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High-flow oxygen
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Their only hope for survival is if they are 
given immediate support of high pressure 
oxygen using ventilators that are capable of 
providing 100 percent oxygen per minute or 
the HFNC that supports 75 percent oxygen 
per minute, they said. 

But most of these patients were being 
treated with the hospital’s central oxygen 
lines, oxygen cylinders and concentrators 
that are capable of providing not above 15 
percent oxygen per minute. 

As a result, most of the deaths are 
occurring at the Covid unit, according to 
senior doctors and officials of the hospital. 

The hospital data shows that 18 patients 
died at the Covid unit in 24 hours till 
Monday morning, raising the death toll to 
82 in the first five days of July. 

In June, 354 patients died while the 
number was 124 in May. The hospital was 
treating 495 patients with bed capacity for 
405 in 13 wards of its Covid unit yesterday, 
with 70 patients admitting daily on average. 

Doctors estimated that 40 percent of 
critical patients (at least 198) need ICU or 
HFNC support. 

But RMCH has only 20 ICU beds that 
have been remaining full from June 1 while 
at least 90 patients await an ICU bed. 

The hospital was also provided with 69 
HFNC which at present are not sufficient to 
meet the rising demand. 

While sharing her experience, a doctor 
of the hospital told this correspondent that 
her 32-bed ward had only one HFNC a week 
ago. She had to ration the use of the lone 
machine among patients. 

On June 29, she had four patients aged 
between 32 and 42 requiring the HFNC 
support at her ward. “I had to limit its use 
to three hours each. Can you imagine how 
cruel the decision was?” she said. 

“When I was taking away the machine 
from one patient to give it to another, the 
patient’s son cried out and requested me 
not to remove the machine from his father. I 
had to hold my tears at that time, but I had 
no choice,” the doctor said. Her ward was 
provided with two more HFNC the next day. 

At the ward on Sunday, patients’ 
attendants told this correspondent seven 
patients were sharing three HFNC. 

This newspaper also visited seven wards 
out of total 13 in the Covid unit on Monday 
and found two wards -- 15 and 14 -- without 
any HFNC in place. 

This correspondent also learnt ward-16 
has no HFNC where at least seven patients 
have died in 24 hours till Monday morning. 

At ward-15, where Shampa’s mother 
died, eight patients died in the last 48 hours. 

Contacted, RMCH director Brig Gen 
Shamim Yazdani declined to acknowledge 

the HFNC or ventilator crisis. 
He said the 69 HFNC are sufficient for the 

hospital, and 10 more have been sanctioned. 
They were yet to receive those, he added. 

“Out of the 69 HFNC, 57 are in use… 
What we lack is trained manpower to run 
those,” he said, adding that operating an 
HFNC requires special training. 

He said the 48-bed HDU wards of the 
Covid unit have the highest 20 HFNC and 
patients insist doctors to admit them there. 

Other wards were provided with more 
than two HFNC, but not all the wards have 
trained staff, he said. 

“Even at Rawshan Ara’s ward (no-15), 
two HFNC were available,” the director said. 

“In case of necessity, trained staffers 
from other wards go to the wards to help 
run those machines. But the trained staffers 
hardly get any call as staff members at most 
wards are not even aware of the machines,” 
the director said. 

“We’re training the staff, but that needs 
at least ten days,” he said, adding that they 
got a supply of 1,600 non-rebreather masks 
to ensure that oxygen pressure is above 20 
litres per minute. 

A non-rebreather mask is a medical 
device that helps deliver oxygen in 
emergency situations. It consists of a face 
mask connected to a reservoir bag that’s 
filled with a high concentration of oxygen. 

Apart from its stock of 183 oxygen 
concentrators and 1,122 oxygen cylinders, 
the hospital authorities have also got a 
supply of 12 BiPAP machines to support 
patients with BiLevel positive airway 
pressures. 

Like other ventilators, BiPAP machines 
use pressure to push air into one’s lungs, 
improving the level of oxygen in the blood. 
These machines are called “BiLevel” because 
they have two air pressure settings. When 
a patient breathes in, it delivers more air 
pressure and when a patient breathes out, it 
reduces the pressure. 

