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Fossils
FROM PAGE 12

the Linxia Basin in Gansu Province, 
China, among deposits pertaining to 
the Late Oligocene period 34 to 23 
million years ago.

They also found associated 
fossilised body parts of the rhino, 
including the atlas bone that connects 
the skull to the spine, as well as three 
vertebrae from another individual in 
the site at the northeastern border of 
the Tibetan Plateau.

Based on the analysis, the 
researchers found that the fossil 
remains belonged to an entirely new 
species different from other known 
giant rhinos.

Deeper assessment of the atlas 
bone and the axis bone, the second 
vertabra going down from the top 
of the spine, revealed clues that the 
rhino possessed a long and flexible 
neck.

The scientists also found evidence 
from genetic analysis of the samples 
that Paraceratherium linxiaense was 
related to another giant rhino species 
from western Pakistan, indicating that 
the genus was widespread across Asia, 
including in the Indian subcontinent.

They defrauded 
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evidence against Ahsan and Mahbub’s 
real name and address could not be 
confirmed.

The Daily Star has recently obtained 
a copy of the charge sheet.

Soon after the signing of a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) between the Directorate 
General of Health Services (DGHS) 
and Regent Hospital on March 21 last 
year, two teams of the hospital started 
preparing fake reports and supplying 
those to suspected Covid patients. 
They did the job as per instructions 
given by Shahed, the IO said in his 
probe report.

Four accused -- Sumon, Polash, 
Torikul Shibli and Amit Banik -- 
collected some 200 samples in a day 

and 50 of those were sent to National 
Institute of Preventive and Social 
Medicine (Nipsom) for testing. About 
150 fake reports were prepared against 
the rest of the samples, the charge 
sheet said.

Mahbub, Shimul Parvez and Saikat 
prepared fake reports, scanning 
the signatures of the technicians at 
Nipsom’s pathology and  lab, it added.

The investigator said the accused 
supplied Covid positive reports to 
those who showed symptoms of high 
body temperature, cold, cough and 
throat pain. However, Covid negative 
reports were issued to those who 
showed no such symptoms.

Although the MoU stressed treating 
patients for free, Shahed collected Tk 
3,500-Tk 4,000 from each person. 

Thus, the hospital chairman in 
collusion with other accused pocketed 
about Tk 3 to 4 crore defrauding some 
6,000 patients, said the charge sheet.

On February 4 last year, Shahed 
appointed one Mizanur Rahman to 
Uttara branch of Regent Hospital. 
Mizanur and other accused, in line 
with Shahed’s instructions, carried 
out illegal activities, causing harm to 
public health.

Shahed on June 1 last year filed an 
application with the DGHS, showing 
his free treatment expenditure of 
Tk 1.96 crore. He did not return 
various diagnostic instruments to the 
government, the charge sheet said.

The hospital chairman is a very 
cunning, greedy and cruel man. He 
did not bother about life and death 

of patients when it came to pocketing 
money, the IO said.

In the charge sheet, 40 people have 
been named as prosecution witnesses.

On July 7 last year, the case was 
filed against Shahed and 15 others 
over issuing fake Covid test reports 
and charging people unfairly for 
testing and treatment.

Shahed was arrested in Satkhira on 
July 15 when he was trying to leave 
the country by a boat.

He was sentenced to life 
imprisonment in an arms case on 
September 28 last year.

On August 18, 2010, he 
was sentenced to six month’s 
imprisonment and fined Tk 53 lakh 
by a court in absentia in a cheque 
dishonour case.

Luck drying
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However, ever since the pandemic 
started, export has completely dried 
up, traders said. 

In Naogaon’s Atrai upazila -- one 
of the largest sources of dried fish 
in the northern region, thanks to 
the Atrai river -- a large part of the 
population earns their living in the 
dried fish trade. But what used to be 
a good life has lucked out since the 
pandemic. 

Mirat village’s Rahim Uddin said 
dried fish cannot be stocked for more 
than six months. “You just wouldn’t 
get that fresh taste anymore,” he said. 
But without buyers, the six months 
rolled on before the traders can do 
anything about it. 

