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Hungarians take
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In modern times, the tradition is
particularly established in Finland,
where it has taken place since the
1990s.

Estonian races have lent their
name to the Estonian style of wife-
carrying, with the wife upside down
and her feet over her husband'’s
shoulders, rather than a classic
piggyback.

Mark Mazacs and his wife Anett
chose the piggyback technique.

“We devised a strategy, figuring out
the best way of carrying my wife on
my back,” Mark Mazacs said.

9th grader
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Station, said the accused was sent to
Rangpur jail.

Since the post was defamatory and
could deteriorate law and order, the
police sued him and arrested him,
the OC said, adding that his post
caused an outrage in the upazila.

Militancy
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bomb and a 40kg bomb at Kotalipara
in 2000.

The court upheld the life
imprisonment of one convict and 14
years’ imprisonment of two convicts.
It also acquitted one convict in the
case.

On February 17 this year, the HC
bench delivered the short verdict
on the death reference (lower
court documents) and appeals in
connection with the case filed for
attempting to kill Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina.

In the full text, the bench observed
that the conspiring accused had
in fact planned to kill the person
who was in office as the head of the
legitimate government.

“The independence-seeking
people of the country had realised
after the assassination of Father of
the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman how damaging
the attempt was to kill a legitimised
head of government and her (PM)
associates,” the HC judges said.

The court said it has been
found after reviewing confessional
statements of the accused that their
mindsets had been created from an
unreal and illusive concept.

“It has also been found that
some of the conspirators had joined
different militant organisations
in Pakistan and Afghanistan and
received training on militant
activities,” the HC judges said in the
full text.

The HC also said the convicted
accused'’s beliefs that “a female leader
in the country is not allowed in Islam
and [so] they would resist the system”
are not supported by Islam in any
manner because it is a religion of
peace.

The convicted accused are reluctant
to abide by the existing laws of the
country and want to establish their
beliefs in the country, which is not
accepted by the laws, the court said.

“The offences they [convicts]
committed by planting two powerful
bombs were very much appalling
and heinous, and therefore there is
no scope to commute their sentences
considering their long time in
custody,” the HC bench said in the
verdict.

The bench said if perpetrators were
successful in detonating two powerful
bombs, weighing 76kg and 40kg, in
Gopalganj's Kotalipara in July 2000,
when Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
was supposed to address a rally there,
the incident would be similar to the
August 15 massacre.
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U Thant further said there was a
general feeling that the hope of
restoring peace and normality in the
region was “remote unless some kind
of accommodation is reached”.
Meanwhile, 11 American senators
urged today that the United States
government convey to Pakistan their
“profound hope” that compassion
would be shown to Bangabandhu.
RADIO BANGLADESH WARNS OF
REVENGE
The Swadhin Bangla Betar today
warned against the farcical trial of
Bangabandhu and said, “From the
side of the people of Bangladesh let
us assure Yahya, Tikka, Akbar, Niazi,
Umar ( if he is not already dead)
and rest of the butchers that we shall
retaliate and retaliate so mercilessly
that even your descendants, if left alive,
would shiver at the mere thought of it
for generations. With the murder of
Bangabandhu would begin a war that
will not end with mere independence
for Bangladesh. It will continue until
our leader's murder is satisfactorily
avenged.”
THANT DECIDES TO DEPLOY UN
OFFICIALS IN DHAKA

US Secretary of State William Rogers,
in a memorandum issued following
his meeting with U Thant, reported
today that the latter had decided to
station 38 UN officials in Dhaka by
early September, 1971 to coordinate
and expedite the movement of relief
supplies.

Once the arrangements were
made, the UN would send some 150
additional personnel to other parts of
East Pakistan, including the reception
centres  established to handle
returning refugees. U Thant, however,
expressed concern over the threats
being made by the guerilla leadership
against the safety of UN personnel in
the area. He emphasised the need for
a political accommodation with the
Awami League in East Pakistan as the
only real solution, added Rogers.

U Thant also said to the US
secretary of state that he was
prepared under Article 99 of the
UN Charter to bring the situation
between India and Pakistan to the
attention of the Security Council if
he decided that it involved a serious
threat to peace.

KENNEDY ARRIVES IN CALCUTTA
Senator Edward Kennedy and his two
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special consultants were accorded
a warm reception today morning
at Calcutta airport. He told waiting
newsmen of his determination to
ensure relief and succour to the
Bangladeshi refugees.

Commenting on the Indo-Soviet
Pact, Kennedy said, “ I hope that the
Soviet Union will not challenge the
USA with a defence treaty but rather
with who can do the most to alleviate
the great misery of the 7,500,000
refugees.”

AGREEMENT ON REPATRIATION
India and Pakistan agreed, after a
three’and’a’half month impasse, on
the repatriation of personnel at their
respective diplomatic missions in
Dhaka and Calcutta. Indian officials
disclosed today that more than
200 Indians at the Deputy High
Commission, or consulate, in Dhaka
would be flown back to New Delhi
on August 12 aboard Swiss and Soviet
planes. Thirty West Pakistanis of the
Pakistani Deputy High Commission
in Calcutta would be flown to Karachi
on an Iranian plane.

