1 2 DHAKA FRIDAY JULY 9, 2021, ASHAR 25, 1428 BS

@he Baily Star

BUILD YOUR HOME

FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS
WITH THE TOUGHEST STEEL

A

qusen. treme
B500 DWR

the tough steel

SHAH
CEMENT

HIGHEST SELLING
CEMENT ...... ‘!eé

28 AxLE LoAD CONTROL CENTRES

Crucial RHD
project runs
into snag

TuHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY

Roads and Highways Department (RHD) has failed to start the physical
work of a project taken up two years ago for installing 28 axle load control
centres despite a call by one of its wings for implementing axle load
control on highways ungently to reduce road damages.

The department even could not complete land acquisition for most of
the centres under the Tk 1,630.28 crore project which will expire in June

next year.

The Cabinet Committee on Government Purchase last month approved
a proposal on appointments of contractors and consultants for the project.
The RHD selected two contractors for the work, but it could not issue the
work order duo to a government embargo.

Once the contractors start the work formally, they would get 12 months
to complete it. So, the project authorities will eventually have to extend

the deadline, officials said.

Project Director Abdullah Al Mamun admitted that they were behind
schedule due to the delay in land acquisition and the Covid-19 pandemic.
“However, we have already completed all necessary procedures and will
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This is a picture of a road in Old Dhaka. It seems that there is no lockdown and no restriction on people’s
movement. There is a huge crowd on the road and nobody is following social distancing, a key measure to
prevent the spread of Covid-19. This photo was taken from Islampur area yesterday.

World’s tallest
sandcastle built
in Denmark

AFP, Copenhagen

In the small seaside town of Blokhus
in Denmark, the world's tallest
sandcastle has been completed,
weighing nearly 5,000 tonnes and
towering over 20 metres high, its
designers said Wednesday.

Standing 21.16 metres high (69.4
feet), more than three metres taller
than a castle built in Germany in
2019, which previously held the title
with its 17.66 metres, according to
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Robbers throw
baby out of

window
Rape mother

UNB, Bhola

Four robbers broke into
a house in Bhola Sadar
upazila and raped a
35-year-old woman after
tossing her three-month-
old baby out of the
window.

The woman's only crime
was that she took time to
hand over the keys of the
almirah to the robbers,
police said.

In her complaint, the
woman claimed that
four men entered her
house around 2:30am
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ROAD TO FREEDOM
THIS DAY IN BANGLADESH LIBERATION WAR HISTORY

Kissingers Pakistan visit

e 1l
Bangladeshi artists demonstrating

in front of the American Consulate in
Kolkata on July 9, 1971.

JULY9, 1971
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ACC begins
Evaly probe

over scam of
Tk 338.62cr

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-Corruption
Commission has begun
an enquiry into the
allegation against Evaly,
an e-commerce platform,
of embezzling around Tk
338.62 crore.

ACC Commissioner Md
Mozammel Haque Khan
said they have directed
investigators to look into
whether any financial
irregularities had taken
place.

The commerce ministry,
on July 4, sent a letter to
the ACC to investigate
the allegation in light of
a Bangladesh Bank report
on evaly.com, and to take
legal action if any financial
irregularities are found.

PRAYER TIMING JULY 9

Fazr Juma Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 4-10 1230 500 6-55 8-17
JAMAAT 4-45 1-15 5-15 7-00 845

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

KISSINGER CALLS ON YAHYA

Henry Kissinger, US President Richard Nixon’s
national security adviser, met privately with
Pakistan President Yahya Khan on July 8, 1971. In
SEE PAGE 5 COL 3

“We had gotten
another such allegation
of irregularities before the
commerce ministry’s letter
was sent to us,” Khan said.
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A beautiful butterfly
spotted collecting
nectar from a
flower at a nursery
in the capital’s
Mohammadpur.
Butterflies inside the
concrete jungle that
is Dhaka has become
increasingly rare,
largely due to habitat
loss and pollution.

Tokyo Olympics venues
will have no spectators

Cases rise in Japanese capital due to Delta variant;
US, Germany report spike in infection

AGENCIES

The Tokyo Olympics will take place
without spectators, organisers said
yesterday, as a resurgent pandemic
forced Japan to declare a coronavirus
state of emergency for the capital that
will run throughout the event.
Although widely expected, the
move marked a sharp turnabout from
just weeks earlier, when organisers
said they aimed to hold the global
sporting showpiece with limited

spectators.

“It is regrettable that we are
delivering the Games in a very limited
format, facingthespread of coronavirus
infections,” Tokyo 2020 President
Seiko Hashimoto said following
talks between government officials,
Tokyo organisers and Olympic and
paralympic representatives.

“I am sorry to those who purchased
tickets and everyone in local areas.”

Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga
said it was essential to prevent Tokyo,

where the highly infectious Delta
Covid-19 variant was spreading, from
becoming the source of another wave
of infections.

The ban all but robs the Tokyo
Games, which are scheduled to run
from July 23 to August 8, of their last
hope for pomp and public spectacle.

Once seen as a chance for Japan to
stand large on the global stage after a
devastating earthquake a decade ago,
the showpiece event was delayed by
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