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Hope lost in debt woes
FROM PAGE 12

will keep some rice for my own consumption and sell the 
remaining small portion to buy household necessities and 
meet the cost of cultivating other crops.”

During this conversation, he asked whether this 
correspondent could arrange an interest waiver on his bank 
loans.

Alfaz further said one tonne of dried paddy sold at Tk 
26,000 and moisturised paddy at Tk 23,750, while he was 
harvesting last month.

Kashimpur Beel falls under Godagari upazila of Rajshahi 
and the 16 northern districts in the greater Rajshahi division 
comprise the Barind region.

According to Department of Agricultural Extension (DAE) 
data, out of around 44 lakh farmers in the region, 35,79,118 
or over 81 percent are small and marginal farmers.

While visiting Godagari in late May, this correspondent 
came across farmers harvesting their crop fields. Some were 
cutting late sown paddy, some threshing the harvested 
paddy and winnowing those with locally made machines, 
and some weighing the paddy before transporting those in 
sacks. Others were drying the straws and selling those from 
the field.

Many farmers echoed Afzal’s comments, saying their 
shares of the produced paddy were not sufficient for their 
needs despite good yields. They said it will only help them 
somehow survive but is never enough.

Sohel Rana, a farmer who has no land of his own, 
cultivated Boro on 0.5351 hectares of leased land in 
Sabdipur village.

He said the produce from 0.4013 hectares would be 
spent on paying off debts, labour and transport costs and 
the landowner’s share. He will be able to take home little 
less than the yield of 0.1338 hectares, one fourth of his total 
leased land

Whatever is supposed to be left after paying off everything 
will never be sufficient for his family’s consumption all year, 
and he will have to depend on Aman next to survive.

Several other farmers gave similar statements and said 
their only thoughts were how much paddy they will be able 
to take home. They were trying to recover losses of paddy 
cultivation by selling off the straw, the price of which has 
increased in recent years.

The straw, which never sold above Tk 1,000 per thousand 
small stacks, now sells between Tk 5,000 and Tk 12,000, 
added the farmers.

Agriculturists say small and marginal farmers who have 
to borrow money for cultivation are never able to take home 
more than 20 percent of their paddy.

Sellers of agricultural inputs, rice mill owners and 
middlemen in the rice business provide loans to the farmers 
and they have to pay off their loans with paddy, they said.

“Most of our farmers suffer losses for their inability to 
afford the high expenses of Boro cultivation,” said Prof 
Raihan Habib, agricultural economist of Bangladesh 
Agricultural University.

“They [small and marginal farmers] borrow and while 
repaying, they cannot wait with their produce for a price 
increase. Sometimes, they have to pay off their lenders with 
paddy from the field at lower prices,” said Habib, who also 
oversees paddy farming on more than 28 hectares of the 
university’s land in Mymensingh.

Sirajul Islam, additional director of the Rajshahi regional 
DAE office, said they recorded an average yield of 4.43 tonnes 
of rice on every hectare of land in the hard Barind region of 
Chapainawabganj, Rajshahi, Naogaon and Natore districts 
until early June, with 99.84 percent of the paddy harvested.

“When the harvest season ends by the middle of June, the 
yield will increase,” he said.

This year, the DAE expects more than 16 lakh tonnes of 
rice production from the four districts and a total of 2.5 
crore tonnes of Boro rice across the country.

Lawmaker stages demo
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The MP from Patuakhali-3, taking the floor during the 
discussion on the budget, said he went to his constituency 
with relief materials after the recent cyclone and he had to 
face the people’s wrath.

“The locals do not want relief, they want a permanent 
solution to embankments in their coastal areas,” he said.

Shahjada said other MPs of coastal areas had to deal with 
the similar situation.

At the end of his speech, he put the placard around his 
neck.

Due to cyclone Yaas, around 38 villages of coastal upazila 
Koyra in Khulna went under water after the flood protection 
embankment there was breached in at least 21 points.

The upazila suffered the similar damage during cyclones 
Aila, Sidr, and Amphan.

Every time, hundreds of houses, fish enclosures, 
farmland, roads and other structures got damaged as the 
region became submerged.

Even though locals raised their voices on several 
occasions, there was no solution.

