6 | The Baily Star

‘Neglect may cost lives'

Food scarce as Myanmar's renewed war
scatters tens of thousands to forests

REUTERS

Some camps dotted in the forest have a few dozen people, some more
than a thousand. The displaced sleep packed together under plastic
sheeting for protection from Myanmar’s monsoon rains.

Food is short and there are signs of disease spreading, according to
people who have fled recent fighting in eastern Myanmar’s Kayah State -
just one of several conflicts to surge since the Feb. 1 coup toppled elected

leader Aung San Suu Kyi.

“Some children are suffering diarrhoea. It is difficult to get clean
water here. Some people didn't get a chance to bring rice or food,” said
26-year-old Foung, who gave only one name for fear of retribution.

The United Nations estimates nearly 110,000 people have been
displaced in Myanmar’s Kayah State by the recent violence. With new
fighting in northern and western Myanmar too, a total of nearly 200,000
people have fled homes elsewhere since the coup.

In a bulletin on Tuesday, the UN said aid efforts by national and
international groups to complement the work of local communities had
not been sufficient to address all needs.

Although the Karenni National Defence Force said it would halt
attacks on Tuesday after appeals from communities, many of those
taking refuge in the forest show little sign of readiness to take the risk of

heading back to their homes.

At least three volunteers had been killed by the junta’s forces when
they tried to bring help, said Banya Khung Aung, director of the Karenni

Human Rights Group.

“One-third of the population are now in the forest,” he said “Neglect

may cost many lives.”

INFECTIONS AMONG VACCINATED INDONESIAN HEALTH WORKERS
Sinovac jab's efficacy questioned

REUTERS, Jakarta

More than 350 doctors and medical
workers have caught Covid-19 in
Indonesia despite being vaccinated
with Sinovac and dozens have been
hospitalised, officials said, as concerns
grow about the efficacy of some vaccines
against more infectious variants.

Most of the workers were
asymptomatic and self-isolating at
home, said Badai Ismoyo, head of
the health office in the district of
Kudus in central Java, but dozens
were in hospital with high fevers and
declining oxygen saturation levels.

Kudus, which has about 5,000
healthcare workers, is battling an
outbreak believed to be driven
by the more transmissible Delta
variant which has pushed up its bed
occupancy rates above 90%.

Designated as a priority group,
healthcare workers were among

the first to be vaccinated when
inoculations began in January.
Almost all have received the
Covid-19 vaccine developed by
Chinese biopharmaceutical company

the

Sinovac, Indonesian Medical
Association (IDI) says.

While the number of Indonesian
healthcare workers dying from
Covid-19 has dropped sharply
from 158 in January to 13 in May,
according to data initiative group
LaporCOVID-19,  public  health
experts say the Java hospitalisations

are cause for concern.

“The data shows they have the Delta
variant (in Kudus) so it is no surprise
that the breakthrough infection is
higher than before, because, as we know,
the majority of healthcare workers in
Indonesia got Sinovac, and we still
don’t know yet how effective it is in the
real world against the Delta variant,”
said Dicky Budiman, an epidemiologist
at Australia’s Griffith University.

The WHO approved emergency use
of Sinovac’s vaccine this month, saying
results showed it prevented symptomatic
disease in 51% of recipients and
prevented severe Covid-19 and hospital
stays in all of those studied.

Indonesia registered more than 1.9
million infections and 53,000 deaths.

Across Indonesia, at least five doctors
and one nurse have died from Covid-19
despite being vaccinated, although they
might have had co-morbidities.

INTERNATIONAL

Police officers from the national security department escort Apple Daily’s Deputy Chief Editor Chan Pui-man
from the offices of Apple Daily and Next Media in Hong Kong yesterday.

Major banks,
airlines hit
by internet
outages

REUTERS, Sydney

Websites of dozens of
financial institutions and
airlines in Australia and the
United States were briefly
hit by an internet outage
yesterday, after a second
major blackout in little
more than a week.

The Australian outage,
which also affected the
country’s central bank,
was caused by glitches on
the servers of Akamai , an
operator of content delivery :
network (CDN) services :
used in speeding up the
delivery of data-heavy
content, videos and games
to web pages.

The impacted platform
is now up and running, an
Akamai spokesperson said.

Reuters could not :
establish any reason behind :
hour-long disruptions at
major US airlines.

The outages
predominantly in Australia :
on Thursday come little
more than a week after
thousands of government,
news and social media
websites around the world
were hit by a technical issue :
linked to Fastly Inc.

: we have significant cyber

: it,” Biden said in a press
: conference. “He doesn't
: know exactly what it is,
: but it’s significant. If in fact they violate
: these basic norms, we will respond.”

RANSOMWARE ATTACKS

: US President Joe Biden delivered a stern
: warning to Russian leader Vladimir Putin
: over
: from Russia, saying he was prepared to
 retaliate against any more cyber assaults on
! American infrastructure.

ransomware attacks emanating

Speaking after the two leaders’ first

: summit in Geneva on Wednesday, Biden
: said he laid down the line on Moscow not
! taking action against hackers who have
: extorted hundreds of millions of dollars
: from western governments, companies, and
! organisations from the
: safety of Russian soil.