Shamsuddoza Sajen is a journalist
and researcher. He can be contacted at
sajen1986@gmail.com

Lawyers, litigants left distressed
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about eight months.

A report by Law Lab, a law chamber
that conducts research on legal and
constitutional issues, shows some
2,48,458 new cases have been added
to case backlogs in over 1,600 courts,
including the SC, in the last one year.

The SC administration does not
have any latest data of cases that
remain unresolved till now. The Law
Lab report states a total of 39,33,186
cases remained pending with the
courts till December 31 last year.

On an average, 4,234 cases were filed
and 3,194 cases disposed of per day in
the courts across the county in 2019.

Last year, on an average, some
3,017 cases were filed and 2,026 cases
settled per day, said the report.

Advocate Mohammad  Shishir
Manir, chief of Law Lab, said the
pandemic has hampered judicial
activities badly.

“During the pandemic, the rate of
hearing and disposal of all kinds of
cases across the country are very low,”
he told The Daily Star.

Dr Momtaz Uddin Ahmed Mehedi,
an SC lawyer and former secretary of
the Supreme Court Bar Association,
said as regular court activities
remained suspended, lawyers were
facing difficulties in performing their
work, and thereby facing financial
troubles.

“The backlog of cases is increasing
day by day, causing sufferings to the
litigants because of the limited scale
of court functions,” he said.

Although some courts are operating
virtually, most of the lawyers are not still
habituated with this system, he said.

Momtaz, the convener of a platform
of lawyers demanding opening of all
the 53 High Court benches for hearing
and disposal of cases, said normally the
HC benches used to hear and dispose
of cases from 10:30am to 4:15pm on
working days with a lunch break.

They are operating only from
11:00am to 1:30pm during this
pandemic, he added.

“We have been demanding opening
of all the 53 High Court benches both
virtually and physically and operation
all subordinate courts across the
country physically. We have placed
our demands to the chief justice
several times,” he said.

Advocate Khurshid Alam Khan,
an SC lawyer and editor of Dhaka
Law Reports, said many lawyers have
been facing financial difficulties as
they cannot usually move cases due to
limited court functions.

“There are 15 staff members
including clerks and computer
operators in my chamber. I used to
give Tk 20,000 as a bonus to each of
them during Eid festivals every year.

“But I could not give such an
amount of bonus to them last year.
This year, my income drastically fell
due to the closure of regular court
functions.”

He said he used to move at least
20 cases on a working day before the
suspension of regular court activities.

“I can move only four to five cases
a day now, but many of the lawyers
cannot even move a single case a day,”
he said.

Contacted, Law Minister Anisul
Huq said, “I am worried over the
situation. I don’'t know when the

pandemic will be over. Two judges
of subordinate courts have died from
Covid-19 infection and more than
900 judges and staff members of the
court have been affected.”

Worryingly, some court staff also
died from Covid-19 infection, he said.

“I had a plan to clear at least six
lakh cases from the present backlog of
pending cases, but it will be difficult
now. We cannot even implement the
alternative dispute resolution system
for quick disposal of cases outside
courts on compromise due to the
pandemic,” he said.

Anisul Huq said he will meet the
chief justice and discuss with him
soon to find a wayout to recover these
losses.

Despite the concerns, SC's Special
Officer and Spokesman Mohammad
Saifur Rahman said the justice delivery
system has not been hampered in any
manner during the pandemic.

“Court functions are going on very
well through virtual systems. The rate
of hearing and disposal of cases is as
usual. The virtual court proceeding is
the normal course now,” he claimed.

He claimed that the rate of disposal
of cases by the Appellate Division of
the SC increased during the pandemic.

The Appellate Division disposed
of around 10,500 cases from July 13
last year to July 15 this year, which is
higher than the numbers in 2019.

He, however, could not say the
numbers of filing, disposal, and
pending cases at the HC and lower
courts across the country.

SC Registrar General Md Akbar Ali
refused to make any comment on this
issue.

Sri Lanka holds mass cremations
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freezers were filled and bodies were
piling up on trollies and tables,
hospital sources said.

Throughout the pandemic the
state has disposed of bodies and not
released them to families.

Rohana said the surge in infections
also meant contact tracing of patients
was no longer practical.

Coronavirus  restrictions  were
tightened on Friday as reports emerged

of Covid patients dying while awaiting
admission to overcrowded hospitals.
The government said state
ceremonies and public gatherings
were banned until September 1. The
new wave comes after the government
relaxed restrictions in April to allow
celebrations for the traditional Sinhala
and Tamil New Year. Regulations were
tightened once more in May and eased
again on July 10.
CHINA REPORTS MORE CASES

China yesterday reported more
infections in its latest outbreak of
the disease, while some cities added
rounds of mass testing in the bid
to stamp out locally-transmitted
infections.

The highly infectious Delta variant
has been detected in more than a
dozen cities since July 20, and officials
have ordered local governments to
keep close track of infections and
close loopholes in control efforts.