The RMCH director said, “We have 
enough oxygen stock. Against a requirement 
of 6,000 litres of oxygen for Covid wards, 
we’ve a 10,000-litre oxygen tank and a 
standby 14,000-litre oxygen tank carrying 
truck.” 

“What we need is trained staffers to 
operate the available machines,” he said. 

The director, however, acknowledged that 
the number of critical patients with very low 
oxygen saturation was around 60 percent a 
week ago. But it has decreased now, he said. 

“It is happening as most patients are from 
rural areas and they don’t understand the 
initial lowering of oxygen saturation. Once 
they comprehend that, they delay more to 
manage money for coming to the hospital, 
or face difficulties in finding a vehicle during 
the lockdown,” he said.   
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death sentence of a convicted 
father to 10 years’ imprisonment 
for killing his four-year-old son in 
Barishal. 

The apex court commuted 
death sentence of Md Mamun of 
Charghat upazila in Rajshahi in a 
case filed for killing his wife Nahar 
Begum in 2004. 

 Additional Attorney General 
Sk Md Morshed told The Daily 
Star that Mamun (28) strangled 
his wife Nahar (22) to death 
in a family feud over dowry on 
December 6, 2004. 

The Women and Children 
Repression Prevention Tribunal-2 
on July 21, 2008 convicted and 
sentenced Mamun to death. 
On November 25, 2013, the 
High Court confirmed the death 
sentence.   

He then filed two appeals with 
the Appellate Division. After 

holding hearing on those, the 
apex court commuted his death 
sentence.   

Besides, the apex court yesterday 
commuted the death sentence 
of Md Jashim Rari of Barishal’s 
Mehendiganj upazila to 10 years’ 
imprisonment in a case filed for 
killing his son in 2007.   

The top court also ordered the 
jail authorities to immediately 
release Jashim from jail if he is not 
arrested in any other case as he has 
been in jail since 2007. 

It delivered the verdict after 
hearing an appeal filed by Jashim, 
challenging the HC judgement 
that confirmed his death sentence 
handed down by a trial court. 

Defence lawyer Helal Uddin 
Mollah argued for Jashim 
while DAG Bishwajit Debnath 
represented the state. 

Lawyer Helal Uddin said the 
apex court commuted the death 

sentence, considering that Jashim 
killed his son Shahin out of anger 
after his mother-in-law had beaten 
him with a broom following an 
altercation. 

It was not a planned murder, he 
said. 

According to the case statement, 
Jashim and his mother-in-law 
got into an argument over dowry 
when he went to his in-laws’ house 
at Kolchar-Shayamra village in 
Mehendiganj upazila to see his 
wife Fatema Begum and son on 
March 31, 2007. 

After the incident, Shahin went 
missing. Later, Jashim confessed 
that he strangled him. Shahin’s 
mother lodged a murder case with 
Mehendiganj Police Station on 
April 2. 

Barishal District and Sessions 
Judge Court on July 28, 2008 
handed down death sentence to 
him, which was confirmed by the 

HC on November 14, 2013. 

‘COVID SITUATION NOT GOOD’

Meanwhile at another hearing 
yesterday, the chief justice said the 
pandemic situation in the country 
is very bad now. 

He said this while presiding 
over a full bench of the Appellate 
Division for virtually hearing and 
disposing of cases. 

During the proceedings, SCBA 
secretary Md Ruhul Quddus 
Kazal requested the CJ to resume 
functions of some HC benches for 
quick hearing and disposing of 
more cases. 

He rejected the request, saying, 
“Do you have any information? 
The (Covid-19) situation in the 
country is very bad.” 

He also mentioned there is a 
Covid-19 testing booth on SC 
premises for judges, lawyers and 
court officials. 

PBI to 
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PBI sources told the newspaper that failing to get Mannan’s brother, the six 
-- along with two police sources -- picked Mannan introducing themselves 
as DB police, and took him to Vellapara Bridge area of Patiya. There they 
extorted money from the businessman’s family keeping him hostage.

“A boy, a staffer of a tea stall who witnessed the ransom handover 
incident, also identified the six constables in his deposition. After picking 
him up, they took Mannan in front of the tea stall,” said a PBI officer, 
seeking not to be named.

Mohiuddin Selim said, “The six police constables were remanded but 
did not give their confessional statements under Section 164 in connection 
with the case.”

