
MORE ‘PAIN AND 

SUFFERING AHEAD’

Says top scientist Dr 
Anthony Fauci as Covid 
cases rise across US

SEE PAGE 6

D H A K A  T U E S D AY  A U G U S T  3 ,  2 0 2 1

ZILHAJJ 23, 1442 HIJRI REGD. NO. DA 781 VOL. XXXI NO. 192 SRABAN 19, 1428 BS 16 PAGES PLUS LIFESTYLE PRICE : TK12.00

SECOND EDITION

Vaccinate the 
mothers-to-be, 
new moms
Says NITAG; HC asks 
govt to decide in 72hrs
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The national expert committee on Covid-19 
vaccination yesterday recommended 
providing vaccines to expecting and lactating 
mothers after the High Court on the same 
day asked the government to finalise its 
decision in this regard within 72 hours.

Speaking to The Daily Star, Dr 
Benazir Ahmed, member of the National 
Immunization Technical Advisory Group 
(NITAG), said, “We recommended this in 
a meeting held on July 31. We considered 
the suggestion from the World Health 
Organization and experiences from different 
countries.”

He said there was also a demand from 
the Obstetrical and Gynaecological Society 
of Bangladesh (OGSB) to the ministry in 
this regard.

“Four Supreme Court lawyers, including 
Mohammad Humayun Kabir Pallab, 
collectively submitted the writ petition to 
the HC on Saturday seeking its directives 
on the government to provide Covid-19 
vaccine to expecting mothers on priority 
basis in order to protect their health.”

NITAG is a committee formed by the 
health services division of the health 
ministry, which advises the government 
about the immunisation programme.
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PM to be in 
UNGA in 
person
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina will be visiting 
the US to attend the 
UN General Assembly 
scheduled for September 
14-26.

This would be her first 
foreign tour in 20 months. 

“Our prime minister 
will go to the UN General 
Assembly in person,” 
Foreign Minister AK Abdul 
Momen told reporters after 
a courtesy call by Ji Liming, 
Chinese Ambassador 
to Bangladesh, at the 
State Guesthouse Padma 
yesterday.

This will be her first 
foreign visit, which is being 
considered very important 
given the coronavirus 
pandemic, since her Italy 
visit in February last year. 
During the pandemic, most 
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Ignoring physical distancing, people scramble to enter a Covid-19 vaccination centre at the Mugda branch of Ideal School and College in the capital 

around 8:00am yesterday, moments after the centre opened for the day. The vaccination centre was recently moved there from nearby Dhaka South 

City Corporation-run Nagar Matrisadan Hospital since it was struggling to accommodate a huge number of people seeking the shots.
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Skipper Mahmudullah Riyad, left, shares a light moment with Rubel Hossain, Shoriful 

Islam, Taskin Ahmed and Nurul Hasan -- all in a huddle -- during Bangladesh team’s 

training yesterday at the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium where they will take on 

Australia in the first match of a five-match T20I series today. PHOTO: FIROZ AHMED

Delta on the
rampage

The variant accounts for nearly 44pc of  
all Covid-19 deaths over last 3 months
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About 44 percent of the Covid deaths and 
around 40 percent of the infections so far 
were recorded in less than three months 
after the detection of the Delta variant in 
the country on May 8, shows the health 
directorate data.

Experts say a lack of effective measures 
to check the transmission of the highly 
contagious Delta variant has led to record-
breaking surges in both deaths and cases.

“There is no doubt that the Delta 
variant has been dominating the current 
transmission. The variant, however, 
would not have caused so much damage 
if effective measures were taken giving 
priority to public health approach,” Dr 
Mushtuq Hussain, consultant at the 
Institute of Epidemiology, Disease Control 
and Research (IEDCR), told this newspaper 
yesterday.

With 246 deaths from the virus yesterday, 
9,038 Covid patients died since May 8 this 
year. In the same period, 509,675, cases, 
including 15,989 yesterday, were recorded.

On May 8, the IEDCR confirmed the 
detection of the Delta variant or the Indian 
variant for the first time in the country. 

A couple of days later, the World Health 
Organisation labelled it a “variant of 
concern”.

Nearly a month later, the IEDCR officials 
said they found evidence of community 
transmission of the variant.

Since then, the variant, first detected in 
India in October last year, has continued to 
spread all over the country, causing spikes 
in both deaths and infections.

On June 4, the IEDCR said 80 percent of 
all genomic-sequenced samples collected 
after mid-May were of Delta variant.

Till the end of May, the Indian variant 
was more prevalent in eight bordering 
districts -- Chapainawabganj, Naogaon, 
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STAR REPORT

Workers of export-oriented factories yesterday braved 
untold sufferings as they headed towards their workplaces 
in Dhaka and adjacent areas for the third consecutive day.

As public transport operations remain suspended, 
people took trucks, pick-ups, motorcycles, rickshaw-vans, 

private cars and auto-rickshaws, while also having to pay 
additional fare.

Many of them were seen without masks and not 
maintaining social distancing.

The workers’ rush began on Saturday after the 
government, the day before, issued a circular saying export-
oriented industries, including garment factories, will be 
out of the purview of the ongoing 14-day lockdown.

After the announcement, thousands of workers thronged 
the highways and waterways to return to their workplaces.

Yesterday, one of the major ferry routes of the country -- 
from Shimulia of Munshiganj to Banglabazar of Madaripur 
-- witnessed a huge rush of people.

Still they trudge 
back to work
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HELEMUL ALAM and SHAHEEN MOLLAH

Dengue patients have been 
struggling to find treatment at the 
public hospitals in the capital as 
the major facilities are burdened 
with Covid-19 patients.

The growing number of 
dengue cases since last month 
has been an additional pressure 
for the hospitals.

In the 24 hours preceding 8:00am yesterday, the number of individuals 
admitted to hospitals across the country with dengue was 287, the highest 
in a day this year, according to the Directorate General of Health Services. 
Only eight of the patients were outside Dhaka.

Of the 3,182 patients diagnosed with dengue this year, only 102 were 
outside Dhaka.

Nazmul Hossain, a resident of the capital’s Shanir Akhra, who has 
dengue, went to the Dhaka Medical College Hospital (DMCH) around 
7:00am yesterday. But the hospital authorities advised him to go to 
Mitford Hospital.

The two other public hospitals that dengue patients in Dhaka can go to 
are Shaheed Ahsanullah Medical College Hospital in Tongi and Aminbazar 
20-Bed Hospital on the outskirts of the city.

Nazrul managed to get admitted to Mitford Hospital after three hours.
Lying on a bed at the medicine ward of Mitford last week, policeman 

Sadequl Islam, 38, told The Daily Star a similar story.
“I was taking treatment at the Central Police Hospital in Rajarbagh 

while staying home until Sunday last week. Then doctors referred me to 
the DMCH when my platelet count fell to 3,000,” Sadequl said, adding 
that when he was taken to the DMCH, he was asked to go to Mitford.

Many patients like Nazmul and Sadequl, who went to DMCH, Shaheed 
Suhrawardy Medical College Hospital, Mugda Medical College Hospital 

DENGUE TREATMENT

Hard to get amid 
Covid wave
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