Dismembered body
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younger brother Dipok Chandra
Barmon filed a GD with Ashulia
Police Station on July 22.”

With information from media
reports and his family, the Rab-4
intelligence team began investigating
the incident and identified two of his
partners -- Robiul and Motaleb.

At first, it detained Robiul from
the capital’s Abdullahpur area early
yesterday. Motaleb was later arrested
from Ashkona area and Badsha from
Gaibandha, the official said.

During primary interrogation,
Robiul and Motaleb, teachers of the
college, told Rab that they and Badsha
planned to kill the principal on July
7, over an ownership related feud and
professional jealousy.

Mintu was a popular teacher, who
used to take coaching classes in the
evening at the college, Commander
Khandaker said, adding that as per
their plan, Robiul and Badsha called

Mintu to a room of the college around
9:00pm on July 13 after his coaching
classes.

Badsha first hit him on the head
with a hammer and then the two
dismembered the body into six parts.
Five pieces of the body were buried
beneath the college premises, while
the head was dumped into a water
body in Ashkona area, he said, adding
that the criminals had a plan to pave
the spot and they already brought
cement for it.

The chopper and hammer, along
with other weapons, used in the

murder were recovered, the Rab
official added.
Speaking to The Daily Star

yesterday, locals said Mintu had been
teaching students in the area for a
long time and founded the school
and college along with Robiul and
Motaleb in 2019.

A murder case was lodged against
Robiul, Badsha and Motaleb.

New gas field found
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reserve at the new gas field would
be Tk 1,276 crore,” he said, saying
that a 3D survey will be conducted
to find the accurate position of the
fossil fuel in the virgin field.

According to ministry officials, the
GIIP (gas initially in place) is 68 TCF
(trillion cubic feet) and the recovery
would be 48 TCE. The pressure of the
gas field they found was 6,260 PSI
(pound per square inch) inside and
1,270 PSI in surface level.

The proven reserves in 27 gas
fields are 21.4 TCFE, with six more
TCF potential reserves. There are
only three TCFs left as proven stocks,
and potential reserves are likely to
be seven more TSFs.

Marking the historic decision of
Father of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to take over
five gas fields in Sylhet region from
multinational Shell Oil Company in
1975, Energy and Mineral Resources
Division organised the programme
virtually.

Speaking as the chief guest of
the event, Nasrul said the new gas
field will play a very important role
in the increasing demand for gas.
The capacity of Bapex is enhancing
gradually. At present, it is in its
strongest position for invention and
research, he said.

He added that the government
has taken an initiative to replace the
old gas pipelines in Dhaka city with
new ones to check the gas leakages
as part of its move to bring the entire
gas distribution system under an
automation through digitisation.

In the keynote speech, Director
General of Hydrocarbon Unit
Monjurul Qader said the decision of
importing LNG was taken to make
a balance between production and
demand.

Eminent energy expert and
Buet professor M Tamim said the
government should put emphasis on
setting up land-based LNG terminals
and also import of electricity from
regional sources to meet the growing
demand.

He added that gas will be used as
transitional fuel in the next 20 years
prior to using renewable energy as
the next future energy.

Anisur Rahman, senior secretary
of the energy and mineral resources
division, who presided over the
programme, said the government
has been importing gas from
two companies under long-term
contracts and also from other
companies on the international
spot market to meet the domestic
demand.

“This import needs Tk 6,312 crore
as subsidy to keep the price low in
line with the local gas price as the
import cost is $8-9 per unit against
the price of local gas at $2.5-3 per
unit,” he said.

Chairman of the parliamentary
standing committee on the ministry
concerned Waseqa Ayesha Khan,
its members Khaleda Khanon
and Nargis Rahman, Petrobangla
Chairman ABM Abdul Faatah and
Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation
Chairman ABM Azad, among others,
spoke at the event.

Top aide to New York governor

Cuomo resigns:

AFP, New York

A top aide to New York governor
Andrew Cuomo resigned Sunday,
US media reported, as the net closed
further around a once-influential
politician now facing the possibility
of criminal charges over claims he
sexually harassed 11 former and
current state employees.

Melissa DeRosa had served as
secretary to the embattled governor
since 2017 and had long been
described by New York media as one
of his closest confidants.

But in her resignation note Sunday

reports

-- obtained by several US media
outlets -- she said the last two years
had “been emotionally and mentally
trying”.

“It has been the greatest honor of
my life to serve the people of New
York for the past 10 years. New Yorkers'
resilience, strength, and optimism
through the most difficult times has
inspired me every day,” she said.

Her resignation comes just days
after a woman accusing the governor
of groping her filed a criminal
complaint against him, increasing the
likelihood of him being charged.
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Probe finds govt

Yesterday, Narayanganj DC Mostain Billah shared the
findings with The Daily Star.

The Department of Inspection for Factories and
Establishments is responsible for monitoring safety
measures in factories. The probe report has found that the
department lacked sound monitoring in this case, he said.

The fire originated from an electric short-circuit on the
ground flood. As there were huge flammable substances

Of them, five persons, including Hashem, later got bail.
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