Police arrested the six constables on February 7 after Mannan filed a 
case with Anwara Police Station over abduction and extortion, in which 
he said a total of eight persons including two civilians picked him up from 
his house. Later, PBI was asked to investigate the case.

Following the incident, a number of police personnel of different ranks 
were transferred from CMP to other units.

Lockdown even
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commissioner of Chattogram, during a briefing to 
journalists at Chattogram Circuit House yesterday 
acknowledged that many people in the city could not be 
kept at home, despite the strict stance of administration 
and law-enforcers.

Financial institutions, including banks, remained closed 
till Sunday, and presence of people and vehicles was little 
till that day, he said, adding that when the institutions 
opened on Monday, people were seen on roads with 
different excuses.

The administration conducted mobile courts and fined 
those who violated the lockdown, but yet, people could 
not be made conscious, he added.

The DC said a total of 16 executive magistrates would 
lead the joint drive, while police, Border Guard Bangladesh, 
Ansar and Rab personnel would assist them.

He said if any shop or restaurant stays open, violating 
lockdown instructions, they will be sealed off. 

Strict actions will be taken against those who will come 
out without valid reason. Under the present Covid-19 
situation, there is no scope to spare any violators, he added.

BNP
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He also criticised the information minister for his remark that the 
government needs to rethink about taking Khaleda back to jail, saying the 
minister issued such a threat as BNP is raising voice in favour of people at 
this difficult time of the country. 

Prince alleged that law enforcers keep arresting BNP leaders and activists 
in different districts, including Chattogram, Mymensingh, Kishoreganj, 
and Bagerhat, amid the countrywide strict lockdown. 

He alleged that the government is not providing necessary relief 
assistance to the poor and urged the government to ensure adequate food 
and financial assistance for those affected by the lockdown. 

Refuting the ruling party leader’s comment that many BNP leaders are 
trying to join Awami League, he said AL is now a “sinking” ship. 

“No one wants to get on a sinking ship. Those who are its passengers 
are making such comments to hide their failures. You’d see in future how 
many people are jumping off that sinking ship to save themselves.”  
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“If necessary, you have to take the initiative of conducting 
drive at a house or its rooftop,” he said.
Urging everyone to speed up anti-mosquito activities, he 
said, “The number of dengue patients is increasing. So, 
your supervision at ward level will have to increase.”

DSCC Chief Executive Officer Farid Ahmed and Chief 
Health Officer Dr Sharif Ahmed were also present there.

Khulna journo, arrested 
under DSA, gets bail
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday granted bail to a local journalist of Khulna, MA 
Sabur Rana, in a case filed under the controversial Digital Security Act 
(DSA), clearing the way for him to walk out of jail. 

The bench of Justice JBM Hassan granted the bail to Sabur, Khulna’s 
Rampal correspondent of the Daily Loksomaj and also the president of 
Rampal Press Club, until further order following a bail petition filed by him. 

There is no legal bar for Sabur to get released from jail following the HC 
order, his lawyer Sheikh Mohammad Zakir Hossain told The Daily Star. 

He said the HC bench granted bail to Sabur as the principal accused of 
the case, Abu Tayub Munshi, was granted bail by another bench earlier. 

Deputy Attorney General Tushar Kanti Roy told this correspondent that 
the higher authorities concerned are yet to decide whether any appeal will 
be moved before the Supreme Court challenging the HC order. 

On April 20, Talukdar Abdul Khalek, mayor of Khulna City 
Corporation, filed the case against journalists -- Sabur and Munshi, 
Khulna correspondent of NTV -- under DSA for posting statuses on their 
personal Facebook accounts against him. Munshi was arrested the very 
night of filing the case and got bail after serving 21 days in jail. 

On June 3, Sabur appeared before the Khulna Metropolitan Magistrate 
Court-1 to seek bail in the case. But, Judge Shahidul Islam sent him to jail 
after rejecting his bail petition.
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dengue cases and three confirmed dengue-related deaths in 2020.
According to official figures, 1,01,354 dengue cases and 179 deaths 

were recorded in Bangladesh in 2019.
Dengue fever was first reported in Bangladesh in 2000, when it claimed 

93 lives. The infection took a serious turn again in 2018, infecting 10,148 
people and killing 26. 


