April 1, 1943 in Banaripara of Barishal, Sarwar’s 
career in journalism spanned over five decades, with 
multiple professional accomplishments.

Sarwar served as news editor of Bangla daily Ittefaq for 27 
years. He was also founding editor of Jugantor and Samakal.

He was awarded with the Ekushey Padak in 2014 for his 
contribution to journalism.

Seized in 
FROM PAGE 3

Indigenous People’s Forum, said, “It has been proven that protection of 
land rights of indigenous peoples is not possible with the existing land 
laws of the country. The government should empower and mobilise the 
CHT land commission, and establish the commission for indigenous 
groups of the plains, which authorities promised 13 years ago.” 

The discussants also criticised the government’s role in not recognising 
the country’s indigenous peoples as “indigenous”. Instead, it still uses the 
term “ethnic minorities” or “small ethnic groups”. 

Syeda Rizwana Hasan, chief executive of Bangladesh Environmental 
Lawyers’ Association, said, “There is a political goal behind such land 
grabbing and eviction. The government does not recognise them as 
indigenous communities and even ordered NGOs not to use the word 
‘indigenous’.” 

“We need to focus on this political motive and build a political discourse 
of our own to protect land rights of these groups,” she added. 

Fazle Hossain Badsha, lawmaker and secretary general of Bangladesh 
Workers’ Party, said, “It is really alarming that oppression of indigenous 
people is continuing even in this pandemic. National Human Rights 
Commission is supposed to submit a report on the protection of their 
land rights this month.” 

“We shall then take this report to the parliament and emphasise 
mobilising and empowering the CHT land commission, which is currently 
non-functional. We should also form a separate ministry for indigenous 
peoples of the plains, otherwise they will always remain excluded from the 
national budget,” he said.

Vaccination
FROM PAGE 3

Haque Milon, Syed Emran 
Saleh Prince, Shamsur 
Rahman Shimul Biswas, 
Aminul Haque and Rafiqul 
Alam Majnu; Jubo Dal 
leaders Saiful Alam Nirob 
and Sultan Salauddin 
Tuku; Swechchasebak Dal 
leaders Mustafizur Rahman 
and Abdul Kader Bhuiyan 
Jewell; and Chhatra Dal 
leader Fazlul Ramna 
Khokon were, among 
others, present. 

On January 23, 2015, 
Arafat Rahman Koko died 
of cardiac arrest in Malaysia 
at the age of 45.

SC upholds 
FROM PAGE 3

Petitioners’ lawyer Abdul Qaium told The Daily Star that 
the government had taken the decision without giving his 
clients any scope to defend themselves. 

They had been included in the gazette notifications of 
the list of freedom fighters after scrutinising their relevant 
documents and papers, the lawyer added. The move was 
reportedly taken following Jatiya Muktijoddha Council’s 
66th meeting on December 10, 2019.

MONEY LAUNDERING

Enamul, Rupon 
refused bail
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court on Wednesday refused to grant bail to 
“Casino Brothers “ -- Enamul Haque Enu and Rupon 
Bhuiyan -- in two money laundering cases involving Tk 2.17 
crore.  

The court, however, kept the appeal petitions for bail, 
stand over (waiting for hearing), in the cases for next three 
months. 

The HC bench of Justice M Enayetur Rahim and Justice 
Md Mostafizur Rahman came up with the order after hearing 
the appeal petitions filed by Enamul and Rupon challenging 
the lower court orders that rejected their bail petitions.

Enamul and Rupon cannot get released from jail 
following the HC orders, Anti-Corruption Commission 
lawyer Khurshid Alam Khan told The Daily Star. 

The senior special metropolitan judge’s court of Dhaka 
on October 10 last year rejected the bail petitions in the 
cases. 

The Criminal Investigation Department of police filed the 
cases with Sutrapur Police Station against the two accused 
on September 24, 2019. 

Lawyer Shaharia Kabir Biplab appeared for Enamul and 
Rupon during virtual hearing of the appeals.

Two remanded 
over receiving 
Covid vaccine
at home in Ctg
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A Chattogram court 
yesterday placed two 
persons on one-day 
remand each in a case filed 
in connection with getting 
Covid-19 vaccine at home 
in Chattogram city. 

Metropolitan Magistrate 
Hossain Md Reza passed 
the order after Khulshi 
police sought five-day 
remand for each, said 
Md Kazi Shahabuddin 
Ahmad, additional 
deputy commissioner 
(prosecution) of 
Chattogram Metropolitan 
Police. 

On Monday, police 
arrested Md Hasan (35) 
and Mobarak Ali (33) after 
a photo of Hasan being 
administered Covid-19 
vaccine at his home went 
viral on Facebook. 

Chattogram City 
Corporation medical 
officer Tapan Kumar 
Chakraborty filed the case 
with Khulshi Police Station 
accusing Hasan, Mobarak, 
one Md Sazzad and CCC 
health department lab 
technician Bishu Dey. 

According to the case 
statement, Bishu took the 
vaccines from the Mostafa 
Hakim Degree College 
vaccination centre and 
administered those to the 
three charging Tk 1,000 
each.

Sazzad and Bishu are 
currently absconding.

Man, son held 
for beating up 
relatives
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

Police yesterday detained 
a man and his son over 
beating up two of their 
relatives after tying them 
up to a pipe at their house 
in Shadapur area of Savar.

The victims are Abdul 
Mannan (55), grandfather-
in-law of Kalam; and 
Shahid Mollah (53).

Abdul Mannan’s son 
Faridur Rahman Joy told 
The Daily Star that the 
incident occurred due to 
family altercation.

Contacted, Kamal 
Hossen, inspector 
(investigation) of Savar 
Model Police Station, said 
filing of a case over the 
matter was underway.

A rickshaw-puller, 

engulfed by 

the black smog 

emanating from a 

nearby bus, tries 

to sneak through 

oncoming traffic 

in a bid to save 

a bit of time, but 

risking his and 

the passengers’ 

lives in the 

process. This 

photo was taken 

yesterday. 
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