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Man dies from 
electrocution
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Thakurgaon

A farmer died from 
electrocution in 
Panchagarh Sadar upazila 
yesterday.

The victim, Sunil 
Chandra Roy, 28, a resident 
of Lakkhanmari village, was 
son of Nabanu Chandra 
Roy. 

Locals and deceased’s 
family members said Sunil 
went to transplant Aman 
seedlings and water his 
field yesterday morning.

The incident occurred 
when Sunil went to switch 
on the irrigation pump 
for watering the field and 
came in contact with a live 
electric wire.

Later, locals rescued 
unconscious Sunil from 
the pump-room and took 
him to Panchagarh Sadar 
Hospital, where the doctors 
declared him dead.

POSITIVE SIDE OF LOCKDOWN

Baby boom at Rangpur Zoo
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Thanks to a quiet and peaceful 
atmosphere resulted from the absence 
of visitors due to lockdowns enforced 
to stem the Covid-19 pandemic, a 
good number of wild animals in 
Rangpur Zoo are giving births to 
offspring.

Except for eight months -- between 
September last year and April this 
year, this popular recreational spot 
in Hanumantola area of Rangpur city 
has been off limits to visitors since 
March last year, when the first wave of 

the novel coronavirus broke out in the 
country.

The government took the initiative 
in 1989 to establish a zoo on 22 acres 
of land in Rangpur, the hometown of 
the then president, HM Ershad. It was 
opened for visitors in 1992.

The zoo currently has 260 wild 
animals of 33 species including deer, 
lion, tiger, hippopotamus, crocodile, 
python, peacock, ostrich, hawk, 
monkey, fox, donkey, horse and bear. 

Officials of the zoo said the 
Rangpur Zoo is visited by around 10 

lakh visitors annually during regular 
times. But only several hundred 
visitors had the chance to visit it over 
the past 17 months.

Consequently, the zoo is enjoying 
a trade-off between a breeding boom 
of wild animals and reduction in 
people’s recreational activities in the 
zoo during Covid lockdowns. 

In the absence of visitors, the zoo 
has turned greener and quieter with 
bright green grass growing all around 
-- similar to their natural habitat. 
The calm atmosphere, without any 

nuisance caused by visitors, has 
ultimately given them a sense of 
belongingness to an environment 
that is safe for procreation. As a result, 
many of the wild animals in the zoo 
are mating and giving birth to their 
offspring.   

The changed scenario during 
the coronavirus situation has been 
favourable for the wild animals in 
the zoo and many of them including 
horse, deer and monkey already 
gave birth to newborns, said the zoo 
officials.

An ostrich laid seven eggs recently 
while peacock and Madantak also laid 
eggs. Crocodiles and alligators will 
lay eggs soon. The hippos now are 
frolicking in the pond all the time and 
they are ready to mate. 

Staffers at the zoo said they have 
been quite busy taking care of the 
newborns and the expecting mothers. 

Zookeeper Mohammad Anis said 
although such a calm atmosphere at 
the zoo, without having any visitors, 
is unexpected, but it is very much 
soothing for the zoo animals. 

The noise-free environment, 
which could not be attained before, 
has helped increase breeding of the 
animals living in the zoo, said zoo 
official HM Shahadat Shaheen. 

Amber Ali Talukder, deputy curator 
of the zoo, said wild animals prefer 
a quieter environment, which is now 
prevailing in the zoo and this has 
triggered the breeding boom at the 
zoo.

They would reopen the zoo after 
getting government directive, he 
added.

The Rangpur Zoo, right, wears a deserted look during the Covid lockdown days. But the greener and noise-free atmosphere resulting from it has been hosting a good number of 

newborns like these peacock chicks. The photos were taken recently.
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Pandemic muffles the music of musicians
Over 1,000 members of around 100 band parties in Tangail passing hard times 
without getting supports from anyone   
MIRZA SHAKIL                                                 

The members of local orchestras 
commonly known as band parties 
in Tangail have been passing hard 
days as the number of programmes 
in which they are invited to play 
their musical instruments has 
reduced drastically since the 
outbreak of coronavirus pandemic. 

