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Tratfickers abuse
visit, on-arrival visas

Another gang uses

‘contract marriage’

to send people abroad

1,99, 864 people left

for Dubai on visit visa in route for
last 18 months, only 8 tortur
21,754 returned returned

MoHAMMAD JamiL KHAN

Abusing visit visas and on-arrival visas, a
transnational syndicate has been trafficking
people from Bangladesh to different
countries, including the Middle East and
Europe.

The syndicate first trap aspiring migrant
workers through online advertisements and
fake documents that promise a job abroad.

They then take them to countries that
accept visit visas or provide on-arrival visas.

Once abroad, the ordeal begins as

Togo, Uzbekistan new

Brokers use to manage
trafficking; airport, immigration
ed victims for Tk 40,000 to
inlast2months | Tk one lakh

syndicate members keep the aspiring
migrant workers confined and tortured
them for money.

After the traffickers collected the
money, they would send the victims to
different countries in Europe through the
Mediterranean.

Many die during the journey, officials
and other victims said.

The Special Branch and Criminal
Investigation Department of police came
up with the findings while analysing
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Transport workers cleaning vehicles in the capital’s Gabtoli Bus Stand as the government I
permitted them to operate on a limited scale across the country from Thursday.
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Liberal Deuba
becomes PM

of Nepal

REUTERS, Kathmandu

Nepal's president appointed
veteran liberal Sher Bahadur
Deuba as prime minister
yesterday, the president’s
office said, a day after the
Supreme Court reinstated
the parliament that was

dissolved in May.
The new leader’s
immediate task is to

procure Covid-19 vaccines

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

Muezzin's body Pregnant

The New York Times condemns
arms supply

found floating
in pond

Police suspect he was murdered

Our CORRESPONDENT, Natore

Police recovered the body of a muezzin in
Naogaon’s Sadar upazila around 10:30am
on Tuesday.

The body of Quddus Hossain, 52,
muezzin of a local mosque, was found
in a pond near MS Seemana Brick Kiln in
Chakchampai area, said police.

Nazrul Islam, officer-in-charge of
Naogaon Sadar Police Station, said

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4
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SHAMSUDDOZA SAJEN

ARMS SUPPLY TO PAKISTAN
CONDEMNED

The New York Times in an editorial
published today urges the US

administration to promptly divert military supplies already en

route to Pakistan.

It wrote, “The report of a World Bank mission to East Pakistan

woman
raped in
Ashulia

Our CORRESPONDENT, Savar

A pregnant woman was
raped by one of her
neighbours in Savar’s
Ashulia, on the outskirts
of the capital, on Sunday,
police said, quoting the
victim.

The law enforcers
yesterday arrested one
Sagor, 22, for his alleged
involvement in the incident
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Pain-free blood sugar test
developed

REUTERS, Sydney

Australian scientists said they have

developed the “holy grail” of blood

sugar testing for diabetics, a non-invasive

strip that checks glucose levels via saliva.
For diabetics, managing their

blood sugar levels typically means

pricking their fingers multiple times

a day with a lancet and then placing

a drop of blood on a testing strip.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4

The demand for oxygen cylinders has gone
number of coronavirus patients. Some oxyg

up with the increasing

en cylinders are also | 5Geo;

ANISUR RAHMAN

available for rent at the price of Tk 800 for each day.

WHO warns against
mixing, matching jabs

Slams senseless ‘greed’ prolonging the pandemic

AGENCIES

The World Health Organization’s chief
scientist advised against people mixing and
matching Covid-19 vaccines from different
manufacturers, calling it a “dangerous
trend” since there was little data available
about the health impact.

“It's a little bit of a dangerous trend
here. We are in a data-free, evidence-free
zone as far as mix and match,” Soumya
Swaminathan told an online briefing on
Monday.

“It will be a chaotic situation in countries
if citizens start deciding when and who will
be taking a second, a third and a fourth dose.”

Thailand yesterday defended mixing
two different vaccines to battle a surge in
infections. The kingdom is struggling to
contain its latest outbreak fuelled by the
highly contagious Delta variant, with cases
and deaths skyrocketing and the healthcare
system stretched thin.

Authorities said they will mix a first
dose of the Chinese-made Sinovac jab
with a second dose of AstraZeneca to try
and achieve a “booster” effect in six weeks
instead of 12.

Thailand’s  chief virologist Yong
Poovorawan said this would be possible
by combining an inactivated virus vaccine
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