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Hundreds of families in low-lying areas of Dhobaura upazila in Mymensingh have 

been marooned following flash floods. In the photo, water is seen gushing in after 

breaching a dam at Gamaritola union of the upazila yesterday.
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A section of the Sirajganj town protection embankment that 

was eroded by the Jamuna on Tuesday at Sirajganj jail gate 

near Hard Point area of the embankment.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Bangladesh Water Development Board 
(BWDB) has started urgent repair 
work on Sirajganj town protection 
embankment after the Jamuna river 
eroded at least an 80-metre section of 
the levee within two to three hours on 
Tuesday. 

Locals said the current in the river 
turned turbulent around noon on 
Tuesday in Sirajganj jail gate area near 
Hard Point of the town protection 
embankment and the erosion began 
soon afterwards. 

Their attempt to protect the levee 
from the erosion went in vein, they 
also said.

BWDB Executive Engineer Shafikul 
Islam confirmed that a stretch of about 
80 metres of the embankment along 
the river was damaged in about two to 
three hours on Tuesday.

The BWDB acted promptly at the 

news of the erosion and their officials 
started repairing the damaged section 
without any delay, he said, adding that 
water level in the river had been rising 
rapidly and the erosion might have 
been triggered by subsidence of soil 
beneath the embankment due to the 
immense water pressure.

The 2.5 kilometre-long embankment 
was constructed in 2000-01 fiscal year 
by Hyundai of Korea at a cost of Tk 
364 crore to protect Sirajganj district 
headquarters from the erosion of the 
Jamuna, according to the BWDB. 

Different parts of the levee faced 
significant erosions in 2009, 2010, 2011 
and 2013.

While the townspeople speculated 
disastrous consequences in case the 
levee breaks, BWDB officials assured 
that the erosion of the levee will be 
brought under control once their work 
is complete. 

Erosion hits Sirajganj 

town protection levee
BWDB working on to repair damage, protect 
the structure from the turbulent Jamuna

Peanut farmers lose harvest 

to Madhumati
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

Peanut plants on at least 200 acres in five village 
of Alfadanga upazila in Faridpur have largely 
been destroyed after the Madhumati burst its 
banks and inundated the crop fields.  

At least 150 farmers of Helencha, Tikorpara, 
Char Makrail, Rudrabana and Belbana villages 
have lost their crops and suffered financial 
setbacks.  

According to officials at the Alfadanga 
upazila agriculture office, they were expecting 
around 300 tonnes of peanut production from 

150 hectares in the upazila. The target may not 
be achieved now.    

Hazi Anamul, 39, a farmer of Rudrabana 
village, on Sunday said, “I have cultivated 
peanuts on 30 decimals of land this year 
spending Tk 9,000. I have started to harvest a 
few day ago but I could not harvest my entire 
crop as the water level rose rapidly.”

Md Kuddus Mia, 52, another peanut grower 
of Char Makrail village, said, “I have cultivated 
peanuts on three acres of land this year 
spending Tk 30,000. I could not harvest any as 

all my fields went under water.”
Another grower of Belbana village, 

Mohammad Ali, 42, said, “I started harvesting 
when the water level of the Madhumati started 
to rise. But I could not harvest all.” 

Ripon Prosad Saha, Alfadanga upazila 
agriculture officer, said, “Peanut fields on the 
bank of the Madhumati were ruined as the 
water level rose suddenly.”

“We have asked our field officers to collect 
data of affected land. After getting the report, 
we can know how much has been lost.” 

Farmers try to salvage their peanut harvest in a village of Alfadanga upazila of Faridpur after the 

Madhumati burst its banks and flooded the field a few days ago. 
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Tree theft 
thwarted 
in Kulaura 
forest
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Moulvibazar

Kulaura upazila 
administration in a raid 
yesterday thwarted an act 
of organised tree theft and 
seized dozens of chopped 
down tree trunks from hills 
of Muroichhara forest in 
Kulaura upazila.

It took five tractor 
trolleys to bring the logs 
to the Forest Department 
office premises in Kulaura.  

Forest officials led by 
Kulaura Upazila Nirbahi 
Officer (UNO) ATM Farhad 
Chowdhury confiscated the 
tree trunks after they raided 
the area upon getting a tip-
off that an organised gang 
of criminals were cutting 
down Akashmoni trees 
from the hills in the forest. 

Rezaul Haque, range 
officer of Kulaura Forest 
Department, said a group 
of criminals were felling 
trees from the hills of 
Tattiuli area under Kulaura 
forest beat. 

Yesterday, upon 
receiving secret 
information, the Kulaura 
UNO along with a team of 
officials went to the spot 
and found over eight dozen 
tree stumps of expensive 
trees. 

The tree thieves however 
fled the scene before the 
team arrived there, Rezaul 
added. 

UNO ATM Farhad said 
they were under the process 
of filing a case in this 
connection and the logs 
were handed over to the 
custody of Range Officer 
Rezaul Haque.  

It took five tractor 

trolleys to bring 

the logs to the 

Forest Department 

office premises in 

Kulaura.