The poor people from the 
community, however, did not 
receive any supports from any 
quarter, including from the 
government, during the whole 
crisis period.    

The band parties are important 
part of the Bengali culture and 
tradition like Jatra, Theatre, Baul 
Song, Palagan, and Songjatra where 
the orchestras play an integral role.

Besides the cultural events, the 
band parties also perform in various 
social and religious programmes. 
Their participation is also a must in 
different joyous festivals, including 
puja and marriage of the Hindus. 

The band parties use traditional 
musical instruments like Drum, 
Flute, Oboe, Clarinet, Saxophone, 
Bassoon, Trumpet, French Horn, 
Trombone, Baritone, Tuba etc.  

Meanwhile, over one thousand 
members (from Muslim 
community) of around 100 band 
parties remain in the district. 
Several hundred families living 
at different places in the district 
are still keeping their ancestral 
profession alive.    

Although, the participation of 
band parties makes any events, 
programmes or festival more 
joyous, the life of the poor members 
of the band parties is full of woes.   

People of the community mostly 
live at Hamidpur in Ghatail upazila, 
Singuria in Bhuanpur upazila, 
Narandia in Kalihati upazila and 
Santosh in Sadar upazila. A number 
of them also live at different places 
in other upazilas in the district.

Of them, around 100 families 
live at Bayanpara at Hamidpur 
area under Digor union in Ghatail 
upazila. Senior members of the 
families said they have been living 
in the area for the last over 200 
years.

During a recent visit in the 
area, it was seen that around 100 
families of the band parties living 
in a congested place--situated on 
around 100 decimals of land-- 
with worn-out structures made 
with corrugated iron sheet in an 
unhygienic environment and lack 
of proper sanitation facilities. 
The area of 100 decimals where 
the community people live, 66 
decimals are owned by them while 
35 decimals are government khas 
land.  

While talking to the 
correspondent, veteran Doraj Ali 
Nargachi, 76, leader of a band 
party who plays Clarinet, said the 
members of the band parties are 
very poor. None of them made 
are so much solvent with the 
scanty income. However, they 

are still clinging to their ancestral 
profession as they do not know any 
other works. 

“Normally we get work for 
about six months in a year. We 
perform at different programmes in 
exchange of some money. On the 
rest six months, the party members 
do various works like ferrying 
medicines for killing rat, ant and 
cockroach at rural markets and 
pulling rickshaw vans for living.”

However, all kinds of 
programmes have remained 
suspended due to outbreak of 
corona virus and the government 
imposed restriction and lockdown, 
curbing the income of the members 
of the band parties, he said.

“We the people of Bayanpara had 
got a package (rice and other items) 
after the lockdown was imposed 
last year. Later, none provided us 
with any support during the crisis 
period,” he added.

Shafiqul Islam Nargachi, 34, a 
flute player and leader of another 
band party and also a resident of 
Bayanpara, said that he and other 

members of his band party have 
been passing hard days since the 
outbreak of the coronavirus due to 
lack of works. 

“We were hired in three Hindu 
marriage ceremonies during the last 
Bangla month of Ashar but later the 
contract was cancelled due to the 
lockdown,” he said.

Shafi, father of two children 
said, “as we are artists, we can’t beg 
anything to others.”

Not only Daraj and Shafi but 
also Joad Ali Nargachi, Ahammad 
Ali Bhandari, Hazrat Ali Nargachi 
and Apon Dhuli Nargachi from the 
community in the area echoed the 
same while describing their woes 
during the corona virus situation.

They stated that none of the 
local government officials or public 
representatives came to them with 
any kinds of support during the 
pandemic.  

They said that their income is 
also shrinking due to the invasion 
of the modern musical instruments. 

A band party headed by the team leader veteran Daraj Ali Nargachi is seen performing Hamidpur in Ghatail 

upazila of Tangail. PHOTO: MIRZA SHAKIL 


