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Cases of dengue
FROM PAGE 3

Md Tazul Islam in a meeting at the ministry of water 
resources yesterday said they are trying to control Aedes 
mosquitoes in an integrated way.

Stressing the need for raising awareness, he warned that 
more than 10 lakh people in the world are infected by the 
dengue virus every year, and it is not only a challenge for 
Bangladesh but for the world as well.

According to the data of July, 37,000 people were 
diagnosed with dengue in Vietnam, 31,000 in the 
Philippines, 15,000 in Malaysia and 3,500 in Singapore.

He said 20 magistrates of two city corporations in Dhaka 
are conducting mobile court drives in this regard.

Meanwhile, Dhaka South City Corporation (DSCC) 
Mayor Sheikh Fazle Noor Taposh yesterday said, “We will 
be able to bring relief from dengue through our operation.”

Speaking as chief guest at a programme at Khilgaon, 
he said they have been astonished seeing Aedes mosquito 
larvae in different houses.

Due to negligence of city dwellers, many containers and 
pots are turning mosquito breeding grounds, he claimed.

“We have conducted mobile court drives in around 
8,000 houses, but we are not getting informed residents. 
We particularly found breeding spots at different rooftop 
gardens,” the mayor said.

He called upon citizens to provide them information 
about breeding grounds of Aedes mosquitoes, so that 
authorities can destroy them.

Hapless 
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“Many beds were vacant 
even in June, but the 
situation worsened in the 
middle of July,” he firther 
said.

“July was worse but 
August may be the worst, 
if we do not follow health 
rules and increase the rate 
of vaccination,” Dr Rob 
added.

Asked, Civil Surgeon 
Fazle Rabbi said some 
eight out of 169 ICU beds 
at government and private 
hospitals in Chattogram 
were still vacant. “Those 
too will be filled up 
soon, if the infection rate 
increases,” he said. 

“We will start mass 
vaccination in ward and 
union levels from next 
week, and I would like to 
urge every eligible person 
to get vaccinated and 
follow health rules.”

Two cases 
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The cases were filed for reportedly making 
hurtful comparisons regarding specially-
abled people in a talk show and giving 
negative, misleading ideas about the people 
with disabilities in a tele-fiction. Both the 
programmes were aired on Channel i.

The magistrate took the cases into 
cognisance and recorded the complainant’s 
statements, he added.

The magistrate also directed the Police 
Bureau of Investigation to investigate the 
cases and submit two separate reports before 
the court by September 22, Parvez added.

One case was filed against Faridur Reza 

Sagar, Shykh Seraj, screenwriter Moinul 
Shanu, director Rubel Hasan, actors 
Mehazabien Chowdhury and Afran Nisho, 
and the CEO of production house Central 
Music and Video (CMV) Entertainment for 
telecasting the Eid special tele-fiction titled 
“Ghotona Shotto,” which insensitively 
addressed children with special needs.

Another case was filed against Barrister 
Syed Sayedul Haque Sumon, Faridur Reza 
Sagar, Shykh Seraj, Jahid Newaz Khan, Raju 
Alim and Shoma Islam for reportedly making 
hurtful comparisons regarding specially-
abled people at the talk show“Metrocem To 
the point,” on Channel i.

Pandemic
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basis to reopen educational institutions 
maintaining proper health guidelines.

On the occasion of World Youth Day, 
TIB placed a nine-point recommendation 
to overcome the “huge loss” in terms 
of education and employment that the 
country’s youths had to incur amid the 
pandemic.

TIB said effective measures have to be 
taken through specific short-, medium- and 
long-term plan for the upgradation of all 
students to the next level after ensuring 
their evaluation process.

Besides, especial measure has to be 
taken to bring back dropped-out students 
to classrooms. Uninterrupted education 
has to be ensured for girls, children with 
disability, and students belonging to 
financially insolvent qwuarters, ethnic 
groups and left-behind communities by 

announcing special stimulus packages for 
them, said the anti-graft watchdog.