Mominul Islam, of Bhar-Tetulia 
under Atrai upazila, said though 
the anglers of the upazila caught a 
massive volume of fish from the river, 
the lack of buyers meant they had to 
be sold at a peanut’s price. 

“Business has turned horrific over 
these months,” said Mominul, a 
dried fish trader himself. “On one 
hand, we don’t have enough buyers. 
On the other, big traders are cutting 
down price.” 

“The labour that goes in is the 
same, but the price it fetches has 
almost halved,” lamented Mominul. 
Whereas each kg of smaller dried fish 
used to sell for Tk 300, the price has 
come down to Tk 150 to 200, he told 
this correspondent.

“It has become extremely difficult 
to even meet our day to day costs,” 
said Sopan Kumar Das, a wholesale 
trader at Teestabazar in Lalmonirhat 
Sadar Upazila. According to him, the 
market has 20 traders like him, who 
together employ around 100 staff. 

“At this rate of sales, it’s becoming 
impossible for us to pay our staffers’ 
daily wages,” he said.

The dried fish traders have urged 
the government to provide them with 
cash support, saying otherwise, the 
sector will not survive the pandemic.

Six more lives lost to road crashes
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Police seized the bus and arrested the 
driver, he added. 

In a separate accident in 
Chattogram, two people were killed 
and at least 10 others were injured as 
two passenger buses collided heads 
on in the AJ Chowdhury College Bazar 
area of the city. 

One of the dead is Nurul Afsar, 48, 
of Maliara village of Patiya upazila. 
The identity of another deceased, who 
is around 26-years old, could not be 
known immediately, said police. 

All the dead and injured persons 

were passengers of both the buses. 
The accident occurred when 

a BRTC bus, heading towards 
Gachbaria of Chandanaish upazila, 
collided heads on with another bus 
heading towards the city at around 
3:30pm, said Dulal Mahmud, 
officer-in-charge of Karnaphuli 
Police Station. 

The collision took place after the 
BRTC bus driver lost his control over 
the steering to save a CNG-run auto-
rickshaw, the OC said. 

On information, police rushed to 
the spot, rescued the injured people, 

and took them to Chattogram Medical 
College Hospital (CMCH), he added. 

Of them, two succumbed to their 
injuries around an hour later. 

Jahirul Islam, in charge of CMCH 
Police Camp, said at least five of the 
injured persons were in a critical 
state. 

Meanwhile, in Brahmanbaria, 
a police officer succumbed to his 
injuries early yesterday, after he was 
hit by a pick-up van on Cumilla-
Sylhet highway in the district’s Kasba 
upazila. 

The dead is Gulam Mustafa, 57, 

sub-inspector of Kasba Police Station. 
He hailed from Fulgazi upazila of 
Feni. 

Police said Mustafa, along with 
some other policemen, set up a 
temporary check post in the area and 
were discharging duties. 

Suddenly, a speedy pick-up van 
hit him and fled around 10:20am on 
Thursday. 

Mohammad Alamgir Bhuiyan, 
officer-in-charge of Kasba Police 
Station, said Mustafa was rushed to a 
local health complex but succumbed 
to his injuries.

Dhaka calls for a long-term package
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of the Republic of Malawi, and the 
chair of the Global Coordination 
Bureau of the LDCs, also delivered 
a keynote speech at the event, says 
a press release of the Permanent 
Mission of Bangladesh to the UN. 

Among the other high-level 
speakers were Achim Steiner, 
UNDP administrator; Liu Zhenmin, 
under-secretary-general, UNDESA; 
Fekitamoeloa Katoa ‘Utoikamanu, 
under-secretary-general; Taffere 
Tesfachew, chair of the committee 
for Development Subgroup on LDCs, 
permanent representatives of Qatar 
and Nepal, and deputy permanent 
representative of Turkey.

Bangladesh Permanent 
Representative to the United 
Nations Ambassador Rabab Fatima 
made opening remarks while the 

Canadian Permanent Representative 
Ambassador Robert Rae made closing 
remarks at the event.

They are the co-chairs of the 
Preparatory Committee of the 5th UN 
conference on LDCs. 