“I pointed out to him

capability and he knows

In a separate press conference following

the three-and-a-half hours of discussions,
: Putin rejected the allegations and insisted
: that the United States itself was behind a

large number of cyberattacks.
But he acknowledged that the issue was

: “extremely important” and said the two sides
: agreed to hold formal consultations on it.

Experts say Russia and neighbouring

: countries have become the hub of what is
¢ called “ransomware-as-a-service,” in which
: different groups work together to hack and
: then export a target, promising to free up
: blocked computers after being paid off.

UsS victims include hospitals, school

¢ systems, police departments, and myriad of

Biden sets red line for Putin

i AFP, Geneva

businesses.

Washington officials don’t believe the
Russian government is directly involved,
but say it harbours hackers that should be
arrested.

The subject was ripe for discussion at the
Geneva summit after Russia-based hackers
hijacked the computers of a major US oil
distribution network, Colonial Pipeline, on
May 7 and demanded millions in ransom.

Weeks later, a different group of Russian
hackers did the same with JBS, one of the
world’s biggest meat processors, which paid
$11 million in bitcoin to regain control of
its IT systems.

Both  hacks  had
significant economic
impact in the United
States: Colonial was
forced to shut down fuel
pipelines, forcing gas
prices to soar, and beef
prices rose as JBS had to curtail production.

Biden has fielded political criticism
domestically for not taking any visible action
in retaliation, though the US military’s
Cyber Command declines to make public
any actions it takes against adversaries.

The US leader said he delivered to Putin
a list of 16 areas of crucial infrastructure
like energy and water that are “off limits”
to attack, drawing a red line for Moscow.

“I looked at him and said, ‘How would
you feel if ransomware took on the
pipelines from your oil fields? He said it
would matter,” Biden said.

“Responsible countries need to take action
against criminals that conduct ransomware
activities on their territory,” Biden said.

“Will they act? We'll find out,” he added.

A Palestinian woman and her children react as Israeli forces demolish their house near Hebron in the Israeli-
occupied West Bank, yesterday. Israel is willing to work towards establishing ties with Southeast Asia’s Muslim
majority nations, its ambassador to Singapore said yesterday. The region’s three Muslim-majority states - Indonesia,
Malaysia and Brunei do not have formal ties with Israel and have repeatedly called for an end to Israel’s occupation
of Palestinian territories and for a two-state solution based on borders before the 1967 war.
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Juneteenth becomes US holiday

The House of Representatives on Wednesday
voted overwhelmingly to create a federal
holiday commemorating Juneteenth, which
until now has been the unofficial fete marking
the end of slavery in the United States. The
bill now heads to President Joe Biden for his
signature. Most US states recognize Juneteenth
as a holiday or officially observe the day,
but the bill passed by Congress would make
Juneteenth the 12th US federal holiday.
Juneteenth National Independence Day is
commemorated on June 19 to celebrate the
day in 1865 when the last enslaved African
Americans learned that they were free.

US SCrejects Republican
challenge to Obamacare

The US Supreme Court yesterday rejected a
Republican bid that had been backed by former
President Donald Trump’s administration to
invalidate the Obamacare healthcare law, ruling
that Texas and other challengers had no legal
standing to file their lawsuit. The 7-2 ruling
authored by liberal Justice Stephen Breyer did
not decide broader legal questions raised in the
case about whether a key provision in the law,
which is formally called the Affordable Care
Act, was unconstitutional and, if so, whether
the rest of the statute should be struck down.
The provision, called the “individual mandate,”
required Americans to obtain health insurance
or pay a financial penalty.

‘Third largest’ diamond found
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CRACKDOWN ON HONG KONG NEWSPAPER

UK, EU condemn raid

REUTERS, London/Brussels

The European Union and Britain yesterday said a police raid on Hong
Kong'’s pro-democracy tabloid Apple Daily showed that China was using a
new national security law to crack down on dissent and silence the media
rather than deal with public security.

Just days after the world’s richest democracies scolded China over
human rights at a Group of Seven summit and the Nato military alliance
warned Beijing over its ambitions, Hong Kong police made dawn arrests of
Apple Daily newspaper executives.

Five hundred Hong Kong police officers sifted through reporters’
computers and notebooks at the daily. Hong Kong Security Secretary John
Lee described the newsroom as a “crime scene” and said the operation was
aimed at those who use reporting as a “tool to endanger” national security.

Western leaders say Chinese President Xi Jinping, 68, is cracking down
on Hong Kong, which Britain handed back to China in 1997, and Western
security officials have expressed apprehension about Xi's next target.

Britain and its allies say the national security law breaches the “one
country, two systems” principle enshrined in the 1984 Sino-British treaty
that guaranteed Hong Kong's autonomy.

Botswanan diamond firm Debswana said
Wednesday it had unearthed a 1,098-carat
stone that it described as the third largest
of its kind in the world. The stone, found on
June 1, was shown to President Mokgweetsi
Masisi in the capital Gaborone. The biggest
diamond ever discovered in the world was
the 3,106-carat Cullinan, found in South
Africa in 1905. The second largest was
1,109-carat Lesedi La Rona -- a diamond the
size of a tennis ball, discovered at Karowe,
northeastern Botswana, in 2015. Botswana is
Africa’s leading diamond producer.

SOURCE: AFP, REUTERS
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