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Youth 
sent to jail 
for rape
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

A Jashore court sent a youth 
to jail after he was produced 
before it on charge of raping 
a disabled girl in Sadar 
upazila.

Meanwhile, police 
arrested the alleged rapist 
Shahin Hossain, 35, of 
Chaulia village in the 
upazila, after mother of the 
17-year-old victim filed a 
case with Jashore Kotwali 
Police Station accusing him 
on Sunday night.

According to the case 
statement, Shahin picked 
up the victim while she was 
returning home on Sunday 
evening. 

He took the girl to one 
Rafiq’s house and raped her 
there.

After returning home the 
victim disclose the matter to 
her parents, who informed 
the police of the matter.

Being informed, police 
went to the victim’s house 
first and then admitted her 
to Jashore General Hospital 
for medical test, Officer in 
Charge of Kotwali Police 
Station Tajul Islam said.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

About one thousand residents of Ashrayan 
project on Dulalbarir Char, a river island 
eight kilometres away from Mymensingh 
city, have been suffering from numerous 
problems since they were given free houses 
there by the government last year.

Most members of the low-income 
families, 240 in total, need to commute 
to and from the city every day to make a 
living. But a bamboo bridge made for them 
over Suti Khal, under the Ashrayan scheme, 
has become wobbly and hazardous within 
a few months.

Manik Mia, a grocer and a resident of the 
project, said many of the wooden planks 
on the rickety bridge broke down and 
made it extremely dangerous, especially for 
children, women, the elderly and people 
with disabilities.

The Ashrayan residents suffer the most 
when they need to cross the bridge in a 
hurry with a critically-ill patient, he also 
said. 

The bridge is crucial for their livelihoods 
as their work is mostly in Mymensingh 
city, said Mohammad Giasuddin, another 
resident of Dulalbarir Char Ashrayan. 

The Ashrayan residents do not have the 
financial solvency to raise necessary funds 
for the repair of the dilapidated bridge, he 

also said.
Resident Chand Mia drives auto-

rickshaw in the city. He said that over one 
hundred of the residents’ children risk their 
lives while crossing the unsafe bridge on 
their own when their schools are open.   

Third grader Rifat Mia and several other 
students of nearby Kalyanpur Government 
Primary School said they get scared every 
time they have to cross the broken bridge.

The second biggest difficulty the 
residents of Dulalbarir Char Ashrayan 
have been facing is the unavailability of 
adequate number of tube wells for its 
thousand residents. 

Abdur Rahman, another resident, said 
there are only 24 tube wells available for 
all the residents, aside from the six new 
tube wells installed by a non-governmental 
organization. 

An island in the Old Brahmaputra river, 
Dulalbarir Char, under Mymensingh Sadar 
upazila, is cut off from the mainland by 
Suti canal. The island therefore is flood-
prone and embankments are necessary to 
protect its inhabitants and their property, 
said many of the inhabitants.  

Waterlogging in the project area after 
even a moderate rainfall is another setback 
that is making their lives miserable, said 
Jomila Begum of the project. 

Many residents alleged that the houses 
in the project did not have finished floors 
when those were handed over to them, 
while others complained of frequent power 
outages that sometimes last for several days.  

Ever since they moved to their new 
address, their cost of commute rose by Tk 
60 to 100 each day, said many residents. 

Dolly Islam, a mother of two, said 
she used to work at a tailor’s shop in the 
city, but the long distance from the city 
has forced her to quit the job and rely on 
meagre income of her husband, who is a 
restaurant worker.

Maharani Chowdhury, 75, said she 
used to work as a day labourer in the city’s 
old Gudaraghat area, but she now has to 
depend on financial support from her 
children. 

Asked about the waterlogging problem 
at the Dulalbarir Char Ashrayan, 
Mymensingh Sadar Upazila Nirbahi Officer 
(UNO) Sinful Islam claimed that a proper 
drainage system, capable of dispersing 
water accumulated from moderate to heavy 
rainfall, was made under the project. 

On the issue of the dilapidated bamboo 
bridge, the UNO said a proposal for a 
bridge, made by the Local Government 
Engineering Department, was sent to the 
higher authorities for approval.

A YEAR OF DULALBARIR CHAR ASHRAYAN PROJECT

Residents plagued by problems

In this recent photo, a few of the one thousand residents of the Dulalbarir 

Char Ashrayan project, in Mymensingh Sadar upazila, are seen crossing 

the ramshackle bamboo bridge over Suti canal.
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73-year-old volunteers in traffic control 
in Kurigram for survival
Sona Ullah of Rajarhat upazila spent 45 years of his life peddling rickshaw now 
works daylong as a volunteer traffic controller for some Tk 150 a day
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Sona Ullah, who has spent 45 
years of his life peddling rickshaw 
in different parts of the country, 
now toils hard controlling traffic at 
Rajarhat upazila town in Kurigram 
from morning till evening.

Sona Ullah, now 73, has been 
working on the road as a volunteer 
traffic controller for the last seven 
years.

Sona Ullah, a resident of 
Putikata Mallirapar village of 
Rajarhat union under Rajarhat, 
has been working alongside the 
traffic police voluntarily. Drivers 
and locals are happy with the work 
of Sona Ullah, who discharges 
his duty with efficiency to ease 
the traffic movement on the busy 
intersection.

He does not receive any 
allowance from any department for 
this work. 

However, the truckers give him 
Tk 5-10 tip for assisting them to 
pass through the often-gridlocked 
intersection. 

Thus, he earns Tk 120-150 every 
day. He lives with his wife Nurjahan 
Begum (67). 

His two sons -- Rafiqul Islam and 
Chan Miah-- live along with their 
own families elsewhere apart from 
their parents. Sona Ullah owns only 
two decimals of land and a small 
tin-shed house on it. 

“Staying on the road spending 
busy time makes me happy and 
keeps me healthy,” Sona Ullah said. 
He also said although he and his 
wife are old enough to receive old 
age benefits from the government, 

but they have not been enlisted to 
the list of the beneficiaries.

Sona Ullah’s wife Nurjahan 
Begum said that her aged husband 
earns a little despite toiling hard. 

The family is going through a 
lot of hardships. Even if they want 
to eat fish and meat, they do not 
afford it. She feels sorry for her 
husband but she is also helpless. 

Abul Kalam, a traffic policeman 
at Rajarhat town, said that Sona 
Ullah plays a very helpful role in 
reducing traffic congestion. He 
always cooperates with the work of 
traffic police. 

“We support him personally,” he 
added.

Trucker Nur Jamal, 45, said that 
they give Sona Ullah a tip of Tk 
5-10 as he assists the truck drivers 
moving their vehicles through the 

intersection.
Local businessman Bikash 

Chandra Roy Tarun told the 
correspondent that even at the 
age of 73, Sona Ullah is keeping 
himself busy with work which is 
phenomenal. 

Pedestrians are also getting 
benefitted from Sona Ullah’s 
volunteering work, he added.

Rajarhat Upazila Parishad 
Chairman Enamul Haque said that 
preparations have been made to pay 
old age allowance to Sona Ullah 
and his wife Nurjahan Begum. 

The online application has been 
completed and they will come 
under this facility this year. 

Sona Ullah’s voluntary work 
is phenomenal and he has never 
come to me for seeking any relief, 
the chairman added.

Sona Ullah is seen controlling traffic at Rajarhat upazila town. PHOTO: S DILIP ROY 


