u Star

il

a

N

The B

AFGHAN CONFLICT
Govt forces battle
to thwart Taliban

assaults on key cities
SEE PAGE 6
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BANGLADESHI WORKERS IN MALAYSIA

Pandemic puts
them in trouble

No job, no income for thousands

PorimoL PALMA

Abdul Kader Parash lost his earnings three months ago due to sheer lack of
clients at the motor garage he worked for in Kuala Lumpur.

Besides, the workshop has been shuttered since June because of
coronavirus restrictions.

“There is nothing to do except whiling away in my room with my
roommates. I am worried about my fate and that of my two younger
brothers and elderly father back home in Bangladesh,” he told this
correspondent over the phone from Jalan Ipoh area of the Malaysian
capital.

About a week ago, his recruitment agent provided some food for him
and his four roommates. But the supplies will run out soon. Besides
unemployment, he also fears detention by law enforcers cracking down
on undocumented workers.

“People from whom I could have borrowed some money are facing
similar crises,” he said.

Parash, 29, who is from Chauddagram, Cumilla, doesn’t have valid
documents to stay in Malaysia. “I feel the worst when my brothers call me
and asks me if I could send them some money.”

Malaysia, home to an estimated 8 lakh Bangladeshis, saw the Covid-19
infections cross the one-million-mark last week.

In fiscal 2018-19, Bangladesh received $1.19 billion in remittance from
Malaysia, which was 7.25 percent of entire amount sent home by migrant
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Your Right to Know

People who lost their livelihood due to the lockdown wait for food near Ramna Police Station in
the capital. Officers at the police station said they have been handing out packs of food to almost
1,000 people every day since the lockdown began.
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Conspirators
of Aug 15 will
be exposed

one day
Says PM

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said the
names of conspirators
behind Bangabandhu's
assassination will come out
one day, mentioning that
there was a link between
Khondaker Mostaq and
Ziaur Rahman.

“The trial of the killing
has been held but the
conspiracy has not yet been
unearthed. It'll come out
one day for sure,” she said.

The prime minister
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FACTORY REOPENING

A mess-up
hard to afford
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The government has [ER=Sg gy o 1 # 3 o

made a complete mess of
the reopening of export-
oriented factories amid
“sticker lockdown” enforced
to curb the spread of the
novel coronavirus.

On Friday night, it
announced the decision to
reopen the factories, giving
the workers only a day to get
back to their workplaces in Dhaka, Narayanganj and Gazipur.

The authorities didn't think even for once how the workers, who went
to their village homes to celebrate the Fid-ul-Azha, would return to their
workplaces with all public transports off the streets.

On Saturday morning, tens of thousands of workers from different parts i

of the country started for their workplaces and endured untold sufferings
on roads because of a lack of transports.
It was in the evening that the policymakers seemed to have realised
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Workers keep

toiling on way

back to city

: STAR REPORT

As export-oriented factories reopened
yesterday with less than a 48-hour notice,
workers had to traversed miles on foot to

i reach Dhaka for a second consecutive day.

Even though the government allowed
public conveyance to resume on the streets
on Saturday evening — a whole day after
declaring that factories can be reopened --

i the move came as little respite to incoming
factory workers, because enough transport

just wasn't enough transport available.

In this mad dash, a 22-year-old garment
worker named Md Abu Hasan died while
trying to catch a moving bus.

The incident occurred on Bogura Sadar’s
Dhaka-Rangpur highway.

Hasan, a sewing operator at Mawna
Fashion Limited, hailed from Panchbibi

i upazila of Joypurhat.

Upon hearing that factories are
reopening, Hasan had started for the
capital on foot on Saturday afternoon. By
nightfall he had only managed to reach
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Rush of workers

‘will only worsen it

Health minister warns about Covid surge;

231 more die; 14,844 infected

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

{ With the health directorate reporting 14,844 Covid-19 cases yesterday, :
i Health Minister Zahid Maleque said the novel coronavirus infection will

increase further due to the mad rush of garment workers to the capital
from across the country.
“Workers from different parts of the country have joined their

workplaces as garment factories are opened from today [Sunday]. They, :
i Health (MNC&AH) of the Directorate

however, did not follow the health safety rules. As a result, the corona
infection will rise further,” he said while talking to reporters after an event
in the capital.

Echoing him, Obaidul Quader, road transport and bridges minister and
also Awami League general secretary, said the business leaders did not keep
their promise as the garment workers had to rush to join work en masse.

“This was not the promise [that the business leaders made] to the
government. For this, the corona infection will turn disastrous and the
infection and death rates will further go up,” Quader said while talking to

i journalists in his residence in the capital. H
i Their statements come at time when the nation is struggling to break :
the transmission chain of the Delta variant of novel coronavirus, which

has been causing more deaths every day for the past two months.
In last 24 hours ending at 8:00am yesterday, Covid-19 claimed 231
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ASTRAZENECA VACCINES

Second dose
administration

Tesumes today

StAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government will resume administering
the AstraZeneca Covid-19 vaccine in

i Dhaka division from today to those who

did not get the second dose after getting
the first jab.

Dr Shamsul Haque, line director of the
Maternal Neonatal Child and Adolescent

General of Health Services (DGHS), said
this during the health bulletin yesterday.
The government will start administering
the second dose of the vaccine to people
across the country from August 7, he
added.
He said a text message will be sent
to people who have been given the first

i AstraZeneca dose. However, those who

had earlier received texts for the second
dose but were not vaccinated will not need
an SMS to get the second dose.
The development came as the country
SEE PAGE 2 COL 6

DEALING WITH PANDEMIC

Make policies for
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collective fight

Eminent citizens ask govt

» Govt, NGO should coordinate work
for dealing with pandemic

Govt should issue specific
instructions for collective efforts

» Awareness must be increased

Coordinated efforts of public,
private sectors needed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Stressing on the need for specific instruction for joint
efforts to tackle the Covid-19 pandemic, eminent citizens
have called upon the government to formulate policies to
fight it collectively.

They also called for strengthening of the public health
infrastructure and ensuring vaccine access for all.

The eminent citizens said this at a virtual dialogue on
“Civil Society and Community-based Initiative to Address
the Pandemic” organised by the Citizen’s Platform for
SDGs, Bangladesh and The Hunger Project yesterday.

Dr Debapriya Bhattacharya, convener of Citizen's
Platform for SDGs, Bangladesh and distinguished fellow
at Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) said there is no
alternative to civil society and community-based initiatives
to tackle Covid-19.

He also stated that there is a lack of coordination
between efforts by the government and non-government
initiatives.

Dr Bhattacharya said the government has not provided
specific instructions for a collective effort to tackle the
pandemic and suggested outlining policies in this regard.

Professor Rounaq Jahan, distinguished fellow ar CPD,
highlighted the lack of coordination at the local level.

She called for increased awareness and recommended
collective and coordinated efforts of public and private
sectors.

Professor Rehman Sobhan, chairman, CPD, said there
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MR. KHORSHED ALAM

' | DEEPEST CONDOLENCES

UAP family mourns the death of Mr. Khorshed Alam,
Member, Board of Trustees of UAP, former Chairman
of the Board, Acting Vice-Chancellor of UAP, Secretary
to GoB, Governor of Bangladesh Bank and Ambassador.

74/A Green Road (Farmgate), Dhaka 1205, www.uap-bd.edu

UNIVERSITY OF
ASIA PACIFIC