Although 16 months have passed 
since the announcement of the closure 
of educational institutions due to the 
pandemic in the country, it was not possible 
to take any combined and effective plan of 
action regarding their reopening, said TIB 
Executive Director Iftekharuzzaman.

“Although there has been effort to 
conduct online classes, it was largely 
unsuccessful due to lack of technology-
based skills as well as lack of uninterrupted 
power and internet services,” he said.

Instead, this has created a new type of 
discrimination in the education sector, 
Iftekharuzzaman said, adding several 
researches have suggested that in rural areas 
63 percent families don’t have the option 
to use internet while 87 percent families are 
not skilled enough to use it.

Address
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theft claims should be addressed at different platforms 
such as the Colombo Process or Abu Dhabi Dialogue.

He said the claims can be placed before the host 
countries through a “commission” or UN organisations 
working in those countries such as the International 
Labour Organization (ILO).

Shameem Ahmed Chowdhury Noman, former secretary 
general of Bangladesh Association of International 
Recruiting Agencies, said the wage theft claims can be 
shared with the foreign missions concerned in Bangladesh.

Migration expert Asif Munier said there is a need 
for continuing the campaign against wage theft while 
collaboration with regional platforms such as MFA can be 
essential in this regard.

Syed Saiful Hoque, chairperson of Warbe Development 
Foundation, said due to wage theft, at one end migrant 
workers have lost their earnings while the government lost 
valuable foreign currencies.

Overnight
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vaccination programme 
must have proper planning 
and overall coordination, 
he added.

He also said different 
ministers are talking 
about vaccination in 
different ways. “People 
have lost confidence on 
the government due to 
ministers’ contradictory 
remarks.”

The JP chairman drew 
the government’s attention 
to the fact that at the 
upazila and even district 
levels, critical patients 
often do not get oxygen 
support. It has become 
urgent to build a field 
hospital with the necessary 
equipment with the help 
of the army.

JP Secretary General 
Ziauddin Ahmed Bablu 
said the government 
claimed that “they are 
stronger than Corona”. 
However, the country’s 
people are dying in 
ambulances on the way to 
get treatment, he said.

He said the government 
has completely failed to 
ensure healthcare for the 
common people.

Indigenous
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According to a survey of MJF, only 25 
percent of indigenous families in the 
plains, including the three hill districts, 
have received government incentives in 
the pandemic.

Shaheen Anam, executive director of 
MJF, chaired the event and said indigenous 
women both in the hill tracts and plain 
lands are more vulnerable to any kind of 
violence.

“And this violence is premeditated. The 
lack of security is still a big concern for 
them,” she said.

Association for Land Reform and 
Development (ALRD) Executive Director 
Dr Shamsul Huda said around three 
months ago, Prof Abul Barkat citing 
his study stated that almost 70 percent 
of plains and 80 percent of the hills’ 
indigenous people became poor, after the 
Covid-19 outbreak.

He added that the distribution of 
government support must include 
indigenous women. Only the 
announcement of incentives is not 
enough; the government should ensure 
that the incentives reach the right people.

Lawmaker Aroma Dutta in her 
speech as chief guest said, “We are yet to 
empathise with the pain and deprivation 
of indigenous women.”

“It is necessary to identify the systemic 
problem as to why government incentives 
were not distributed properly during the 
lockdown. We have to work together to 
solve the problem and reach those who 
require the incentives by dividing them 
based on zones,” she said.

Advocate Sultana Kamal, former adviser 
to the caretaker government, joined the 
webinar as a special guest and said the 
current government is thinking about 
indigenous people, but this is also true 
that the state is yet to ensure equality for 
all citizens.

“We have to raise the question of why 
we have not yet passed the Discrimination 
Elimination Act,” she said.

