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Liberation Minister AKM Mozammel Haque held a 
meeting on June 24 on this issue, but the resolution of 
the meeting’s decision was yet to be finalised, he said, 
adding that he will submit the resolution to the court 
when he receives it.

Lawyer Syeda Rizwana Hasan appeared for the writ 
petitioners during the virtual hearing of the petition.

Earlier on May 20 this year, the HC bench expressed 
hope that the problems regarding Suhrawardy Udyan’s 
tree-felling will be resolved amicably, through discussions 
between the government and environmentalists.

Rights organisations Bangladesh Environmental 
Lawyers Association (Bela), Association for Land Reforms 
and Development (ALRD), Nijera Kori, Bangladesh Legal 
Aid and Services Trust (BLAST), Bangladesh Paribesh 
Andolon (Bapa) and Ain O Salish Kendra (ASK), and 
architect Mubasshir Hossain collectively filed the writ 
petition with the HC on May 9 this year.

In the petition, they sought its directive on the 
government not to cut trees and not to damage 
environment and natural characteristics at Suhrawardy 
Udyan.

Following another writ petition, the HC on July 7, 
2009 directed the government to identify and preserve 
all the important historic places related to the Liberation 
War and to set up memorial monuments at the historic 
places at Suhrawardy Udyan maintaining international 
standard, so that people from home and abroad can pay 
homage to martyred freedom fighters.

The HC had ordered the government to take steps to 
protect and maintain the historic places at Suhrawardy 
Udyan -- where Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
delivered his historic speech on March 7 in 1971 and 
where the Pakistani army surrendered on December 16, 
1971.

Suhrawardy Udyan also include places where 
Bangabandhu gave his speech on January 10, 1972, 
after his return to the country from exile, and where 
Indira Gandhi, then prime minister of India, greeted 
Bangabandhu on March 17, 1972.
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FROM PAGE 3

Livelihood Improvement Project, the RELI project 
will mobilise, develop and strengthen community 
organisations, and finance their community plans to 
provide cash transfers and loans for income-generating 
activities.

The project will provide training to almost 4,90,000 
people on climate risk, adaptation, and resilience building. 
It will also build 5,120 climate-resilient small-scale 
infrastructures.

It will support rural entrepreneurs and producer groups 
with market linkages including e-commerce platforms, 
partnerships with local governments, and promotional 
activities, said a WB press release.

The project will also provide skills development training 
to the unemployed or under-employed youth and returnee 
migrants to increase their employability.

Fatima Yasmin, secretary of Economic Relations 
Division, and Mercy Miyang Tembon, WB’s country 
director for Bangladesh and Bhutan, signed the financing 
agreement on behalf of their respective sides.

Tembon also inked the project agreement on behalf of 
WB, while AZM Sakhawat Hossain, managing director of 
SDF, signed for the implementing agency. SDF Chairperson 
Md Abdus Samad was also present at the signing ceremony, 
according to a SDF media release.

“The Covid-19 pandemic has negatively impacted the 
poor in rural areas, particularly women, by limiting their 
income and economic opportunities,” said Tembon.

“This project will help boost the rural economy, and 
90 percent of the beneficiaries will be women. The project 
will also help with health and nutritional awareness. When 
a woman earns more, her family and the community are 
better off,” she said.

Yasmin said, “Through community mobilisation 
and climate-smart agriculture practices, the project will 
help rural women withstand any future shocks like the 
pandemic without falling back to poverty.”

Taposh 
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On Monday, a Dhaka court ordered to freeze eight bank 
accounts of Khokon and his family members, as part of an 
investigation into an allegation of amassing illegal wealth.

Demanding a “neutral” role of ACC, Khokon said they 
have no objection to the investigation, as a citizen, he doesn’t 
expect ACC to investigate after being instigated by someone.

Raising questions about the investigation, Khokon said, 
“Do people not know what is happening in the city, what is 
happening in ACC to curb corruption?”

People of Dhaka will not accept this “humiliation” and 
will protest, if necessary, he said.

Mayor Taposh will not reply or issue any statement over 
allegations brought against him by Khokon, as it is a sub-
judice matter, said DSCC Public Relation Officer Md Abu 
Naser when contacted.

Raising questions about the city corporation election, 
Khokon said people know how many and what percentage 
of votes Taposh got. “Residents of Dhaka are seeing your 
activities.”

Saying that his family “has been serving people for the 
past hundred years”, he questioned why are they being 
harassed now.

“My mother Fatema Hanif, daughter of Mazed Sardar, 
the last sardar of Dhaka, and wife of late mayor of Dhaka 
Mohammad Hanif, who sacrificed his life to save his leader 
Sheikh Hasina, has been harassed through freezing of her 
bank account. This is regrettable,” Khokon said.

Such an action cannot be done in any way to tarnish the 
honour of a respected person just out of doubt, he said.

“If me and my family paid attention to business, we 
would have been one of the richest families of Bangladesh. 
I would also be the richest person of the city, if I prioritised 
business,” Khokon said.

Asked why he is calling Taposh a failed mayor, Khokon 
said he had made burial free but Taposh imposed tax on it. 
He is even taking tolls at different intersections coming into 
the city.

Asked, ACC Commissioner Dr Md Mozammel Haque 
Khan said, “ACC does not work under anyone’s instigation.”

