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In the wake of Dhaka University’s birth 
centenary in 2021, the decision to bulldoze 
the historical TSC and replace it with a 
multi-storied structure shocked students, 
alumni, and residents of Dhaka.

The Public Works Department of the 
government came up with the move after 
the PM asked the authorities concerned on  
September 2 last year to modernise Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital, TSC and Public 
Library. 

In the face of intense criticism, the 
DU administration on January 31 said 
they will renovate the TSC building with 
some additions, without demolishing old 
structures. 

TSC was designed in the 1960s by 
legendary Greek architect and planner 
Constantinos Apostolos Doxiadis. The 
mastermind behind planning the city of 
Islamabad, Doxiadis is considered the 
founder of Ekistics, a school of thought that 
concerns the science of human settlements, 
including regional, city, community 
planning and dwelling design. 

Architect and urban planner Iqbal Habib, 
also joint secretary of Bangladesh Paribesh 
Andolon, said the institute of architects have 
requested the DU VC to look at the project 
holistically. Land previously occupied by the 
Atomic Energy Commission just beside the 
TSC is now vacant as they have moved to 
Savar, and education zones can be created 
on the land, he said. 

The authorities must also understand that 
no building taller than a tree is acceptable 
there, he said, adding that they have 
suggested expanding spaces on a horizontal 
basis. 

“We have shown the alternative and we 

believe through this alternative, it is possible 
to create an environment- and density- 
friendly atmosphere,” he said. 

This is necessary for the TSC as it is not 
only a student-teacher meeting centre, but 
a birthplace for cultural practice, Habib 
added. 

He said they suggested making a design 
blending modern architecture and its 
original structure. 

“We are suggesting to arrange a national 
open competition for its design, where 
many architects and planners will take part, 
and this will give the government many 
options,” he said. 

The best design will have to be selected 
by the prime minister and other eminent 
experts, which will be environment-friendly 
and aesthetic. 

This modernisation work should not 
be taken lightly, as it will have to be done 
keeping in mind its historical background, 
he said. 

Adil Mohammad Khan, general secretary 
of Bangladesh Institute of Planners, said 
there is no public place in the world where 
high-rise buildings are constructed. 

The TSC building, two- or three-storied, 
would be oriented with a public space, but a 
high-rise will not create an appeal of public 
space, he said. 

“You have to decide whether we will do 
its expansion by opening new departments 
or you will do its expansion outside Dhaka 
acquiring land,” he said. 

Facilities for the students will have to be 
created at another place of the university or 
through expansion outside Dhaka, but it 
should not be done destroying the character 
of the existing TSC, he suggested.
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“The wage board was formed to work on upgrading living 
standard of tea workers but it technically reduced it. It 
proves that tea garden workers are living in a modern day 
unconstitutional slavery,” he said. 

Workers Party President and lawmaker Rashed Khan 
Menon said, “The chairman of the board, who is a judge, 
reduced tea garden workers’ facility, which is completely 
unlawful and workers should legally challenge that.” 

“Even the gazette was circulated without the signature of 
a member from the defined sector, which is unacceptable. 
It must be repealed and the wage board must be reformed,” 
he said. 

Sohrab Hasan, joint editor of Prothom Alo, said, “After 
50 years of independence, tea garden workers are not 
even considered as a regular human being. They’ve been 
neglected since the British period...” 

“The wage board led by a judge could not ensure justice 
for the deprived community... This board must be reformed 
and logical wage for tea workers must be ensured,” he said. 

Prof Mesbah Kamal of Dhaka University said, “Is the 
wage board formed to broker for the owners of the gardens 
or for the betterment of tea garden workers?” 

“This board is incapable, irresponsible, incompetent 
and biased; it must be reformed. The seasonal famine of 
the northern district is over, but the daily famine of tea 
garden workers is not,” he added.   

Ctg river police hurdled by 
manpower, logistics crises

FM MIZANUR RAHAMAN, Ctg

Activities of river police in Chattogram 
region are being severely hampered due 
lack of manpower and water vessels. 

The jurisdiction of river police in 
Chattogram starts from the estuary 
of Karnaphuli to Kaptai-Rangamati-
Bandarban. Apart from that, 
Noakhali’s Hatiya, Nijhum Dwip 
(island) and Tekfnaf are under the 
unit’s jurisdiction.   

Under the river police, there is a 
police station in port city’s Sadarghat 
area and seven outposts located in the 
above-mentioned places, said officials. 

However, the unit has only two 
speedboats -- one in Chattogram 
Sadarghat River Police Station and 
another in Rangamati district -- to 
cover such a massive area, they said. As 
a result, patrolling activities have been 
seriously hampered. 

With the help of these two water 
transports, they are conducting 
operational and supervising duties 
in Karnaphuli and Halda rivers, and 
Rangamati. 

Wishing anonymity, an official said 
they had two more speedboats, one in 

Hatiya and another in Nijhum Dwip, 
but those have been out of order for a 
long time. 

Currently, Sadarghat River Police 
Station and the office of superintendent 
of river police are conducting their 
respective operations renting two 
floors from Bangladesh Inland Water 
Transport Corporation building at 
Sadarghat. 

In addition, the seven outposts are 
also located in rented buildings. 

River police in Chattogram are also 
facing vehicle shortage. There are three 
vehicles assigned for SP, additional SP 
and assistant SP offices but Sadarghat 
River Police Station has no transport 
facilities. 

Mohammad Mominul Islam 
Bhuiya, SP of Chattogram river police, 
admitted the crises. “Our forces 
have been patrolling in the river and 
conducting operational activities 
against criminals and smugglers with 
only two speedboats.” 

