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National Award-winning composer Tanvir Tareq has released
a new song titled Ghorer Vetor Nodi. The lyrics and tune were
written by Niaz Ahmed Aungshu, and it was composed by
Rajesh Mojumder. Tanvir says, “I have always been fascinated
by songs written by Aungshu. Ever since I had performed his
song Tomar Sohor Amar Sohor, I have wanted to sing a song to
his tune and, he has given me a unique one according to my
wishes.” Ghorer Bhetor Nodir is now available on the Youtube
channel named Sounds of Tanvir.
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AFTER 14 MONTHS

After almost 14 months, Dhaka cinema hall Modhumita will
finally be opening with Anonno Mamun'’s film, Nabab
LLB starring Shakib Khan, on June 25. The film also stars
Shahiduzzaman Selim, Mahiya Mahi, Sporishia, Rashed
Mamun Opu, Shahed Ali, Shuman Anwar, Sushma, and
Shamim Mridha. Anonno Mamun says, “After cutting out
about 9 minutes of scenes, the censor board has allowed
the release of the film. It will be available in most cinema
halls.” Nabab LLB initially premiered on the iTheatre app
last year on Bijoy Dibosh.

affairsi
Puja Cherry, alongside
Shamol Mawla, will be
starring in a web series
for the very first time
titled Parapsychology.
It is said to have
six episodes with
Sumon Dhar as the
director. Puja says, “I
have received offers
for web films and series
for a long time now but
accepted the role for this one
as soon as I heard the story.
The audience will understand
what I mean when they see
it.” She is currently shooting
the films Hridita and Masud
Rana and awaiting the release
of two other films of hers as
well, titled Shaan and Jinn.

Rakaat Sharif
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When it comes to acting, Afzal Hossain is someone who has amazed audiences for a long time.
Throughout his time, the charismatic actor has also explored direction, writing and even some
painting. In this interview with Rafi Hossain, he discusses how the pandemic has affected not
just him but also the showbiz industry and what he thinks the future holds for the film industry

in the years to come.

Rafi Hossain: Today, we talk to someone who
requires no introduction as he is someone dear to all
of us, Afzal Hossain. Afzal bhai, how are you?
Afzal Hossain: I am doing well, but it is difficult
to be well with a pandemic as a backdrop. I feel
people say they are doing well out of habit even
if they are not, and I similarly have that habit.
But, for me, if I am feeling good both physically
and mentally, I consider myself doing great. But
nowadays, even if [ am feeling completely healthy
physically, it is hard to stay mentally happy.

Rafi: I think people have become sort of neglectful
to the seriousness of the pandemic. Afzal bhai,
would you like to tell people about the severity of the
pandemic and ask them to maintain precautions?
Afzal: The whole world has been affected, but

the countries which maintained strict precautions
against COVID-19 have managed to control the
virus. But the countries where people didn’t are
still in great danger from the virus. The unaffected
people assume everything is normal, but in reality,
the situation is quite dire. This invisible virus has
affected the whole world, and the threat is still
very much prevalent. In addition to the pandemic
problems, many Bangladeshi people, especially
day earners, have difficulty managing expenses
without working. They have to step out and work
despite the ongoing crisis. I can understand them
going to do their jobs despite the risks. However,
many people refuse to wear masks as they think
that they are being brave or have their logic for

it. They need to think about other people and
their safety. We have seen countries that produce
oxygen tanks themselves suffer from a shortage of
oxygen supply. We have seen how people who died
cannot be given proper rites of burials at times. It
reflects the severity of the spread of this virus. In
Bangladesh, the situation is not as bad as in some
other countries, so we should all ensure that we
don’t reach that point.

Rafi: Afzal bhai, I am sure you are delighted

about Abdullah Mohammad Saad’s film going to

the Cannes Film Festival. I think a Bangladeshi
filmmaker going to such a renowned film festival is a
big moment for the Bangladeshi film industry. What
do you think?