“If anyone believes we’ve worked under anyone’s 
instigation, it is their duty to prove it before the court,” he 
added.

Accident delays
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The project, which started in June 2017, 
was supposed to be completed in June 
2018, said sources. Meanwhile, the 
builders gave Zakir Enterprise sub-contract 
of the project.

Contacted, Abdus Sattar Roni, general 
secretary of South Chattogram Passengers’ 
Welfare Association, said thousands 
of people must cross the canal by boat 
due to delays in constructing the bridge. 
Emergency patients, pregnant women 
and students who appear for public 
examination are the worst sufferers.

“The authorities should pay attention to 
complete the work of the very important 
bridge immediately,” he said.

Mohsin-ul-Islam, manager of Zakir 
Enterprise, could not be contacted as 
he did not receive phone calls despite 
repeated attempts. At one stage, the phone 
was found switched off.

No officials of Rana Builders or Hasan 
Builders could be contacted.

However, Suman Singha, executive 
engineer of Roads and Highways 
Department (Dohazari circle), claimed 
that the incident on Friday was merely an 

accident.
However, the two main contractors 

were given show-cause notices, he said.
“Four of the five girders were already 

set up. When the last guarder was being 
installed by hydraulic jack, a pipe of the 
jack broke down, which displaced the 
girder and hit the next one, and that hit 
the one next to it. In that way, three girders 
got displaced suddenly and fell into the 
canal,” he explained.

“It’s our bad luck. We were supposed to 
complete the project by June 30, but the 
accident damaged a lot of the bridge,” he 
said. “It would delay project for at least six 
months. As the rainy season has already 
started, we could not go for piling in the 
canal. We will have to wait for dry season.”

Suman claimed that only one worker 
sustained minor injuries in the accident, 
who received primary treatment.

Regarding a one-year project being 
delayed for four years, he said he took 
over office two years ago and from then on 
work of the project gained pace.

“We warned the contractors over the 
delay and strictly instructed them to 
complete it as soon as possible,” he added.
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The father and his family have been 
compelled to leave their home, he said. 

The lawyer also said the 12-year-old boy 
was tortured and forced to give confessional 
statement, but the juvenile court concerned 
in Bogura has not taken any legal steps to 
this effect although there is a law in this 
regard. 

Five Supreme Court lawyers -- Ahammed 
Abdullah Khan, Md Zahirul Islam, Md 
Mustafizur Rahman, Md Zobaidur Rahman 
and Imrul Kayes -- jointly filed the criminal 
revision petition as a public interest 

litigation before the HC challenging the 
legality of the trial proceedings at the 
Juvenile Court in Bogura. 

Shishir placed the petition before the 
HC bench along with a copy of The Daily 
Star report on the matter, as well as its video 
report, as supportive documents. 

On June 11, The Daily Star published a 
report titled “Bearing the unbearable”, and 
a video about the ordeal of the family. 

On August 25, 2015, the body of 
eight-year-old was found in a jute field in 
Bogura’s Katakhali. A day later, the father 
filed a case with Sariakandi Police Station. 

Two arrested 
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Police detained them from 
Nishindara area of Bogura 
Sadar upazila around 1am.

The video, which went 
viral, showed a team 
of Bogura district law-
enforcers illegally smashing 
battery-run auto-rickshaws 
and vans with hammers, 
and later, bulldozing them. 
Police said the incident took 
place in 2017, but during 
the current lockdown, the 
arrestees publicised it as a 
recent incident.

According to a police 
press release, the accused 
were spreading the video 
inside a Facebook group.

During preliminary 
interrogation, the accused 
admitted that they had 
used the opportunity to 
tarnish the image of law 
enforcement agencies 
during the ongoing strict 
lockdown, police said.

Bogura Superintendent 
of Police Ali Ashraf Bhuiyan 
told The Daily Star, “The 
accused are inciting public 
discontent and anger against 
the government by releasing 
an old video and saying the 
footage is of current drives 
of law enforcers during the 
ongoing lockdown.”

The accused will be 
produced before court 
today, said Inspector Emran 
Mahmud Tuhin.  

Health minister
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Complaining that 
government agencies are 
not cooperating in the 
production of coronavirus 
vaccine in the country, GM 
Quader said, “According to 
media reports, a research 
institute in our country 
has shown some success 
in making vaccines. But 
there are allegations of 
non-cooperation by the 
government regulators.” 

He said without 
good governance, 
implementation of the 
budget will not be possible. 

GM Quader said the 
opportunity to legalise 
black money is tantamount 
to legitimising corruption 
as it was against good 
governance. “This will 
definitely encourage 
corruption,” 

The JP chairman said 
the Bangladesh Financial 
Intelligence Unit had found 
evidence of 1,024 cases of 
money laundering in the 
last five years. But no legal 
action was taken against 
anyone so far.  

Noting that the proposed 
budgetary allocation Taka 
32,731 crore for the health 
sector as insufficient, GM 
Quader said this allocation 
for health sector should be 
increased to nearly 5 percent 
of the main amount of the 
budget as per the suggestion 
of the World Bank.
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lakh as family expenditure.
On Sunday, a Cox’s Bazar 

court framed charges against 
15 accused, including 
suspended inspector Liaqat 
Ali and former OC Pradeep 
Kumar Das, in a case filed 
over Maj (retd) Sinha Md 
Rashed Khan murder.