“It’s not easy to do so in the river, 
especially in remote areas without 
having our own transport. Sometimes, 
we have to rent trawlers to go to the 

spots. We have already informed the 
headquarters in this regard,” the SP 
added. 

Mominul said a letter was sent to 
the ministry via police headquarters in 
2019 over buying land for SP office and 
police station but there is no update on 
it due to the ongoing pandemic. 

Around 150 police personnel 
are working under river police in 
Chattogram region. Of them, 20 are 
assigned to Sadarghat River Police 
Station and 15 to Rangamati outpost. 

The other outposts have 10 to 12 
personnel each. 

River police also works in 
coordination with the Fisheries and 
Livestock Department, water Resources 
ministry, shipping ministry and 
Department of Environment. 

Its additional SP Kirtiman Chakma 
said during peak seasons (like ban on 
fishing), they struggle more with the 
persisting crises.   

A 65-day ban on fishing at sea is 
ongoing from the midnight of May 
20 to July 23, covering up to 200 
nautical miles along the coast under 
14 districts, he added. 
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Contacted the same day, BSMMU Proctor Prof Syed 
Mozaffar Ahmed, also the complainant of the case, said, 
“The investigator informed me he was going to submit the 
probe report to the court, but I do not know the details yet.” 

On July 23 last year, Prof Mozaffar filed the case 
against Sharmin with Shahbagh Police Station, bringing 
allegations of supplying fake N95 masks to the hospital’s 
Covid-19 isolation unit.

The following day, Sharmin was arrested from the 
capital’s Shahbagh area and was placed on a three-day 
remand on July 25.

Two days later on July 26, DU suspended her from 
her post of assistant registrar for tarnishing the image of 
the university as well as running a business organisation 
without taking prior permission from the authorities.

On September 10, Sharmin got bail on grounds of being 
a woman and the mother of a baby. Moreover, her remand 
report was usual.

According to the First Information Report (FIR), 
BSMMU authorities decided to purchase safety gears for 
frontline workers of its newly launched Covid-19 unit on 
May 27 last year.

After testing samples at a DGHS approved lab, on June 
27, BSMMU approved the work order to provide 11,000 
N95 masks in the name of Aparajita International. The 
company proceeded to supply around 3,460 masks in four 
consignments.

Speaking to The Daily Star on Thursday, DU Pro-Vice 
Chancellor (administration) Prof Muhammad Samad 
said, “The final decision regarding Sharmin’s suspension 
will be taken based on the court’s verdict of the case.”

USAID launches $17m 
clean energy project
5yr initiative to foster efficient, transparent markets
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

USAID has launched a $17 million 
clean energy project, Bangladesh 
Advancing Development Growth through 
Energy (BADGE), aimed at expanding 
Bangladesh’s access to affordable 
clean energy and support clean energy 
entrepreneurship. 

The US Agency for International 
Development (USAID) Mission Director 
Derrick S Brown, joined by Mohammad 
Alauddin, chairman of Sustainable and 
Renewable Energy Development Authority 
(SREDA), launched the five-year project, 
said US Embassy in a statement yesterday. 

US Special Presidential Envoy for 
Climate John Kerry highlighted the five-
year project during his visit to Dhaka with 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in April. 

The project is aimed at fostering 
transparent and efficient energy markets, 
and advance innovation. It will create an 
enabling environment for development 
of advanced energy technologies, high 
performing energy institutions, increased 
regional energy trade, and transparent 

and best-valued energy procurement in 
Bangladesh. 

Speaking at the BADGE virtual launch 
event, Derrick S Brown said, “We see 
tremendous opportunity in powering 
countries like Bangladesh with clean 
energy.  Through the BADGE activity, 
we aim to improve access to affordable, 
reliable, and sustainable energy systems 
and promote transparent and efficient 
energy markets.” 

BADGE is one of USAID’s main 
activities to accelerate clean energy and net 
zero strategies in Bangladesh and achieve 
Asia EDGE’s goals across the Indo-Pacific 
region.  

It is also a part of USAID’s recently 
launched “Energizing a Net-Zero Asia” 
initiative that comprises seven new next-
generation clean energy programmes, 
totaling more than $200 million, to 
establish foundations for a net-zero energy 
grid in Asia. 

Representatives from the government, 
academicians, researchers, the private 
sector, and donors participated in the 
launch event.  

Three killed in 
M’singh road crash
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Three people were killed in a road accident at Lobonkotha 
area on Dhaka-Mymensingh highway in Mymensingh’s 
Bhaluka upazila yesterday morning.

The victims were identified as Shah Alam Gazi (57) 
of Mymensingh’s Phulpur upazila, Robiul Majhi (25) of 
Jhalakathi’s Sadar upazila, and Rabbi Mia (24) of Dhaka’s 
Gendaria, police said. 

Quoting locals, Ziaul Haque, sub-inspector of 
Bhoraduba highway police in Bhaluka,  said the accident 
took place when a Mymensingh-bound covered-van hit a 
truck while its staffers were replacing a wheel of the vehicle.

Gazi and Majhi died on the spot. Critically injured 
Rabbi Mia was taken to Mymensingh Medical College 
Hospital, where he succumbed to his injuries. 

On information, police recovered the bodies and 
handed them over to family members yesterday afternoon. 

The covered-van driver fled the scene with the vehicle. A 
case was lodged. 
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Meanwhile, the administration of the Chinese Sinopharm 
vaccine is also going on across the country, although 
only students of medical colleges and other allied health 
education institutions are receiving the vaccine shots 
initially.

The campaign started from Saturday with around 11 
lakh doses of Sinopharm vaccine.

Owing to the continuous rainfall, parts of the road and the roadsides of the Beribadh 

Road in the capital’s Kamrangirchar has become muddied and practically unusable. 

This photo was taken yesterday. 
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