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Six killed in J&K unrest
Five suspected rebels and a soldier were killed 
yesterday in the latest of a series of clashes in 
Indian Kashmir that have left 17 dead in two 
weeks, police said. The six died in a gunfight 
in the Rajpora area of the Kashmir valley that 

started Thursday night. Police said the five 
militants were members of the Pakistan-based 

Lashkar-e-Taiba group. The military said on 
Thursday that 61 suspected rebels have been 
killed this year so far.   India has also been on 
the alert since the first known drone attack in 

Kashmir damaged a small building and injured 
two personnel at an air base inside the main 

airport at the southern city of Jammu.

China’s new ICBM silo 
report ‘concerning’: US

The United States expressed concern on 
Thursday over a report that China is building 
more than 100 new silos for intercontinental 
ballistic missiles. The Washington Post, citing 
a study of commercial satellite images by a 

California-based group, reported on Thursday 
that the silos were being built in a desert near 
the northwestern city of Yumen. “This buildup, 
it is concerning,” State Department spokesman 
Ned Price said when asked about the report. “It 

raises questions about the PRC’s intent.”  

Tycoons’ space race 
Call it a space race for billionaires: British 

mogul Richard Branson one-upped rival Jeff 
Bezos on Thursday, announcing that he too will 
blast beyond Earth’s atmosphere -- as many as 

nine days ahead of the Amazon founder. The 
announcement follows Bezo’s proclamation 
in early June that he and his brother would 

be part of the crew on the first manned flight 
aboard his company Blue Origin’s New Shepard 

launch vehicle. Virgin Galactic announced 
Branson would be aboard the SpaceShipTwo 

Unity, which will go to space as early as July 11, 
“pending weather and technical checks.” Bezos 

said he would travel to space on July 20.
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1904 - Theodor Herzl, 
Hungarian-born Zionist 
leader, died. In 1897 he 
became first president 

of the World Zionist 
Organisation.

1928 - John Logie Baird 
transmitted the world’s 

first colour television 
pictures in London.

1962 - President de 
Gaulle of France declared 

Algeria independent.

1971 - Jim Morrison, lead 
singer with the American 

rock group The Doors, 
died in Paris.

1988 - The American 
warship Vincennes shot 
down an Iranian Airbus 

A300 over the Gulf in the 
last weeks of the Iran-
Iraq war, killing all 290 

aboard.

2013 - Egyptian 
president Mohamed 

Mursi is overthrown by 
military.  

A boat in distress tries 

to escape from the 

Libyan Coast Guard 

in the Maltese search 

and rescue zone on 

Wednesday. Since 

2014, more than 20,000 

migrants and refugees 

have died at sea while 

trying to reach Europe 

from Africa. More than 

17,000 of those have 

been on the Central 

Mediterranean which 

is described by the UN 

as the most dangerous 

migration route in the 

world. 
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US REPORT ON HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Covid has created 
‘ideal environment’
AFP, Washington

The United States said that the coronavirus pandemic has 
created an “ideal environment” for human trafficking to 
thrive as governments divert resources to the health crisis 
and traffickers take advantage of vulnerable people.  

The State Department’s “2021 Trafficking in Persons 
Report” released Thursday also downgraded several 
countries and upgraded others for their efforts to combat 
the scourge of human trafficking.

Releasing the annual report, Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken said nearly 25 million people worldwide are 
estimated to be victims of human trafficking.

“Many are compelled into commercial sex work,” 
Blinken said. “Many are forced to work in factories or fields 
or to join armed groups. “It’s a global crisis,” he said. “It’s 
an enormous source of human suffering.”

The report ranks countries around the world based on 
their compliance with the Trafficking Victims Protection 
Act (TVPA) of 2000.

Six countries were downgraded from Tier 1 -- the highest 
ranking -- to Tier 2: Cyprus, Israel, New Zealand, Norway, 
Portugal and Switzerland.

