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OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Moulvibazar

Srimangal police found a 
bag filled with the torso 
of a woman, severed from 
limbs and head, from a tree 
plantation in Bolachhara 
area of Srimangal upazila 
yesterday afternoon.

Police had been 
searching for the rest of 
the body since Monday 
morning when three 
severed limbs -- two arms 
below the elbow and one 
leg below the knee -- were 
discovered in Panchaun 
village of Mirzapur union 
in the upazila.

The limbs were found 
scattered next to a plastic 
bag in a bamboo grove 
near a vegetable field.  

Mirzapur union beat 
police officer Sub-Inspector 
Kashi Chandra Sharma said 
the limbs might have been 
dumped in the bag at the 
spot four to five days ago. 

Officer-in-Charge (OC) 
Abdus Salek of Srimangal 
Police Station said the 
limbs appear to be that of 
a woman. “We assume that 
the hands and the leg were 
in the bag. Fox or dogs 
might have pulled them 
out of the bag later.” 

Police were searching 
for the missing head and 
leg of the victim, said OC 
[Investigation] Humayun 
Kabir of the police station.

Severed 
body parts 
found in 
Srimangal

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

As many as seven concrete bridges built on 
iron infrastructure have become the cause of 
great distress for about 50 thousand people in 
four unions of Amtali upazila under Barguna.

Located in Atharogachhia, Haldia, 
Chawra and Gulishakhali unions of the 
upazila, the bridges are integral part of road 
communications in 19 villages of the unions.

Out the seven, two bridges have collapsed 
while five others turned impassable after huge 
holes developed on those.   

The bridge on Gazipur canal in 
Atharogachhia union collapsed early this 
month after four of its pillars gave way, said 
locals. 

The bridge -- built by Local Government 
Engineering Department (LGED) in 2008 -- 
was the primary means of communications 
for about 15 thousand inhabitants of eight 

villages in the union, they also said.
“Our sufferings since then have been 

inexplicable,” said Humayun Kabir, a villager 
from Gazipur village.   

In 2011, when LGED built the bridge on 
Chawra canal near Haldia Hat Government 
Primary School in Haldia union at a cost of 
Tk 60 lakh, it came as a blessing for about 10 
thousand residents in Haldia, Gurudal, North 
Taktabunia and South Taktabunia villages.

But after large concrete chunks, as wide as 
its entire width, fell off the bridge in May this 
year, communications of the villagers with the 
upazila headquarters have become extremely 
difficult.   

Shanu Mollah, a farmer from Haldia village, 
said, “Movement of vehicles over the bridge 
has become impossible after that. I used to 
sell rice, lentil and other agricultural goods at 
Amtali market, but I can’t do so anymore.”

Especially, taking pregnant women and 

critical patients to hospitals has become 
extremely difficult, he also said.

Another bridge on the same canal was 
built by LGED about the same time in front 
of Radhi house in Chawra union. It has also 

turned hazardous since December last year 
when large holes developed in the middle of 
the bridge. Nearly ten thousand people in four 
villages now do not have any other option but 
use the risky bridge.  

In May this year, the third bridge that 
collapsed on Chawra canal has been the one 
near Kaunia Ibrahim Academy in Chawra 
union. With vehicular moment on the bridge 
suspended ever since, it inflicted immense 
sufferings on about eight thousand people in 
Kaunia, Chalabhanga, Majihasdanga and East 
Mahishdanga villages.   

In early February this year, a large section 
of the bridge on Loda canal, near Hafezia 
Madrasa in the same union, gave way while 
a heavily loaded light vehicle was crossing 
it. The bridge has remained off limits to the 
public since then, but no steps were taken to 
repair it. 

The bridge on the same canal near Loda 

Government School in Chawra union is in a 
similar state. Even though concrete from large 
sections of the bridge fell off, there has been 
no initiative to repair it. Several thousand 
residents of Loda village now have no other 
option but risk their lives on the risky bridge.

