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PREVIOUS ENMITY

Acid thrown on 
two siblings in 
Patuakhali town
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Two siblings, including a teenage girl and her younger 
brother, received serious burn injuries as criminals threw 
acid on them at Gerakhali village inn Patuakhali Sadar 
upazila early Tuesday.

Critically injured Sumaiya, 16, and her brother 
Mohammad Ali, 12, were first taken to Patuakhali Medical 
College Hospital from where they were shifted to Barisal 
Medical College Hospital for better treatment.

Both the victims’ sustained serious burn injured in 
parts of their faces and legs, Resident Medical Officer 
at Patuakhali Medical College Hospital said Dr Mirajul 
Islam. 

The incident occurred when Sumaiya, a student at a 
local women’s madrassa, and Ali, a student at a separate 
madrassa, were alone at home.

The victims’ mother Taslima Begum, a Saudi 
expatriate, and father Raja Gazi, who were not at 
home during the incident, alleged that due to previous 
enmity their rivals might have conducted the heinous 
act, Officer in Charge (OC) of Sadar Police Station 
Akhter Morshed said.

Police said criminals entered the house by breaking 
open the door and hurled acid on the siblings while they 
were asleep early Tuesday.

Hearing screams, neighbours rescued the two and 
rushed them to the hospital.

OC Morshed said they will take necessary action in this 
regard after investigation.

ROUMARI AND CHAR RAJIBPUR UPAZILAS OF KURIGRAM

Hundreds rendered homeless 
in Brahmaputra shoal

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Hundreds of families have been rendered 
landless and homeless due to the continuous 
erosion of the Brahmaputra River. 

More than 150 families have lost their 
homesteads and arable lands due to the erosions 
by Brahmaputra River in Roumari and Char 
Rajibpur upazilas of Kurigram in the last one 
week, concerned upazila chairmen Sheikh 
Abdullah and Akbar Hossain Hiro confirmed the 
development.

The river is eroding at 14 places including Jadur 
Char, Sholmari and Char Sholmari unions of 
Roumari Upazila and Kodalkati and Mohanganj 
Unions of Char Rajibpur Upazila, said Rafiqul 
Islam, sub-divisional engineer of Kurigram Water 
Development Board.

Abdur Rahman, a 90-year-old man from 
Dhanar Char village in Jadur Char Union of 
Roumari Upazila, said that he can no longer 
say how many times in his life he has lost his 
homestead and arable lands due to the erosions 
by the Brahmaputra River. In the last one week, 
half of his homestead has gone into the riverbed. 
His family is living in a dilapidated house which 

might perish any time.
“The rest of my homestead might be devoured 

by the river any moment and I don’t know where 
will I take shelter after losing the homestead,” he 
said.

In an emotion-choked voice the nonagenarian 
recalls that once he had 20 bighas of arable land. 
He had a happy family. But now he does not have 
one decimal of cultivable land. Everything has 
gone into the womb of the Brahmaputra River.

Amjad Hossain, 60, of Dhanar Char village, 
said that he has lost his homestead in the 
Brahmaputra River’s erosion and taken shelter 
at a relative’s house with his family. He cannot 

afford to buy land and build a homestead. The 
Brahmaputra River has taken away their arable 
land and homestead and made them landless 
and homeless, he said.

Abu Jafar, 68, of the same village, told this 
newspaper that half of the village mosque has 
gone into the Brahmaputra River and they were 
saying prayer at the rest half of the mosque. In 
this village, mosques, madrasas, homesteads, 
cultivable lands and orchards are being devoured 
by the ravaging river one by one, he said.

Abdul Hamid, 65, of Kodalkati village in 
Char Rajibpur upazila, said that 70 percent of 
his homestead has already been devoured by the 
river.  By taking help from locals he has removed 
the movables and shifted to the government 
road. He lost everything due to the erosion and 
was living an inhuman life with his family, he 
said.

Rafiqul Islam, sub-divisional engineer of the 
Kurigram Water Development Board, said that 
preparations have been made to put GEO bags 
in the erosion affected areas to prevent erosions 
primarily. The permanent work would be done 
in some of the eroded areas after the monsoon 
season is over, he said.

A woman is busy cooking daily meal with half of their homestead gone into the riverbed, however, she doesn’t know 

whether the hearth will sustain the wrath of the ravaging Brahmaputra the next day. Below, a view of the eroding 

river in Dhanar Char village in Kurigram’s Roumari upazila. 
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Hard times for musical 
instrument makers amidst 
Covid-19 outbreak
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur

Musical instrument makers in Pirojpur are 
passing hard days as their sales dropped 
due to the countrywide lockdown imposed 
to curb the outbreak of Covid-19.

A number of people, involved in the 
business or who took it as their profession, 
said since the first wave of the corona virus 
infection last year they have been facing 
serious crisis in the business as sale of 
different instrument has dropped to almost 
nothing.

The situation is so bad that most of them 
struggling to maintain their families and 
other expenses as they have already spent 
all their savings in the last one year or so. 

“I never faced such situation in this 
profession throughout my life,” said 
45-year-old Ranjit Sarkar, a musical 

instrument maker in Pirojpur town. 
Ranjit, who is involved with the 

profession since childhood, makes 
harmonium, tabla and other such 
instruments and put those for sale at his 
shop.

Ranjit, who hardly sells a new 
instrument during this time of pandemic, 
said sometimes he get some repair works 
but the earning is not enough to support 
the family. 

Ranjit’s son Sumon Sarkar, who helps 
with his father in the work, said now the 
situation is so bad that they do not have the 
scope to work at other places. 

Meanwhile, due to the lockdown, 
Probhas Chandra Howlader, 60, who has 
been involved in the business for the last 
40 years, has kept his shop closed as sale of 
his products has dropped drastically.

Ranjit Sarkar and his son Sumon are seen working at their musical instrument shop in 

Pirojpur town. The photo was taken recently. PHOTO: STAR 

Hopes of 3 
farmers dashed
Bitter gourd plants on over an 

acre land uprooted
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Unidentified criminals completely damaged bitter gourd 
plants, belonging to three farmers, on 1.25 acres of land in 
Kalai upazila due to unknown reason.

Behind all eyes, the incident took place on Tuesday early 
hours. 

One of the affected farmers Mahfuzar Rahman of 
Kusumsara village said all his plants have been uprooted 
overnight. 

Mahfuzar said he along with two other farmers -- 
Mostafizur Rahman and Sabuj Mia-- of the village, jointly 
took lease of 1.25 acres land about two months back and 
planted bitter gourd plants on the leased land one and half 
month ago. 

Mahfuzar said they have spent all their savings on the 
cultivation and the plants started flowering only a few 
weeks ago.

“We have nothing left to overcome the situation,” Sabuj 
said. 

One of the villagers Mamunur Rashid said previous 
might have been the reason behind the incident and such 
acts are completely unethical and punishable offence. 

All the affected farmers said they do not have any 
personal enmity with any one of the area who could do 
such a harmful act. 


