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Public stuck
FROM PAGE 3

“I’m already late; I don’t know whether my 
office will excuse this,” he said.

Monir Hossain, from the capital’s Mirpur, 
came out of home with his four-year-old 
child, to take her to Dhaka Shishu Hospital 
in Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, in the morning. 
Getting no vehicle for an hour, he walked 
up to Darus Salam area.

“It’s an emergency to take my child to a 
doctor. This suffering on the road added salt 
to the scar,” he said.

Kamrul, an office-goer who was waiting 
at Farmgate, said, “Such a restriction by the 
government will only increase the chance of 
coronavirus transmission.”

Meanwhile in Matuail area of Jatrabari, 
hundreds of office-goers blocked the Dhaka-
Chattogram Highway around 8:30am for an 
hour, protesting the public transport crisis.

On the contrary, many streets in the 
capital -- like Airport road and Rampura -- 
saw a lot of private cars in the morning and 
subsequent traffic congestion.

Police were seen stopping vehicles and 

quizzing drivers and passengers randomly 
at various points. In some places, police 
stopped CNG-run auto-rickshaws and fined 
motorbikes with pillions.

“We are allowing private cars with one 
or two passengers. However, we are not 
allowing motorbikes with passengers,” said 
Altaf Hossain, a traffic police inspector on 
duty at Farmgate.

Meanwhile, many people -- mostly from 
low-income groups -- yesterday left the 
capital by boarding pick-ups, microbuses, 
cars and motorbikes to go back to their 
village homes.

Abul Hossain, a construction worker, said 
he was going to his hometown of Bogura as 
he has no work now. He availed a microbus 
from Amin Bazar, with 11 others, packed 
inside the vehicle.

“If the lockdown is extended till the Eid, 
I would have no work here. So I am leaving 
Dhaka…,” he said.

The flow of people leaving town began 
on Saturday after the announcement of 
complete lockdown.

Covid-19 deaths
FROM PAGE 3

Besides, he said, “Most upazila health complexes do not 
have the facility of high-flow nasal cannula (HFNC). Many 
don’t even have central oxygen supply. We had over a year 
to fix those but we couldn’t.” 

Only three of 14 upazila health complexes in 
Chattogram have HFNC facility while eight of those have 
central oxygen supply system. 

However, all health complexes have Covid-19 isolation 
beds. 

Dr Mahfuzur Rahman, convener of Public Health Rights 
Protection Committee Chattogram, said alongside the 
government, social and political organisations should take 
the responsibility to make people in rural areas aware. 

“If HFNC can be ensured in all health complexes, death 
rate would decrease to a great extent,” he said. 

Contacted, Chattogram civil surgeon Dr Sheikh Fazle 
Rabbi said HFNC can be operated only under the guidance 
of anesthetist experts, which they do not have in most 
upazila health complexes. 

“But we are emphasising on ensuring central oxygen 
supply in all health complexes,” he said.   

Steps taken
FROM PAGE 3

Chaudhury, who was presiding over the session, tabled the 
Q/A scheduled for ministers. 

In a scripted answer, the law minister said 7,32,363 
people in the country have registered online to get NID 
(National Identity Card) services so far. 

The minister said NID services have been decentralised 
for speedy disposal of applications. Central and field level 
officials have been given the power to dispose those of 
according to the type of application.

EPZ IN 3 DISTRICTS

Responding to a question from MP Didarul Alam, 
Minister for Liberation War Affairs Akam Mozammel 
Haque, who is in charge of the Prime Minister’s Office in 
parliamentary affairs, said the government has allotted 
1,832.27 acres of land of Sahebganj mill in Rangpur Sugar 
Mills to set up Rangpur EPZ. 

He also said the government has planned to set up EPZ 
(Export Processing Zone) at Prembagh Union’s Chengutia 
under Avoynagar upazila in Jashore. Besides, another EPZ 
will be set up at Sadar upazila in Patuakhali. 

Construction works will begin in the next financial year 
(2021-22) and will be completed in phases by 2024, he 
added.  

Meanwhile, replying to a question from AKM 
Rahmatullah of Dhaka-11,  LGRD Minister Tazul Islam 
said arsenic screening is being conducted in  3,200 unions 
of 335 upazilas under 54 districts. 

