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With the extended lockdown 
causing enormous financial 
hardship to daily wage earners 
and lower income population, the 
government and affiliated bodies 
escalated food drive for them all 
across the country. 
BAGERHAT DISTRICT 

ADMINISTRATION 

On July 9, the Bagerhat district 
administration distributed food 
assistance to the affected section 
of the society in Maria Palli 
(Christian) area of Bagerhat town, 
reports our correspondent in 
Bagerhat. 

Later, the administration 
distributed food relief to more 
than five hundred families of 
various low-income groups at 
Hijra Palli in New Police Line area, 
sweeper colony in Lichutala area, 
and Rishi and barber communities 
in different parts of Bagerhat.

Bagerhat Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Mohammad Azizur Rahman, 
Sadar Upazila Parishad Chairman 
Sardar Nasir Uddin, Sadar Upazila 
Nirbahi Officer Mohammad 
Moshabberul Islam, Sadar Upazila 
Parishad Vice-chairman Khan 
Rezaul Islam, Sadar Upazila 
Parishad Woman Vice-chairman 
Rizia Parveen, Councillor 

Touhidur Rahman Joni of Bagerhat 
municipality and dignitaries, 
among others, were present during 
the food drive.

Bagerhat DC Mohammad 
Azizur Rahman said, “We have 
started distributing food assistance 
so that the jobless people do not 

suffer from food shortage during 
the lockdown. We have adequate 
stock of food and we will deliver 
food to the homes of all the 
helpless people in Bagerhat.” 

They would continue the 
assistance until the Corona 
situation turns normal, he added.

BANGLADESH ARMY

On July 6, Bangladesh Army 
at Sheikh Hasina Cantonment 
launched a food distribution drive 
for poor families affected by the 
lockdown in Patuakhali town.

Lt Col Khandaker Munir 
Hossain, commander of the 42nd 
Field Regiment Artillery at Sheikh 
Hasina Cantonment, inaugurated 
the programme in Old Ferry Ghat 
area of the town in the morning, 
according to our correspondent in 
Patuakhali.

Officials and members of the 
army stationed at the cantonment 
were present during the 
programme.

Lt Col Khandaker Munir during 
his speech said in addition to their 
duty of enforcing health rules and 
movement restrictions during 
the lockdown that was declared 
by the government on July 1, the 
army personnel at Sheikh Hasina 
Cantonment will be distributing 
food aid to 750 poor families 
under five groups in six upazilas 
of the district in the first phase of 
their drive. 

Each food relief packet contains 
5 kg of rice, 2 kg of flour, 2 kg of 
pulses, 2 litres of cooking oil and 
500 grams of salt, he also said.

Members of BANGLADESH ARMY stationed at Sheikh Hasina Cantonment distributing food aid in 

Patuakhali town on July 6 to low-income people who have been affected by the ongoing lockdown. 

PHOTO: PARTHA CHAKRABORTTY, SOHRAB HOSSAIN

A section of people who received food assistance during a programme organised by BAGERHAT DISTRICT 

ADMINISTRATION at Maria Palli in Bagerhat town on July 9.

COPING WITH PANDEMIC

Affected get food assistance 
in Bagerhat, Patuakhali

With water level rising rapidly in the Teesta, people of low-lying areas along the river in Rangpur and Lalmonirhat are seeing water entering their 

neighbourhoods and homes. Many are desperately trying to keep things dry and enduring difficulties in getting food for their families and getting 

their produce to local markets. Those less fortunate to have had their homes flooded are dismantling their houses and moving those to higher 

grounds. The photos were taken from Chouraha village in Lalmonirhat’s Aditmari and East Binbina Char village of Rangpur’s Gangachara upazila. 

TEESTA SWELLING, PEOPLE SUFFERING
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