Afzal: It is a big step for Bangladesh. Alongside
Saad, the name Bangladesh will be uttered and
brought forward in the international media scene.
We all should be very proud of this. Besides,

we have many talented individuals in the film
industry, be it behind the camera, writing, directing
or even acting, and they need support to grow.
Unfortunately, they do not receive it quite often
and making a name becomes difficult for them.

When we look at the viewership and future of films,
it seems dire as people do not go out for movies
much nowadays. There is a lack in the number of
movie theatres, and it will harm the growth of the
film industry in the years to come. Movies are a big
part of our culture, and we need to do our best in
preserving them for the years to come.

Rafi: You have explored many different forms of
self-expression ranging from acting, writing to even
painting. What do you feel most comfortable doing?
Afzal: This is something I have talked about many
times, and I think that even though I may have
changed since the last time I answered this, some
basic things remain the same. I asked myself what I
wanted to do the most, and I realized that I enjoyed

doing quite a range of activities. I feel lucky that I
can explore my skills to paint, write and even act.

Rafi: After leaving the theatre behind, did it feel
different?

Afzal: I stopped acting in theatre because I had
no other option but to step away from it. [ was in
theatre mainly because of my passion for it, so it
was hard for me to leave it behind. After leaving,
whenever I would see any good plays happening
in the theatre, I would become a bit sad and yearn
to get back onstage. But, just because of earning
better, I had to leave. I always planned on coming
back to the theatre. I am very happy about this,

as [ am going to do something which I have not
been able to do for a long time. We had a lot of
time to prepare as we were stuck home, and we

POPCORN HIGHLIGHTS

MOVETO HEAVEN

Move to Heaven is a South Korean drama television series on Netflix. It
has been directed by Kim Sung-ho, produced by Chung Jae-yun and
Kim Mi-na, and stars Lee Je-hoon, Tang Joon-sang, Ji Jin-hee, Lee Jae-
Wook, and Hong Seung-hee. It tells the story of a man with Asperger
syndrome and his guardian and their experience as trauma cleaners
through which they learn about the late person and tell their stories to
the families. The series was released on May 14, 2021.
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h ome s OClal Sweet Tooth is a fantasy drama series on Netflix
distancin g, and has been based on the eponymous comic
c book by Jeff Lemire. It has been developed by Jim
keeplng Mickle, produced by Evan Moore, Mel Turner,
and Christina Ham, and stars Nonso Anozie,
yourself, Christian Convery, and Adeel Akhtar, among
as well as others. The series follows the adventure of a half-
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human and half-deer boy in a post-apocalyptic
world. It first premiered on June 4, 2021.
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IN THE HEIGHTS

did our rehearsals, each from our own houses.
Now all that is left is for us to be able to do these
rehearsals in person.

Rafi: In the past, we had many theatre enthusiasts,
but nowadays, the number has declined. How

do you think we can go back to the times where
people would go to theatres and fix this crisis that
is going on?

Afzal: Rafi, the culture has changed a lot since
then. That has also changed the viewpoints of
many people. Even though many people don't
go, those who are actively involved do go to the
theatre. The ones contributing to theatre dramas
do not expect anything in return. They do it
simply for their passion for theatre. They are not

concerned about earning a lot from the theatre.
Now those who don't go to watch theatre may feel
no interest or curiosity about it. We needed to do
more to preserve an essential part of our culture.
We are used to seeing commercial things which
are more in the limelight compared to theatre. I
cannot provide solutions to this crisis, as I don’t
think [ am qualified to say it. But I think what I
said could help raise some awareness about it.

Rafi: Do you have any final message for the
readers?

Afzal: 1 hope all of you will stay healthy and well.
I also want to ask everyone to stay on the side of
good, always.

Ridwan Intisaar Mahbub

In the Heights is a musical drama film which has been based on the
eponymous stage musical by Quiara Alegria Hudes and Lin-Manuel
Miranda. It has been directed by Jon M. Chu, produced by Lin-Manuel
Miranda, alongside others, distributed by Warner Bros. Pictures, and
stars Anthony Ramos, Corey Hawkins, and Leslie Grace, among others.
It shows a community in New York City and follows their dreams and
aspirations. It was first released on June 9, 2021.
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