In Gulishakhali union, the bridge over 
Chila canal is also in a state of disrepair. A 
ten to twelve-foot section in the middle of the 
bridge gave way in 2019 when a cargo-laden 
tractor trolley was crossing it. The sufferings 
endured by around two thousand villagers 
have been unimaginable, as the authorities 
did not seem to have felt the need to repair it.  

Asked, Abdullah Al Mamun, an engineer 
of LGED in Amtali upazila, said they have 
plans to replace the seven damaged bridges 
with girder bridges and they already sought 
necessary funds from the authorities for the 
purpose. “After the fund is allocated, work will 
commence as early as possible.” 

Seven deadly bridges in four unions

Three of the seven bridges that are in an appalling state in four unions of Barguna’s Amtali upazila. Top right, the bridge on Gazipur canal in Atharogachhia 

union. Top left, the bridge on Chawra canal near Kaunia Ibrahim Academy in Chawra union. Bottom, Loda canal near Hafezia Madrasa in Chawra union.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

At least 20 people were injured in a clash between two 
candidates and their supporters after the election results 
were announced in Chiknikandi union under Galachipa 
upazila of the district. 

Of the injured, eight were admitted to Galachipa 
Upazila Health Complex. 

The incident took place on Monday evening.
Locals said the clash took place between supporters 

of Bibekananda Debnath, 
the winning member of 
Ward No. 1 of the union, 
and Milon Mridha, a 
defeated candidate, at the 
Chiknikandi Secondary 
School Centre in the evening 
soon after the UP election 
results were announced.   

The injured include 
Russell Gazi (28), Hossain 
Gazi (55), Sirajul Hawlader 
(20), Mithu Hawlader 
(25), Mosharraf Ghazi (39) 
and Ankan Pal (35). 26), 
Biswajit Debnath (28), 
Miraj Gazi (23), Md. Zakir 
Gazi (45), Saidul Gazi (38), 
Bellal Gazi (40), Rahman 
Chowkidar (43), Rabiul Mollah (60), Nakul 20, Debnath 
(30), Sabuj Duari (30) and Milon Mridha (48).

Of them, eight seriously injured people were rushed to 
the upazila health complex.

Bibekananda Debnath won the election, said police and 
locals. 

Debnath said that “Shortly after the presiding officer 
announced the election results, rival candidate Milon 
Mridha attacked me and my supporters with the help of 
outsiders.”

On the other hand, Milon Mridha alleged that “The 
supporters of Bibekananda attacked my men.”

Officer-in-Charge of Galachipa Police Station Shawkat 
Anwar Islam said, “I have received a complaint and legal 
action will be taken in this regard.”

POST-UP POLLS VIOLENCE

20 hurt in 

Patuakhali

“Shortly after the 
presiding officer 
announced the 
election results, 
rival candidate 
Milon Mridha 
attacked me and 
my supporters 
with the help of 
outsiders.”

Man kills 
wife in 
Sherpur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Mymensingh

A woman was killed 
allegedly by her husband 
at Munshirchar village in 
Sadar upazila of Sherpur 
yesterday morning. 

The victim was Nasima 
Begum, 26, wife of Mofiz 
Uddin of the village. 

Quoting family 
members, Officer-in-
Charge of Sherpur Sadar 
Police Station Monsur 
Ahammad said Nasima, 
daughter of Sirajul Islam 
of Islampur upazila in 
Jamalpur, married Mofiz 
Uddin, a vegetable vendor, 
some 10 years ago and the 
couple has two children. 

As Mofiz has been 
desiring to marry the 
younger sister of his wife 
and pressing Nasima over 
the issue that created a 
family feud between Mofiz 
and Nasima recently. 

Over the feud, Mofiz 
beat up Nasima this 
morning and Nasima 
immediately informed her 
elder sister Shirina Begum 
about the torture around 
7.30am, said the OC.  

But around 10.30am, the 
victim’s family members 
were informed that Nasima 
had died at home and they 
informed police.

On information, police 
recovered the body and 
sent it to Sherpur General 
Hospital morgue for 
autopsy. 

Primarily injury marks 
were found around the 
victim’s neck and she 
might have been strangled, 
suspected the OC. 


