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Land grabbers feast on Kuakata 
Rakhine temple

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Land belonging to a two hundred 
year-old Buddhist temple, 
monastery and graveyard of the 
ethnic Rakhines in Kuakata is 
being encroached on by different 
influential individuals.

With most of the surrounding 
land of the establishment -- which 
once sprawled over 99 decimals 
of land near the present-day 
Kuakata municipality building 
on Patuakhali-Kuakata highway 
-- already occupied by the land 
grabbers, only several structures of 
the temple and graveyard still bear 
the testimony of time. 

Amang Talukder, president 
of the temple’s management 
committee, said the way the 
influential people have been 
constructing shops and buildings 
to encroach on the land, the 
Rakhine community will soon 
lose possession of the rest of the 
land. 

This oldest Buddhist temple 
in Kuakata was built by the 
Rakhines sometime after 1784 
when they were forced to emigrate 
and settle in Kuakata following 

their expulsion from Myanmar’s 
Arakan. 

The temple lost its importance 
after another Buddhist temple 
was built beside a newly dug 
freshwater well for the settlers near 
‘Zero Point’ of the town.

The site of the old temple 
has become lucrative to vested 
interests, including businessmen 
and people with political clout, 
as Kuakata has been drawing an 
increasing number of tourists 
for its sea beach -- thanks to the 
country’s burgeoning economy 
and an improvement in road 
communications in recent times. 

Only recently, influential locals 
including Haji Abdul Mannan 
Hawlader, Ilias Hossain, Sohel 
Hossain, Saiful Islam, Tofazzal 
and Mizanur Rahman declared 
their claim of ownership on parts 
of the land.

They have been claiming that 
their names had been recorded 
in the Bangladesh Survey (BS) as 
owners of different parts of the 
old Buddhist temple’s land, but 
they were never able to produce 
any valid land document to 
corroborate the claim.

A Dhaka-based real estate 
business owner named Kudrat-
e-Khuda has recently launched 
an eatery, Marine Restaurant, 
after building a structure on part 
the land that belongs to the old 
temple.   

Currently, more shops and 
structures are been constructed 
right in front of the base of the 
temple, adjacent to the restaurant, 
by the same businessman.

Jahangir Hossain, a local who is 
overseeing the construction work 
on behalf of Kudrat, said Kudrat-
e-Khuda is a rightful owner of the 
land where the construction is 
underway.

Kudrat has procured 16 
decimals of the land from one Ilias 
Hossain and the former has made 
an advance payment of Tk 65 
lakh under an agreement, added 
Jahangir.

When contacted, the land seller, 
Ilias Hossain, however, was not 
able to produce any BS land record 
that proves his claim of ownership 
on the land that he had sold to 
Kudrat.

Luma Magni, a local Rakhine 
rights leader, said although about 

99 decimals of land belongs to 
the Buddhist temple, monastery 
and graveyard, the powerful vested 
interests are illegally occupying the 
land to build shops and houses 
there. 

“This is our religious heritage... 
We’ve informed the upazila 
nirbahi officer (UNO) in Kalapara 
of the matter and urged him to 
protect our temple and land.” 

Kuakata Municipality Mayor 
Anwar Hawladar said the Rakhine 
establishments are an integral 
part of Kuakata’s heritage and 
the administration should take 
immediate action to stop the 
illegal encroachment.

Contacted, Kalapara UNO Abu 
Hasnat Mohammad Shahidul 
Haque said that he has already 
ordered to stop the construction 
work on the land adjacent to the 
old Buddhist temple.  

“I’ve asked both the Rakhines 
and the occupiers [of the old 
temple land] to submit documents 
[in support of their claim]. The 
next course of action will be 
taken after the [produced] land 
documents are verified.”

Concealed behind polythene sheets, construction of shops is underway on Patuakhali-Kuakata highway near Kuakata municipality building. 

The structures under construction and the ones already built are on the land that belongs to a two hundred year-old Buddhist temple (visible 

behind the polythene covering), monastery and graveyard of Rakhine community. PHOTO: SOHRAB HOSSAIN

POLLUTION FROM CATTLE HAAT

Fish worth Tk 15 lakh 
die in Moulvibazar pond
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Fish worth around Tk 15 lakh have died due 
to dumping of waste of a cattle haat into 
‘Sagardighi’ in Sreemangal Municipality of 
Moulvibazar. The dead fish mostly rohu 
and pangas weighing 2-4 kg were seen 
floating on the waterbody when the report 
was filed on Saturday.

However, the Fisheries Department cited 
gas accumulation and lack of oxygen in the 
tank as the reason behind the deaths of the 
fish.

Haji Azizur Rahman Dulal, the lessee 
of the pond, said that it was not possible 
to remove the rotten fish from the pond 
even after working from Friday afternoon 
to Saturday. He said big fish including rohu 
and pangas have floated in the pond. The 
air surrounding the area has become heavy 
due to the stench of the dead fish.

“All the fish are dead; I am facing huge 
loss,” he said.

Workers who were removing the dead 
fish said, they have been picking up 
the dead fish on two boats since Friday 
morning. The fish are rotting and it is 
difficult to pick them up from the pond.

Jewel Mia, caretaker of the Sagardighi 
fish farming, said the plan was to catch and 
sell the fish after Eid. 

“We have incurred a loss of around Tk 
15 lakh because of the sitting of the cattle 
haat next to Sagardighi,” he said.

Srimangal Upazila Senior Upazila 
Fisheries Officer Farazul Kabir said, the 
sacrificial animal market was sitting next 
to Sagardighi. There was an oxygen crisis 
when cow dung, urine and wastes mixed in 
the tank water. 

“We have taken all the necessary 
measures. All the dead fish are being 
removed and the gas is being neutralsied 
from the water,” he added.

Large dead fish including rohu and pangas are seen 

floating in the pond water.

Fisheries Department cited 

gas accumulation and lack 

of oxygen in the tank as the 

reason behind the deaths of 

the fish.
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COLLECTED

Erosion-hit people of Nazir Biswasher Dangi village under Decrirchar union in Faridpur Sadar upazila are seen 

shifting parts of houses and other belongings to safer places due to severe erosion by the Padma river in the last 

one week. PHOTO: STAR