Dr Sadeka Halim, dean of Dhaka 
University’s Faculty of Social Sciences, said 
there is a need for scientific research on 
violence against women in the hills and 
plain lands.

An indigenous committee should be 
formed immediately, she said.

Sanjeeb Drong, secretary of Bangladesh 
Adivasi Forum; Rani Yan Yan, Chakma circle 
adviser; Tahera Jabeen, social development 
adviser at Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Office Bangladesh; among 
others, spoke at the event, moderated by 
Evelina Chakma, programme coordinator 
of MJF.

Arrest all culprits behind 
attack on Hindus in Khulna

Demand participants at human chain
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

The participants of a human chain in 
Khulna yesterday protested the recent attack 
on Hindus, their houses and places of 
worship in the district.

Bangladesh Hindu Buddha Christian 
Oikya Parishad, Bangladesh Puja Udjapan 
Parishad, Bangladesh Jatiya Hindu 
Mohajote, Sammilito Sangskritik Jote and 
other organisations formed the human 
chain at the city’s Picture Palace intersection.

They also brought out a procession 
there, demanding arrest of all who are the 
mastermind and committed the heinous 
acts.

The demonstrators also sought removal 
of the police camp in Ghatvog union as the 
law enforcers from there did not take any 
action during the attack.

Addressing the human chain, Md Babul 
Rana, general secretary of Khulna city unit 
of AL, said police already arrested some of 
the attackers. He urged the law enforcers to 
apprehend those who are on the run.

Krishnapada Das, president of Khulna 

Puja Udjapan Parishad, said the government 
should take action against them who are 
tarnishing the country’s image of communal 
harmony.

Proshanta Kundu, secretary of Puja 
Udjapan Parishad, Khulna unit; Shayman 
Halder, its former secretary; Nimai Chandra 
Roy, former trustee of Hindu Kalyan Trust, 
spoke at the event.

On Saturday night, miscreants, armed 
with sharp weapons, launched the attack 
at Shiyali village in Rupsha, Khulna. They 
vandalised and ransacked several houses, 
shops and five temples of Hindus.

Mohammad Mahbub Hasan, 
superintendent of police in Khulna, said the 
situation is now under control. Additional 
police were deployed to avoid any untoward 
incident.

He said 11 persons were arrested 
afterSoktipad Boshu, president of Rupsha 
Upazila Puja Udjapan Committee, filed 
a case withRupsha Police Station on that 
night, accusing 24 named and 150 to 
250 unnamed persons of committing the 
violence.

Back to
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Talking to The Daily Star, Mosharref Hossain, general 
manager of Hanif Paribahan, told The Daily Star, “We have 
resumed our services from the morning but the number of 
passengers is few as of now.”

Asked about the government’s directive to run a 
maximum of half of their total fleet of vehicles, he said, “The 
number of passengers is so few that we are only running 
one-fourth of our buses.”

In the meantime, though the number of customers 
increased in the kitchen markets, there were few customers 
at shopping malls and standalone outlets.

Earlier, Prof Be-Nazir Ahmed, former director (disease 
control) of DGHS, said that restrictions should only be fully 
lifted once infections dropped below five percent. Currently, 
it is above 20 percent.

He suggested following a scientific approach in dealing 
with the novel coronavirus. Otherwise, the country may 
have to pay a high price, he warned.

A total of 237 people died and 10,420 people were 
infected with Covid-19 yesterday.

When the second wave of the Covid-19 pandemic 
gripped the country in March this year, the government 
started imposing different restrictions, under various names, 
from the first week of April.

On April 5, when the second set of restrictions was first 
imposed, the daily positivity rate stood at 23.4 percent, 
while 52 deaths were recorded in the previous 24 hours.

The cabinet division on August 8 announced that all types 
of public transport could resume operation from yesterday.

Public transports were allowed to carry passengers at full 
capacity but half of the total number of vehicles would be 
allowed to operate, read the cabinet division circular.