Identifying political vision as the 
key to a LDC’s development trajectory 
towards graduation, Momen said 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina led 
Bangladesh’s graduation journey from 
the front, the release said.

He said the recommendation 
by the UN Committee for 
Development Policy for graduation 
of Bangladesh was a momentous 
occasion for the entire nation. It 
coincided with the 50th anniversary 
of Bangladesh’s independence and 
the birth centenary of the Father 
of the Nation.  Highlighting the 
multidimensional challenges faced 

by the graduating and graduated 
countries, the foreign minister 
identified access to safe and 
affordable Covid-19 vaccines as the 
top priority for the LDCs now.

He said the most effective solution 
of this issue will be to utilise TRIPS’ 
(WTO agreement on Trade-Related 
Aspects of Intellectual Property 
Rights) waiver to transfer technology 
and know-how to LDCs that have 
the capacity to produce vaccines, the 
release said. 

He urged upon the development 
partners and vaccines manufacturers 
to extend support in this regard. 

Momen said most of the LDCs 
have limited fiscal buffer and 
absence of ex-ante insurance 
schemes against shocks, which 
make their graduation trajectory 
highly challenging. 

He underlined the importance of 
adequate financing and resources as 
critical means for LDCs to keep pace 
with graduation expectation. 

In this regard, he emphasised 
that LDCs need enhanced financing 
support to mitigate critical deficits 
in physical and institutional 
infrastructure and capacity building, 
the release added.

Among other things, the foreign 
minister also underscored the 
importance of promoting export 
diversification in LDCs with a firm 
commitment to market access, 
enhancing South-South and trilateral 
cooperation, incentivising job 
creation, skills development, scaled 
up social protection of migrants, 
enhancing monitoring and support 
mechanism in the post-graduation 
phase etc.

India braces for Covid 3rd wave by Oct
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be much less because more 
vaccinations would have been rolled 
out and there would be some degree 
of natural immunity from the second-
wave,” said Dr Randeep Guleria, 
director at All India Institute Of 
Medical Sciences (AIIMS).

Meanwhile, Indian Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi yesterday said the 
country needs  to be  prepared to meet 
the future challenges of pandemic 
amidst the  third wave reports, reports 
our New Delhi correspondent.

Addressing  the virtual launch of 
a crash course for preparing a one 
lakh-strong  frontline workers, Modi 
said this launch is an important next 

step in  the fight against Covid-19, 
cautioning that “the virus is present 
and  possibility of mutation is there.”

So far, India has only fully 
vaccinated about 5% of its estimated 
950 million eligible population, 
leaving many millions vulnerable to 
infections and deaths.

While a majority of healthcare 

experts predicted the vaccination 
drive would pick up significantly this 
year, they cautioned against an early 
removal of restrictions, as some states 
have done.

When asked if children and those 
under 18 years would be most at risk 
in a potential third wave, nearly two-
thirds of experts, or 26 of 40, said yes.

A Palestinian man tries to leave Al-Aqsa mosque as Israeli security force members aim their weapons during clashes with Palestinians at the compound 

known to Muslims as Noble Sanctuary and to Jews as Temple Mount, in Jerusalem’s Old City yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

‘Sovereign Bangla only political solution’
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Rahman. Earlier, all five leaders had 
been tried by a special military court in 
Dhaka in absentia for failure to appear 
before the martial law authorities and 
were sentenced to 14 years rigorous 
imprisonment each and confiscation 
of 50 percent of their property. 
Under the new charge they could be 
sentenced to life imprisonment.
EAST PAKISTAN REOPENED 

TO NEWSMEN

The Pakistani government announced 
today that foreign newsmen, who had 
been barred from East Pakistan since 
March 25 except as participants in 
government�conducted tours, were to 
be readmitted without restrictions.

The announcement said “foreign 
correspondents can visit East Pakistan 
on their own completely unescorted 

and unattended in view of the fact 
that the law and order situation is 
now fully under control in that wing”.

On March 26, 1971 about 40 
foreign newsmen covering non-
cooperation movement in East 
Pakistan were expelled by martial 
law authorities. All their notes, film, 
manuscripts and personal papers were 
confiscated by authorities.