Tier 2 countries do not “fully meet” the TVPA’s 
minimum standards “but are making significant efforts to 
bring themselves into compliance.”

Two nations -- Guinea-Bissau and Malaysia -- were 
added to the Tier 3 list of worst offenders, a list that already 
included Afghanistan, Algeria, China, the Comoros, Cuba, 
Eritrea, Iran, Myanmar, Nicaragua, North Korea, Russia, 
South Sudan, Syria, Turkmenistan and Venezuela.  

Four countries -- Belarus, Burundi, Lesotho and Papua 
New Guinea -- were removed from Tier 3.

The United States may restrict foreign assistance to Tier 
3 nations subject to presidential approval.

‘Lone wolf’ stabs HK cop 
A 50-year-old man who died after stabbing 
a Hong Kong police officer was a “lone wolf” 

attacker who had been politically “radicalised”, 
the city’s security chief said yesterday. Footage of 
Thursday evening’s attack was caught by a local 

journalist’s livestream. It showed a man in a dark 
t-shirt stabbing an officer in the back. Police said 
the man -- who has not been publicly identified 

by authorities -- then stabbed himself in the 
chest and later died of his wounds.  

A man reacts as he attends an impromptu vigil at an event titled  “No Pride in Genocide” in Toronto, Ontario, Canada, on 

Thursday. Canada’s national holiday Thursday was marked by a grim reckoning over its colonial history, after more than 1,000 

unmarked graves were found near former boarding schools for indigenous children. PHOTO: REUTERS

War looms as US quits Bagram base
US close to end its longest war in Afghanistan amid fierce Taliban offensive
REUTERS, Kabul

American troops pulled out of their main military 
base in Afghanistan yesterday, leaving behind a piece 
of the World Trade Center they buried 20 years ago 
in a country that the top US commander has warned 
may descend into civil war without them.  

“All American soldiers and members of Nato forces 
have left the Bagram air base,” said a senior U.S. 
security official on condition of anonymity.

Though a few more troops have yet to withdraw 
from another base in the capital Kabul, the Bagram 
pullout brings an effective end to the longest war in 
American history.

The base, an hour’s drive north of Kabul, was 
where the US military has coordinated its air war and 
logistical support for its entire Afghan mission. The 
Taliban thanked them for leaving.

“We consider this withdrawal a positive step. 
Afghans can get closer to stability and peace with the 
full withdrawal of foreign forces,” Taliban spokesman 
Zabihullah Mujahid told Reuters.

Other Afghans were more circumspect: “The 
Americans must leave Afghanistan and there should 
be peace in this country,” said Kabul resident Javed 
Arman. “We are in a difficult situation. Most people 
have fled their districts and some districts have fallen. 
Seven districts in Paktia province have fallen and are 

now under Taliban control.”
It was at Bagram, by a bullet-ridden Soviet-built air 

strip on a plain hemmed in by the snow-capped peaks 
of the Hindu Kush, that New York City firefighters and 
police were flown to bury a piece of the World Trade 
Center in December, 2001, days after the Taliban were 
toppled for harbouring Osama bin Laden.

It was also here that the CIA ran a “black site” 
detention centre for terrorism suspects and subjected 
them to abuse that President Barack Obama 
subsequently acknowledged as torture.

Later it swelled into a sprawling fortified city for a 
huge international military force, with fast food joints, 
gyms and a cafe serving something called “the mother 
of all coffees”. Two runways perpetually roared. 
Presidents flew in and gave speeches; celebrities came 

and told jokes.
An Afghan official said the base would be officially 

handed over to the government at a ceremony today.
The US defence official said General Austin Miller, 

the top US commander in Afghanistan “still retains 
all the capabilities and authorities to protect the 
force” stationed in the capital, Kabul.

Earlier this week, Miller told journalists in Kabul 
that civil war for Afghanistan was “certainly a path 
that can be visualised”, with Taliban fighters sweeping 
into districts around the country in recent weeks as 
foreign troops flew home.