Tolls may
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The act was prepared to 
make the construction, 
development and 
maintenance of highways 
timely and ensure discipline 
and safety of vehicular 
movement, he said. 

Under it, even utility 
service providers -- both 
public and private -- may 
face similar punishments if 
they install utility services 
without prior approval, 
because such unapproved 
works would be considered 
“invasion”. 

Anyone operating a 
slow-moving vehicle on 
roads without a dedicated 
lane or driving a vehicle 
that is unable to meet the 
minimum speed limit will 
be fined, as per the new law. 

There are 22,361km 
of highways -- 3,943km 
of national, 4,882km of 
regional and 13,536km of 
district highways -- under 
the department, according 
to RHD’s 2019-20 annual 
report. 

As per the Highway Act 
1925, all “government 
roads” are under Public 
Works Department (PWD). 
But the situation is different 
in reality. For decades, 
they have been under the 
jurisdiction of RHD. 

On one hand, the 
number and usage of 
highways has increased 
since 1925, and on the 
other, many developments 
like expressways, controlled-
access highways and toll 
roads have surfaced in the 
road sector.

Rampal
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Survey (EIA) of the plants. 
The government is keen to benefit foreign LNG traders 

by stopping the discovery and extraction of domestic gas 
and not prioritising renewable energy, he said. 

Syeda Rizwana Hasan, chief executive of the Bangladesh 
Environmental Lawyers Association, praised the 
government’s decision and said the government has finally 
realised that it needed to move away from the polluting 
coal-based power plants. 

She said the Banshkhali power plant should be on that 
list. 

Kazi Maruful Islam, convener of BWGED, and Hasan 
Mehedi, general secratery of the organisation, also spoke 
at the press conference.   

HC seeks 
FROM PAGE 3

On June 17, Judge Iqbal 
Hossain granted ad-interim 
bail to Banik even though 
the prosecution raised a 
serious objection. 

The judge granted him 
bail till July 15 upon a 
bond of Tk 50,000 with 
two guarantors, one of 
whom must be a local 
guardian and the other a 
practicing lawyer.  

RMG factory
FROM PAGE 3

Contacted, Farhad Hossen, a security in-charge of AL-
Muslim Group and a spokesperson, told this newspaper 
that most workers in their factory reach the workplace on 
foot. Some workers who live at Savar’s Sayabithi area use 
public transport.

He also said police had talked to workers, and workers 
said they would put banners on vehicles to go to and come 
from the factory till public transport resumes.

Contacted, Officer-in-Charge Kazi Mainul Isla of Savar 
Model Police Station said factory authorities would arrange 
transport for workers who had blocked the road.

RMSTU, NSTU 
sign agreement
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Rangamati Science and 
Technology University 
(RMSTU) and Noakhali 
Science and Technology 
University (NSTU) have 
signed a memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) 
yesterday. With the MoU, 
the two public universities 
will look to enhance mutual 
cooperation with each other.

RMSTU Acting Registrar 
Anjan Kumar Chakma 
and NSTU Registrar Abul 
Hossain signed the MoU. 
It will enhance cooperation 
in seven sectors, said a press 
release by RMSTU.

Speaking at the virtual 
programme, RMSTU VC 
Prof Pradanendu Bikash 
Chakma said following 
the MoU, both parties 
will exchange cooperation 
and experience; carry out 
research jointly; and share 
their best practices.

NSTU VC Prof Didar-ul-
Alam said under the MoU, 
the two universities will be 
able to exchange students, 
teachers, as well as policies.

BETTER HEALTHCARE FOR CHILDREN

‘Shishu Hospital 
Bill’ placed in JS
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Bangladesh Shishu Hospital and Institute Bill 2021 was 
placed in parliament yesterday to provide better healthcare 
services to children. 

Health Minister Zahid Maleque placed the bill, 
which was sent to the respective parliamentary standing 
committee for further examination. 

The parliamentary watchdog was asked to submit its 
report before the House within seven working days. 

The bill was designed in line with the Dhaka Children 
Hospital Ordinance 2008. 

The draft law was prepared to merge Dhaka Shishu 
(Children) Hospital and Bangladesh Institute of Child 
Health for ensuring better healthcare services for children. 
Bangladesh Institute of Child Health is the academic wing 
of Dhaka Shishu Hospital. 

