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Tangail hospital fire: 
Burned ICU yet to be 
restored after eight days
Probe body submits report, blames non-stop use of 
high flow canula behind the fire

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

The Intensive Care Unit (ICU) of Tangail 
General Hospital, damaged after catching 
fire, has yet to resume functioning eight days 
into the incident.   

As a result, critical corona patients have 
been being shifted to other places since the 
day.

On the other hand, as the ICU is yet to 
become operational, tension was prevailing 
among the corona infected patients, their 
relatives and district residents. 

Asked about the matter, Dr Abul Fazal 
Mohammad Shahabuddin, civil surgeon in 
Tangail, said that the workers of the Public 
Works Department have already completed 
the repairing works of the electrical wiring of 
the damaged ICU unit. 

“Later, a technical team from National 
Electro Medical Equipment Maintenance, 
Workshop, and Training Center in Dhaka 
came to the hospital a day before the Eid and 
worked on other issues including oxygen 
supply. It will be possible to reopen the ICU 
after a team of experts from there comes by 
tomorrow (Saturday) and gives the green 
signal after checking everything,” he added.     

Dozens of patients were whisked off 
Tangail General Hospital by their panic-
stricken relatives on July 15 after a fire broke 
out at the hospital’s Intensive Care Unit 
(ICU).

The patients had to take shelter beside a 
road near the hospital. Some critical Covid 
patients gasped for air without adequate 
oxygen support.

One of them died after suffering a cardiac 
arrest.  

The next day, one of the patients, 
discharged from the ICU, died and five 
were sent to other hospitals. On the same 
day, a five-member committee headed 
by Additional District Magistrate Sohana 
Nasrin was formed to probe the fire incident 
and directed to submit the report within 
three days. The committee investigated 
the incident and submitted a report to the 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) within the 
period. 

DC Dr Ataul Gani said that the 
investigation report stated as a standard 
protocol a high flow cannula needs break to 
function normally but it was used non-stop, 
got overheated and caught fire.  

To avoid such accidents, the 
probe committee made a number of 
recommendations, including engaging 
skilled and trained manpower to run 
the ICU. “We have already sent the 
investigation report and recommendations 
to the concerned departments, including the 
Ministry of Health,” he added.  

Dr Khandakar Sadequr Rahman, assistant 
director of Tangail General Hospital, said 
that as per the recommendation of the 
investigation committee, he and several 
other doctors and staffers of the hospital 
have already been taking the training. 

Notably, the prime minister on April last 
year directed to set up 10-bed ICU at all 
district hospitals and later the ICU unit was 
inaugurated at the hospital on May 2 this 
year.
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Running ramshod across the river
S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Flouting rules, a private company 
is constructing a road on the Teesta 
river bed in Lalmonirhat’s Kaliganj 
upazila, posing a risk of severe 
floods and river erosion upstream.

Although the illegal road 
construction on river land has 
been going on in full swing 
on the occupied river land, the 
administration is only now saying 
they will investigate the matter.

The company, Intraco Solar 
Power Limited, is setting up a 
plant to generate 30 megawatts 
of solar power on 110 acres of 
land at Kaliganj’s Char Sholmari 
village. It aims to start operations 
by December this year or early next 
year, said company officials.

In order to connect the 
project area with the main road, 
the company is constructing a 

1.7-kilometre-long and 4.5-metre-
wide road, which include 18 
culverts and two steel bridges, at 
an estimated cost of around Tk 4 
crore, they said.

But the construction has evoked 
outrage among villagers as they 
fear the road may cause severe 
floods and river erosion upstream 
which, in turn, may potentially 
harm their homes and land.

“The flow of water will be 
disrupted if the road is constructed. 
As a result, severe floods and 
erosion may occur upstream,” said 
Soleman Ali, a farmer in Sholmari 
Char.

If river erosion takes a severe 
turn, many families in the area will 
lose their homesteads, he added.

However, the project’s adviser 
Ashikur Chowdhury claimed that 
they are constructing the road 
to facilitate movement of the 

villagers.
The 18 culverts and two steel 

bridges will be constructed on 
the road so that water flow is not 
obstructed, he said, also claiming 
that the construction works do 
not require permission from the 
Water Development Board (WDB) 
because they are not taking place 
“in the river”.

