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Selfie with 
Phensedyl lands 
him in jail
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Police on Saturday afternoon 
arrested a man from Panchbibi 
upazila in Joypurhat after he took 
a picture of himself with several 
bottles of contraband Indian 
medicine Phensedyl and posted it 
on his Facebook wall.  

According to police, the arrestee 
-- Dildar Hossain, 32, son of 
Mohammad Sabu from Khordda 
village in the same upazila -- is 
wanted for three prior criminal 
cases filed against him. 

Polash Chandra Deb, officer-in-
charge of Panchbibi Police Station, 
said on June 20, Dildar’s selfie 
with several bottles of Phensedyl 
in his right hand went viral after he 
posted the photo on Facebook. 

Police had been looking for 
Dildar, who is an addict and a drug 
peddler. But soon after making the 
post, he went into hiding to evade 
the arrest. 

A team of police from Panchbibi 
Police Station finally succeeded 
in capturing him on Saturday 
afternoon when they acted on a tip-
off and raided a bordering village 
named Atapara.  

Police later filed a case against 
the arrestee, the OC said, adding 
that on Sunday they produced 
Dildar before a Joypurhat court, 
which sent him to jail custody.   

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Cattle owners in different areas 
of Kurigram and Lalmonirhat are 
growing increasingly worried as a 
type of dermatitis or skin disease in 
cattle has been on the rise in the two 
districts.

While the news of cattle dying 
from the disease in different areas 
is raising alarm among the cattle 
owners, the Department of Livestock 
Services (DLS) advised otherwise.

The DLS said the cattle owners 
need not worry much as the disease 
is curable and nothing new in the 
region.   

Kurigram and Lalmonirhat is 
home to 14,55,830 cattle, according 
to data provided by DLS in the two 
districts.

Farmer Malekjan Begum, from 
Char Mantola in Kurigram’s Chilmari 
upazila, said after her cow got 
infected with the disease and suffered 
for about a week, a local veterinarian 
treated it with medicines.

But the cow died in the last week 
of June. However, her two other cows 
did not contract the disease. 

Another farmer Montu Miah, from 
the same village, said one of his four 
cows “died of skin rot disease” about 
the same time, before he managed to 
take it to the veterinarian. 

Although his other three cows do 
not have the disease, cattle owners in 
the area are panic-stricken over the 
death of his cow, he also said. 

Two other farmers -- Joynal Miah, 
from Char Shakhahati in Chilmari 
upazila, and Nazrul Islam, from 
Char Boalmari in Lalmonirhat Sadar 
upazila -- said they both lost one 
cow each, in the last week of June, to 
the skin disease despite getting the 
animals treated by veterinarians in 
their areas.

Asked, Chilmari Upazila Livestock 
Officer Rashedul Islam said dermatitis 
or ‘skin rot’ disease has been in the 

region for a long time and affected 
cattle can be cured of the disease with 
general treatment.

Cattle infected with the disease 
are less likely to die, he said, adding 
that some other reasons might have 
caused the deaths of the cows in the 
area recently.

Abdul Hai Sarkar, district livestock 
officer in Kurigram, said wrong 
treatment might also cause death of 
any livestock.

Advising cattle owners not to 
panic, he also said that skin rot 
disease is not a major disease, as a 

cow infected with it can move around 
and survive for a long time. 

District Livestock Officer in 
Lalmonirhat Saidur Rahman said the 
prevalence of the skin rot disease is 
common during and after the rainy 
season. However, the disease has 
started to spread before the monsoon 
this year. 

DLS veterinarians and officials 
have been providing medical services 
to infected cattle as well as creating 
awareness among cattle owners so 
they get their livestock treated only 
by certified veterinarians, he added.  

A cow infected with dermatitis in 

Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila.
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Cattle dermatitis causing 
concern in Kurigram, 

Lalmonirhat
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Pregnant women coming to Gomnati 
union health and family welfare 
center (UHFWC) at Dakkhin Ambari 
village in Domar upazila for taking 
antenatal and postnatal services 
facing insecurity and health hazards 
as a bridge construction farm has 
been using its premises to keep heavy 
vehicles and construction materials 
for the last few months.

Roads and Highways Department 
(RHD) has recently given work 
order to a renowned construction 
farm to build a 50-meter-long and 
10.3-meter-wide concrete bridge 
over Dewnai river in the village on 
Domar-Chilahati-Vaulaganj highway 
near the health centre with a view to 
connecting Chilahati land port with 
country’s different parts.

Visiting the UHFWC recently, this 
correspondent found that various 
types heavy vehicles moving to and 
fro over its premises creating obstacle 
for service seekers at the health 
centre.

Family planning supervisor (FPI) 
also the UHFWC in-charge Abdur 
Rahman said, “The situation has 
created health hazard for the service 
seekers and I’ve discussed it in the 
monthly meeting of our department 

several times and also asked the 
constructor’s men to remove the 
materials but to no avail.” 

Every day 25-30 pregnant 
housewives used to come to the 
center daily but now only 4-5 come 

because of the situation.
Due to the situation, regular sub-

assistant community medical officer 
(SACMO) has taken transfer and one 
from the adjacent Kektibari UHFWC 
has been temporarily appointed who 

attends the centre once in a week.
Hasina Banu (24), a housewife 

of Uttor Ambari village said it is not 
feasible for many village women to 
visit the centre due to the obstacles, 
many women now prefer visiting 

neighbouring Ketkibari center.
A number of locals alleged that 

Gomnati union parishad (UP) 
chairman who is also the president 
of the centre’s managing committee 
allowed the contractor to use the 
premises to be benefitted.

However, the UP chairman Abdul 
Hamid on contact admitted that he 
has allowed the contractor to use a 
small part of the centre’s premises 
temporarily in consultation with 
relevant officials for the area’s greater 
interest.

Contacted, Zakir Hossain, site 
in-charge of the construction farm 
said, “We keep our goods on a rented 
land belonging to an individual 
adjacent to the health center and so 
some materials may have been kept 
on the UHFWC premises as there is 
no boundary wall. However, we will 
remove the materials soon.”

“I will look into the matter and 
take necessary step,” said Monjur-ul 
Alam, executive engineer of RHD in 
Nilphamari.

Caption: A view of the heavy 
vehicles and construction materials 
is seen on Gomnati union health 
and family welfare center (UHFWC) 
premises at Dakkhin Ambari village 
in Domar upazila of Nilphamari. 

Pregnant women coming to take medical service at the centre are suffering a lot as a construction farm has 

been using its premises to keep heavy vehicles and construction materials for the last few months. PHOTO: STAR

Pregnant women suffer as construction 
materials, vehicles occupy hospital

RHD appointed construction firm keeps heavy vehicles, materials in UHFWC premises