Since then, one group of six 
correspondents and another of 10 had 
been permitted five-day tours of East 
Pakistan accompanied by military 
authorities.

Two weeks ago, the government 
announced that all foreigners were to 
be permitted to travel in East Pakistan 
but that journalists remained barred. 
Travellers were required to sign 
affidavits that they are not journalists.

OCCUPATION OF EVACUEE 

PROPERTY IN BANGLADESH

The Government of India addressed 
a letter to the Pakistani high 
commissioner in New Delhi 
protesting the occupation of houses 
and destruction of land records of 
those of the evacuees of Bangladesh 
who had crossed over to Indian 
territory. India had pointed out 
that such acts by the Pakistanis in 
Bangladesh would be obstacles to the 
return of these evacuees from India to 
their homeland. 

Secondly, once they found that 
their homes and lands were taken 
away, they would again turn their face 
to India, thereby creating another 
humanitarian problem of a vast 
dimension. Thus, the ensuing unrest 
and discontent were bound to have 

repercussions on India’s border states, 
the letter pointed out.
PAKISTAN CLAIMS SAUDI SUPPORT 

Pakistan today claimed Saudi 
Arabia’s support for its stand on the 
East Pakistan issue. Radio Pakistan 
in a broadcast said Saudi Arabian 
Ambassador to Pakistan Abdullah-
el-Mutliq had said that the people of 
Pakistan could depend on the moral 
and material support of the Saudi 
Arabian people and the government to 
safeguard the integrity of the country. 
In a statement, in Islamabad, he said 
the happenings in East Pakistan were 
an internal affair of Pakistan and 
no foreign power had any right to 
interfere, the radio said.

Shamsuddoza Sajen is a journalist 
and researcher. He can be contacted at 
sajen1986@gmail.com
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Guterres sworn
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Assembly re-appointed him for the 
2022-2026 term.

This, Guterres added, would 
include promoting a “just, green 
and sustainable recovery” which 
shows the way forward “through 
increased and effective international 
cooperation to address global issues.” 

In office since 2017, Guterres 
promised to act independently of 
member states and organizations 
during the swearing-in ceremony 
attended by Portuguese President 
Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa, the first 
head of state to set foot in the United 
Nations building for more than a 
year because of the pandemic.

Guterres added that it would be 
essential to “make prevention and 
preparedness -- in the broad sense 
of the words -- a top priority in the 
international system.”

Speaking at a press conference 
after the ceremony, Guterres 
reiterated that “from the many 
lessons that we learned, the most 
important lesson is that alone we 
can do nothing. The most important 
lesson is that we need to rebuild 
solidarity and trust.”

US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken congratulated Guterres 
saying his country looked forward 
to “continuing our strong and 
constructive relationship” with the 
secretary-general.

Global issues “require a 
collaborative, effective, and results-
oriented leader in the United Nations 
secretariat, and we have that in 
Antonio Guterres,” Blinken added.

The 193-member General 
Assembly had approved a resolution 
extending Guterres’ five-year term, 
rather than taking a vote.

The UN Security Council, at a 
crucial stage in the nomination 
process, gave its blessing on June 8 
to the reappointment of the 72-year-
old, who had previously served as 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
between 2005 and 2015.

Mamata moves
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The case was slated to be heard 
yesterday virtually by Justice Kausik 
Chanda this morning but Mamata’s 
lawyer Soumendra Nath Mukherjee 
requested that the matter be deferred 
to next week. 

The court accepted the request and 
listed the matter for next Thursday 
(June 24).

“Let the matter be listed next 
Thursday. In the meantime, the (High 
Court) Registrar shall file a report 
before this court as to whether the 
petition has been filed in conformity 
with the Representation of People Act 
(of 1951),” the Calcutta HC directed 
in its order yesterday.

Even though Mamata lost in 
Nandigram, she was sworn in as Chief 
Minister for a third consecutive term 
on May 5, three days after West Bengal 
poll results were declared.

Under Indian law, Mamata has 
to get elected to the state assembly 
within six months of her assumption 
of office of Chief Minister. 