The Dhaka Shishu Hospital Ordinance was promulgated 
during the caretaker government in 2008. 

Some 54 ordinances out of 122, promulgated during 
the caretaker government, were approved in parliament 
following the recommendations of the special committee 
of the 9th parliament. 

But the Dhaka Shishu Hospital Ordinance and 67 
others were not endorsed at that time. 

As per 21 articles of the draft law, there will be a 
12-member board of directors to run the hospital as an 
autonomous body. A director of the hospital would be the 
executive officer of the hospital while each director would 
be appointed for three years. 

7th death anniversary
of Poet Abul Hussain 
CITY DESK

Today is the seventh 
death anniversary 
of poet Abul 
Hussain, a pioneer 
of modernism in 
Bengali poetry, said 
a press release.  

He had authored 
25 books during his 
lifetime.

Abul Hussain 
was born in 1922 in the southern district of 
Khulna. He studied economics at Kolkata 
Presidency College and Kolkata University. 

He worked in national and international 
organisations at home and abroad as a 
civil servant for more than three decades. 
Alongside his service to the people, he 
continued his journey as a writer, excelling 
both in poetry and prose. 

His first book of poem was Naba-
Basanta. Others are Birash Sanglap (1969), 
Duswapna Theke Duswapne (1985), Haoa 
Tomar Kee Dussahos (1982), Ekhono 
Somoy Ache (1997), Aar Kisher Opekkha 
(2000), Kaler Khatae (2008) and Selected 
Poems of Abul Hussain (1986). 

He won many literature awards both 
at home and abroad. His awards include 
Ekushey Padak, Bangla Academy Award, 
Padabali Award and Nasiruddin Gold 
Medal.  

1st death anniversary 
of Abdullah Al 
Mohsin Chowdhury
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today marks the first 
death anniversary 
Abdullah Al Mohsin 
Chowdhury, who 
passed away at the 
capital’s Combined 
Military Hospital, after 
a month-long battle 
against Covid-19 last 
year. 

Mohsin, who joined Bangladesh Civil 
Service in 1988, was  senior secretary at 
the Ministry of Defence at the time of his 
passing.  Prior to that, he served as secretary 
at the ministries of environment  and forest. 

Doa-mahfils will be arranged today at the 
Ministry of Defence and his village home at 
Bijoykara under Cumilla’s Chauddagram. 

Mohsin is brother of Dr Kamal Abdul 
Nasser Chowdhury, a poet and chief 
coordinator of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman’s Birth Centenary Celebration 
National Implementation Committee. His 
father is late Ahamad Hossain Chowdhury, 
a language movement veteran, and mother 
is Begum Tahera Hossain. 

Mohsin completed his graduation 
and post-graduation from soil science 
department of Dhaka University. He was a 
well-reputed officer throughout his career.

Merina Yesmin 
passes away
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Merina 
Yesmin 
-- wife of 
Mahmud 
Hassan, 
in-charge 
of The 
Daily Star’s 
National Desk -- passed 
away early yesterday at the 
age of 44.

She suffered a stroke, 
and  had undergone 
surgical procedure. Later, 
she died at the capital’s 
National Institute of 
Neurosciences and 
Hospital around 12:10am.

She was buried at 
the capital’s Rayerbazar 
graveyard yesterday, said 
her family members.

Merina left behind her 
husband, two children 
and a host of well-wishers 
to mourn her death. The 
family members requested 
all to pray for the salvation 
of her departed soul. 

The Daily Star family 
expressed deep shock at her 
death.

12 new patients 
hospitalised 
with dengue in 
Dhaka in 24hrs
UNB, Dhaka

Twelve new patients 
diagnosed with dengue 
fever were admitted to 
hospitals in Dhaka in the 
last 24 hours till yesterday 
morning amid a spike in 
the mosquito-borne disease 
during monsoon. 

A total of 63 patients 
are currently receiving 
treatment for dengue at 
41 government-run and 
private hospitals in Dhaka, 
according to the Directorate 
General of Health Services 
(DGHS). 

Hospitals outside Dhaka 
had no patients with 
dengue during this period. 

Currently, 64 dengue 
patients are being treated 
at government and private 
hospitals across the country. 

A total of 337 patients 
have been admitted to 
hospitals with dengue since 
January this year. Of them, 
273 patients have recovered. 