Two other US security officials said this week the 
majority of US military personnel would most likely 
be gone by July 4, with a residual force remaining to 
protect the embassy. That would be more than two 
months ahead of the timetable set by Biden, who had 
promised they would be home by Sept. 11, the 20th 
anniversary of the attack that brought them here.

Washington agreed to withdraw in a deal 
negotiated last year with the Taliban under Biden’s 
predecessor Donald Trump, and Biden rejected advice 
from generals to hang on until a political agreement 
could be reached between the insurgents and the US-
backed Kabul government. In exchange for the US 
withdrawal, the Taliban have promised not to allow 
international terrorists to operate from Afghan soil.  

Quotes
of the day

I’ll hand 
over the 
president-

ial sash to whoever 
wins the election 
cleanly, not with 
fraud.

FORMER US PRESIDENT 
DONALD TRUMP

We can’t 
allow the 
pandemic 

to rob children of 
their education and 
development.

HANS KLUGE, WHO’S 
EUROPE DIRECTOR 

Eventually 
the public 
pressure 

was too much. 
So you (leaders) 
started to act (on 
climate). But acting 
as in role-playing.

GRETA THUNBERG

Heatwaves wreak havoc
AGENCIES

The adverse effects of climate change is 
wreaking havoc around the world with India, 
US, Canada and even Antarctica suffering 
from record heatwaves, which is accelerated 
by massive deforestations in Brazil’s Amazon 
and elsewhere. 

A draft report from the UN’s climate 
science advisory panel recently said that 
climate change would fundamentally reshape 
life on Earth in the 
coming decades, even if 
humans can tame planet-
warming greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

Species extinction, 
more widespread 
disease, unliveable heat, 
ecosystem collapse, 
cities menaced by rising 
seas -- these and other 
devastating climate impacts are accelerating 
and bound to become painfully obvious 
before a child born today turns 30. 

In India, tens of millions of people were 
suffering yesterday under a severe heatwave 
that has pushed the temperature to a nine-
year high in Delhi as monsoon rains run 
behind schedule.

Heatwaves have killed over 6,500 people 
in the world’s second-most populous nation 
since 2010, and scientists say climate change 
is making them harsher and more frequent.

Daytime temperatures were above 40 
degrees Celsius (104 Fahrenheit) for the 
fourth consecutive day yesterday across the 
states of Rajasthan, Haryana and New Delhi. 
Large parts of Punjab, Uttar Pradesh and 
Madhya Pradesh in central India were also 

wilting.
The intense heat has driven up power 

consumption as more and more people 
turned to air-conditioners and air coolers, 
which in turn the cities hotter.  

Meanwhile, dozens of fires raged across 
western Canada and California yesterday 
with little relief expected from a deadly heat 
wave that has seen temperatures hit record 
highs.

Around 1,000 people were evacuated 
in Canada’s British 
Columbia province 
Thursday when a wildfire 
burnt down 90 percent 
of a small town that 
had set a national high-
temperature record for 
three days running. 

Experts say the heat 
wave on “steroids” 
was brought on by the 

global climate change crisis and has caused 
several hundred deaths in Canada and the 
United States. 

And the rising temperatures didn’t spared 
the coolest place on earth. 

The United Nations on Thursday 
recognised a new record high temperature 
for the Antarctic continent, confirming a 
reading of 18.3 degrees Celsius (64.9 degrees 
Fahrenheit) made last year.

The record heat was reached at Argentina’s 
Esperanza research station on the Antarctic 
Peninsula on February 6, 2020, the UN’s 
World Meteorological Organization said.

Antarctica’s average annual temperature 
ranges from about minus 10C (14F) on 
the coast to minus 60C (minus 76F) at the 
highest parts of the interior.
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Tens of millions sizzle in India’s 
severe heatwave

UN confirms 18.3C heat in 
Antarctica 

Heatwave-triggered wildfires 
rage in Canada, US 