Mamata, in her petition, has 
sought that Suvendu Adhikari’s 
election be set aside on three grounds 
--alleged corrupt practices, promotion 
of hatred and enmity, seeking votes 
on the basis of religion and booth 
capture and alleged discrepancies in 
the vote-counting procedure.

Mamata’s petition also questioned 
the decision of the Election 
Commission to reject her plea for a 
recount of votes.

Trinamool Congress (TMC) 
returned to power in the recent 
assembly poll for a third consecutive 
five-year term but Mamata lost to her 
former aide Suvendu Adhikari, who 
is now the leader of the opposition 
in the state legislature, by a margin of 
1,956 votes. 

Uncertainty
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secretary told The Daily Star. 
As per a circular of the Directorate 

General of Health Services (DGHS) 
issued on Thursday, outbound 
Bangladeshi migrant workers will 
get shots from today under the 
government’s Sinopharm Covid-19 
vaccination campaign.

The circular placed “prioritised” 
migrant workers in the third position 
on a list of group of people grouped 
as “targeted population” for the 
campaign. The prioritised migrant 
workers are those either approved 
by or registered under the Bureau of 
Manpower, Employment and Training 
(BMET), reads the circular. 

It says the campaign will start at 
the dedicated vaccine centres of the 
country’s all government medical 
college hospitals, and general, district, 
and 250-beded hospitals. 

For Bangladeshi workers, Saudi 
Arabia is the largest overseas job 
market. About 30,000 to 40,000 
Bangladeshi workers are now 
arranging their travel to Saudi Arabia 
with new employment visas, according 
to Shammilita Shamannay Parishad, a 
platform of recruiting agencies.

Fakhrul Islam, a member of the 
platform, yesterday said as Sinopharm 
vaccine is not on KSA’s priority list, 
vaccinating migrant workers with it 
will not resolve the existing problem. 

The government needs to discuss 
with Saudi authorities whether they 
would accept workers who have taken 
Sinopharm shots, said Fakhrul, also 
the president of Recruiting Agencies 
Welfare Organisation of Bangladesh. 

He suggested holding the discussion 
through the diplomatic channel. 

Fakhrul said the government can 
either opt for allocating Pfizer vaccine 
for Saudi-bound workers or discuss 
the Chinese vaccine issue with the 
Saudi government, or allocate money 
from the wage earners’ welfare fund to 
import Johnson and Johnson jabs for 
migrant workers.

Another concern is that the current 
age limit for Covid vaccination in 
Bangladesh is 40 years and above. But 
most of the migrant workers are aged 
below 40, he added. 

Shameem Ahmed Chowdhury 
Noman, former secretary general of 
Bangladesh Association of International 
Recruiting Agencies (Baira), said the 
government needs to be more proactive 
to ensure vaccinating migrant workers. 

He said a non-vaccinated worker 
needs to spend up to $1,000 to be 
in institutional quarantine in Saudi 
Arabia. Although the government 
decided to subsidise the cost by 
providing Tk 25,000 to each worker 
against the quarantine fee, the workers 
would still have to bear an additional 
financial burden, Shameem added. 

M Tipu Sultan, president of 
Recruiting Agencies Oikya Parishad, 
said only the Saudi job market 
remained open for Bangladeshi 
workers amid the pandemic.

Although the government is trying 
to resolve the problem facing the 
Saudi-bound workers, no solution has 
been found yet, he said. 

Tipu said vaccination would likely 
to be a key issue in sending migrant 
workers abroad in future. 

Speaking to The Daily Star 
yesterday, a top official of Saudi 
Arabian Airlines said the Saudi 
authorities have instructed them to 
exempt those outbound Bangladeshi 
passengers, who have taken the Covid 
vaccine of either of the four specific 
companies, from spending seven days 
in mandatory quarantine. 

“Bangladeshi passengers who have 
received vaccines of other companies 
will not be exempted from staying in 
mandatory quarantine until we get 
further instructions from the Saudi 
authorities concerned,” the official 
added. Contacted, BMET Director 
General Shahidul Alam yesterday said 
they were trying their level best to support 
migrant workers not only in vaccination, 
but also in all other services.


