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13 Indian 
fishermen 
detained
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

Bangladesh Coast Guard 
members yesterday 
detained 13 Indian 
fishermen for illegally 
entering Bangladeshi 
waters in the Bay of Bengal.

The law enforcers also 
seized a trawler they were 
on during the arrest.

The Indian fishermen 
were taken aboard 
Bangladesh Coast Guard’s 
ship “Sonar Bangla,” which 
also towed the seized 
trawler, says a Coast Guard 
Headquarters press release.

“A case will be filed 
against the detainees after 
they are handed over to the 
Mongla Police Station,” 
Lt Commander Amirul 
Haque, media officer of the 
Coast Guard Headquarters, 
said in the release.

BSF hands 
over five 
Bangladeshis
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Lalmonirhat 

Indian Border Security 
Force (BSF) handed over 
five Bangladeshi nationals, 
detained while entering 
Bangladesh illegally, to 
Border Guard Bangladesh 
(BGB) on Saturday night.

The five Bangladeshis, 
including women and two 
children, were handed 
over by Inspector Vivek 
Mila of Dhaprahat BSF 
camp, under 192 BSF 
Battalion in Cooch Behar 
district of the Indian state 
of Pashchimbanga, to 
the BGB through a flag 
meeting at Kashipur border 
in Kurigram’s Phulbari 
upazila

BGB 15 Battalion 
Kashipur Camp 
Company Commander 
Subedar Ramzan Ali said 
they handed over the 
Bangladeshis to Phulbari 
Police Station. Of them, 
three have been charged 
under the Illegal Entry and 
Passport Act,. 

Mosquito menace on the 
rise in Brahmanbaria town
MASUK HRIDOY

In many areas across the 
Brahmanbaria town, mosquitoes 
descend upon neighbourhoods every 
day after sunset. But these days, even 
during daytime, their numbers are so 
high that people are finding it hard to 
stay home.

However, there is no allocation of 
fund for the prevention of mosquito-
borne diseases including dengue for 
the Brahmanbaria municipality.

Residents of the municipal area 
said there is no respite from mosquito 
menace despite closing doors and 
windows.

Sharmin Akter, a housewife of 
Bonikpara area said, “Mosquito 
problem is unbearable here. As soon 
as evening comes, lighting up a coil 
is a must. Or else you can’t go two 
minutes without a mosquito biting.”

Hasan Rabby, resident of Kandipara 
area said that swarm of mosquitoes 
enter the rooms just after darkness 
descends. Even if one wants to sleep 
at the day time, mosquito nets must 
be drawn.

The town dwellers allege that the 
situation has taken a such worse turn 
because of unscrupulous garbage 
dumping, which hasn’t been cleaned 
for years causing stagnation of the 
canal flowing through the middle of 
the town. 

The canal has divided the 
municipal area into two parts almost 
equally. The once mighty canal has 
now turned dead where garbage is 
dumped unscrupulously halting the 

natural flow of the canal and making 
it a breeding ground for mosquitoes. 
Moreover, mosquitoes are not being 
eradicated naturally due to lack of 
heavy rainfall.

On the other hand, the municipal 
authority has not taken any mosquito 
eradication programme for a long 
time resulting into severe mosquito 
menace.

Municipality sources said, the 
municipality consisting of 12 wards 
and 33 localities are home to about 
two lakh population.

Sohel Sarkar, a dweller of power 
house road area said that in the past 
municipal authority would spray 
mosquito repellents in different areas. 
But for the last four to five years the 
municipality has not taken any such 
initiative and the town canal is also 
not being cleaned. As a result, the 
number of mosquitoes is on the rise.

While visiting different areas of 

the town, this correspondent found 
swarm of mosquitoes flying on heaps 
of garbage in most of the localities 
like Kandipara, Kazipara, Mourail, 
Bonik Para, Paikpara. The total town 
has turned into a breeding ground of 
mosquitoes.

Contacted, Mustafizur 
Rahman, conservative inspector 
of Brahmanbaria Municipality, a 
concerned official in mosquito 
eradication, said, “I don’t have any 
information in this regard, contact the 
secretary of the municipality.”

Md Shamsuddin, secretary of 
the municipality said, “There is no 
allocation for mosquito eradication 
this year. Due to recent Hefajat 
mayhem larvicide and adulticide and 
spray machines were damaged by the 
fire set to municipal store room.”

At present, they are running the 
programme somehow by their own 
fund, he claimed.

The main canal flowing through the municipality town has turned into a breeding-

ground for mosquitoe due to unscrupulous dumping of garbage. Below, a swarm of 

mosquito is seen floating on the stagnant water of the canal. 
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Longan: newest exotic 
fruit in C’nawabganj
RABIUL HASAN, Chapainawabganj

New and exotic tropical fruit longan, an 
off-seasonal fruit in the country, is likely 
to gain popularity in Chapainawabganj 
for its taste and demands at markets.

With taste similar to lychee -- its better-
known family member from soapberry 
species of the fruit, Longan has a bright 
prospect in the district where lychee grows 
in abundance for its climate conditions.

Longan originates is southern China. 
But currently the fruit is being grown 
widely in Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, 
Vietnam and Taiwan. Longan is even 
grown in parts of Australia, the Caribbean 
islands and the US. 

Owing to its export value, the fruit 
is also being grown commercially in 
many other countries across the world, 
said horticulturists at Chapainawabganj 
Horticulture Centre. 

The tropical fruit is gradually gaining 
popularity among orchard owners in the 
country for its high demands at local 
markets. Many enthusiastic orchard 
owners already started growing longan 
plants on a small scale alongside other 
fruit trees in their orchards. Many people 
have also been growing the fruit on 
rooftops.

Almost spherical shaped yellow-
brownish longans usually hang in clusters 
from its branches. Its thin, firm and bark-
like shell covers its white translucent pulp 
that surrounds a large black seed. The 
flesh has a musky sweet taste that can be 

compared to the taste of lychee.
Longan starts ripening from July end 

till August, when other popular domestic 
seasonal fruits are not available.

Because it grows best in tropical and 
subtropical climates, the soil and climate 
condition in Chapainawabganj is also 
suitable for longan, said the horticulturists 
at Chapainawabganj Horticulture Centre.

Horticulturist Mohammad Habibullah 
said one of their scientists brought three 
longan plants from Vietnam about twelve 
years ago and another scientist of the 
same centre brought another longan plant 
from Thailand nearly four years ago and 
all the four plants were planted in the 
horticulture centre.   

Following thorough research and 
observation on the plants, the scientists 
there decided to expand farming of 
longan in Chapainawabganj, said 
Mozdar Hossain, deputy director of 
Chapainawabganj Horticulture Centre. 

They already grew some saplings of 
longan and sold those to orchard owners 
and others. Many of them have been 
harvesting the fruit over the last two or 
three years.

Mozdar hoped that after meeting local 
demands, longan grown in the country 
will be exported overseas where demand 
is very high.

With that view in mind, the horticulture 
centre will grow around 1,000 saplings 
from the four mother trees and sell each 
sapling for Tk 50, he added. 

A bunch of succulent longans grown at Chapainawabganj 

Horticulture Centre. The photo was taken recently.
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