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Car sales stuck in slow lane
FROM PAGE B4

“The income is not enough to pay 
salaries to staff and clear rents of the 
showroom.”

“I am not the only retailer who 
is facing the situation. The scenario 
is the same for all car traders in the 
country.”

Maya needs Tk 250,000 every 
month to pay staff salary, rent and 
utility bills.

“We are not thinking about profit 
and loss at the moment. Instead, our 
focus is on how to survive business,” 
said Saiful Islam Samrat, vice-
president of Barvida.

If the BRTA opened its office for 
registration, the government would 

get revenue and tax as well, he said. 
Meanwhile, Barvida has demanded 

the withdrawal of the supplementary 
duty on microbuses.

Petrol-powered microbuses with a 
seating capacity of 10 to 15 passengers 
are the most imported item and used 
as public transport. After importing, 
they are converted into CNG or LPG-
run vehicles to cut the cost of fuel. 

Therefore, if the government 
reduces supplementary duty as per 
the finance minister’s budget speech, 
passengers will receive the benefit 
directly, the association said. 

Considering the proposal of 
Barvida, the government cut tariffs 
and exempted the imports of 

diesel-run microbuses from paying 
supplementary duties for 2021-2022.

They still have to face a 25 per cent 
import duty. 

The National Board of Revenue 
should extend the SD exemption 
facility to petrol-run microbuses, 
which are widely used in Bangladesh 
compared to those run by diesel, 
Barvida said.  

HNS Group’s Islam demanded 
the waiver of loan interest and 
postponement of the installment 
payment to at least December 2022 to 
help them recover the losses.

Islam also called for the waiver of 
port rents as they could not release the 
cars because of the capital crunch.

JANATA BANK

SM Mahfuzur Rahman, chairman of Janata Bank, virtually presided over its 14th 

annual general meeting recently. Harun Ur Rashid Mollah, additional secretary to 

Financial Institutions Division at the finance ministry, Md Humayun Kabir, executive 

director of Bangladesh Bank, Md Abdus Salam Azad, managing director and CEO of 

Janata Bank, Md Jashim Uddin and Md Abdul Jabber, deputy managing directors, and 

KM Shariat Ullah, chief financial officer, were present.

Unilever provides Tk 
71.84m workers’ share 
of profits to govt
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Unilever Bangladesh and Unilever 
Consumer Care yesterday provided 
Tk 71.84 million as workers’ share of 
profits to Labour Welfare Foundation 
under the Ministry of Labour and 
Employment.  

SM Rashed Quayum, company 
secretary and legal director, and Shamima 
Akhter, head of corporate affairs, 
partnerships and communications of 
Unilever Bangladesh, and Mohammad 
Naharul Molla, regulatory affairs head 
and company secretary of Unilever 
Consumer Care, handed over the cheques 
to State Minister Begum Mannujan 
Sufian at Bangladesh Secretariat.

The fund promises to strengthen 
government efforts to ensure safety of 
workers and help workers and their 
families during major disasters, says a 
press release.

Sakiun Nahar Begum, secretary in 
charge, and Begum Zebunnesa Karim, 
director general of Bangladesh Labour 
Welfare Foundation, were also present.  

COLLECTED

Officials of Unilever Bangladesh and Unilever Consumer Care handed a dummy cheque to Begum Mannujan 

Sufian, state minister for labour and employment, at the Bangladesh Secretariat in the capital yesterday.  

US Senate to vote on passage 
of $1tr infrastructure bill
REUTERS, Washington

The US Senate has set a Tuesday vote 
on passage of a $1 trillion bipartisan 
infrastructure bill that is one of 
President Joe Biden’s top priorities, 
and then will immediately begin 
to debate a more far-reaching $3.5 
trillion bill.

Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer announced late on Monday 
that a week-long debate on the 
bipartisan bill will conclude at 11 am 
ET (1500 GMT) Tuesday when a vote 
is held on passage, which is expected. 
The Senate is then expected to vote 
to begin debate of the larger bill - a 
budget blueprint that is a key goal for 
progressive Democrats.

Documents unveiled earlier on 
Monday showed that it would set 
the stage for legislation later this 
year providing tax incentives for  
“clean” manufacturing, making 
community college free for two 
years and providing a pathway 
to citizenship for millions of 
immigrant workers.

The budget plan also envisions 
new federal aid for social programs, 
including home healthcare for the 
elderly.

The first bill, which is 2,702 pages, 

sits atop Biden’s domestic agenda and 
includes $550 billion in new spending 
on roads, bridges and internet access. 
“This is a very good day. We have come 
to an agreement after all the long, 
hard negotiating,” a smiling Schumer 
said of Tuesday’s vote.

The $1 trillion infrastructure bill 
is popular among many lawmakers 

in both parties because of the federal 
dollars it would deliver to their home 
states. Polls also show that Americans 
at large are supportive of it. Democrats 
are aiming to debate and pass the 
nonbinding $3.5 trillion resolution in 
coming days, which would serve as a 
framework for more detailed, binding 
legislation later this year. 

Senate Majority leader Chuck Schumer and Senator Bernie Sanders walk 

together as the Senate continues to work through the bipartisan infrastructure 

bill, at the United States Capitol in Washington, US on August 9. REUTERS