Lalmonirhat WDB Executive 
Engineer Mizanur Rahman 
however dismissed this claim, 
saying the construction of any 
structures on the river or the river 
bed requires permission from 
WDB. The company does not have 
any permission in this matter, he 
stated.

Terming the construction 
“illegal”, he also echoed the 
villagers’ worries over severe floods 
and river erosion upstream if the 
road is constructed.

However, he said, the WDB 
does not have any jurisdiction 
to take legal action which falls 
under the purview of the local 
administration.

“We have visited the spot and 
already submitted a report to the 
deputy commissioner’s office with 
recommendations to take action,” 
he told the Daily Star earlier this 
month.

Contacted, the district’s DC Abu 
Jafor said he had received the WDB 
report and subsequently, formed 
a five-member probe body to 
investigate the matter.

“But the investigation now 
remains halted due to the 
lockdown. We have verbally asked 
the company to stop the road 
construction works.” 

Further steps will be taken after 
investigation, the DC added.

Intraco Solar Power Limited, a private company, is setting up a plant to 

generate 30 megawatts of solar power on the Teesta river bed at Char 

Sholmari village in Lalmonirhat’s  Kaliganj upazila. PHOTO:  STAR 

40pc of Rooppur Nuke Power 
Plant project completed

No work suspension amid pandemic
AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU, Pabna

Even though the Covid-19 pandemic 
is showing no sign of stopping, there 
has been remarkable progress in 
the Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant 
project, with nearly 40 percent of its 
construction work being completed.

A reactor is likely to be set up in 
the first unit building by September 
16, Yafes Osman, minister of Science 
and Technology, told The Daily Star.

During the pandemic over the last 
one year, the power plant project has 
seen a remarkable progress as per 
the schedule, the minister said while 
visiting the site recently.

Alongside the first unit, work on 
the second unit is also progressing 
smoothly, the minister said.

The reactor pressure vessel, 
complete with a nuclear reactor 
and steam generator -- the key 
components of the first unit of 
Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant -- had 
arrived on October 20 last year.

“Since the start of the pandemic, 
Rooppur nuke plant’s work has 
been running following health 

guidelines… We have taken steps 
to bring all of the employees of 
the project under vaccination 
programme,” said Yafes Osman.

The Russians working at the project 
are getting Russian vaccine “Sputnik 
V” while its Bangladeshi officials and 
engineers are also getting the same 
vaccine with the help of Russia, the 
minister said.

Talking to this newspaper, Dr 
Shawkat Akber, project director of 
Rooppur nuclear power plant, said 
over 30,000 workers -- including 
over 25,000 locals -- are working 
for the project everyday. The project 
authority is strictly following hygiene 
rules for all of them.

“For workers’ safety, we have 
opened observation and isolation 
centres at the project site,” said the 
project director.

“We are regularly monitoring 
every worker’s health twice a day. If 
anybody is infected or found with 
any symptom, they and those around 
them are taken to the centres. They 
are also provided with necessary 

medical support,” he added.
Dr Shawkat said they are not 

pausing the project even as the 
pandemic worsens. “We have already 
completed 38 to 40 percent of the 
country’s biggest development 
project and are expecting to complete 
the work as per schedule.”

Two units of 1,200 MWe VVER 
each are to be built at Rooppur under 
the Russian design, giving priority 
to the highest safety measures. Unit-
1 is scheduled to be commissioned 
in 2023 while commissioning of 
the second unit is slated for 2024 to 
produce 2,400mw of electricity from 
the two units.

In February, 2011, Rosatom, the 
state atomic energy corporation 
of Russian Federation, signed an 
agreement with the Bangladesh 
government to build the nuke plant 
at Rooppur in Pabna’s Ishwardi. It 
will be the country’s first nuclear 
power plant.

The initial contract for the project 
worth of $12.65 billion was inked in 
December, 2015.

Construction work of Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant Project, the country’s first nuclear power plant, is going on in 

full swing and expected to be completed within the schedule time. PHOTO:  STAR 