On June 1, when lawmaker of Khulna-6 Akhteruzzman 
went to Dashalia area of Maharajpur union in Koyra, locals 
were mending an embankment. They became  angry seeing 
the MP and at one point hurled mud at him. 

US tops 600,000 Covid
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Governor Andrew Cuomo said.
“It is the national goal, and we hit it ahead of schedule. 

What does 70 percent mean? It means that we can now 
return to life as we know it.”
‘REOPENING DAY’ 

California -- the first US state to enact a stay-at-home order 
just under 15 months ago -- also celebrated its “reopening 
day” Tuesday by lifting almost all pandemic-related social 
distancing and capacity limits.

Bangladesh donates $7.7m
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long dictatorship of Omar Al-Bashir.
The US put Sudan on the list in 1993 

when Bashir’s regime was hosting Osama 
bin Laden in Khartoum.

The Bangladesh government donated 
Tk 65 crore, equivalent to an SDR (Special 
Drawing Rights) of 5.3 million, to Sudan, 
according to a finance ministry press 
release.

SDR refers to an international type of 
monetary reserve currency created by the 
IMF in 1969 as a supplement to the existing 
money reserves of the member countries.

Last year, following a similar IMF 
initiative, Bangladesh provided Tk 8.2 
crore, which is equivalent to an SDR of 0.7 
million, to Somalia.

Bangladesh’s helping hand to Sudan 
comes hot on the heels of its $250 million 
currency swap agreement with Sri Lanka to 
replenish the island nation’s fast-depleting 
foreign reserve and ease pressure on its 
exchange rate. 

“Before, we took on loans. Now, we have 
the capacity to lend,” Finance Minister AHM 
Mustafa Kamal told reporters following 
a meeting of the cabinet committee on 
purchase yesterday.

The purpose of providing the loan to Sri 
Lanka was to build a relationship with the 
country and also get a good return, he said.

The Central Bank of Sri Lanka is expected 
to return the amount to Bangladesh in 
three months at the interest rate of LIBOR 
+ 2 percent. If the tenure goes up to six 
months, the interest rate would be LIBOR 
+ 2.5 percent.

LIBOR, the acronym for London 
Interbank Offer Rate, is the global reference 
rate for unsecured short-term borrowing 
in the interbank market and acts as a 
benchmark for short-term interest rates.

This week, the three-month LIBOR is 
0.13 percent and 0.15 percent.

At present, all of Bangladesh Bank’s 
investments pay less than 1 percent of 
interest.

Indira Gandhi determined
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Commissioner for refugees, denied today to 
have said that conditions were satisfactory 
for the return of refugees to East Pakistan. 
Asked if the UN would guarantee the safe 
return of the refugees, Agan Khan said it was 
very difficult for the UN to give guarantee 
within borders of a sovereign independent 
state. “I can only try in a humanitarian way,” 
he added. 

Earlier, the UNHCR chief called on 
Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. The 
prime minister had explained to him the 
real situation in Bangladesh and the attitude 
of India. She had stressed the problem 
arising out of atrocities and butchery being 
perpetrated in Bangladesh which, she had 
stated, must be stopped to create conditions 
for the safe return of refugees.
SWEDEN STOPS AID TO PAKISTAN

Sweden finally decided to stop development 
aid to Pakistan including fertiliser projects 
for East Pakistan which were undertaken 
after Pakistan’s general election in 
December, 1970. Apart from the economic 
sphere, Sweden’s aid programme included 
family planning projects for East Pakistan. 
Sweden, like other Scandinavian countries, 

was concentrating now on the relief work for 
Bangladeshi war victims.
PAKISTAN ACCEPTS THANT’S 

MEDIATION 

The stage was now set to end the deadlock 
over the repatriation of former deputy 
high commission personnel of Indian and 
Pakistan, respectively from Dhaka and 
Kolkata. This came in the wake of Pakistan’s 
acceptance of the good offices of the UN 
Secretary General U Thant who some time 
ago had been approached by India after 
Pakistan had put the Indian personnel 
virtually under house arrest at Dhaka. 

U Thant was acting through the Swiss 
ambassador to India. The arrangement 
in Kolkata would be like this: A Swiss 
emissary would meet the former personnel 
of the Pakistan deputy high commission 
individually in the presence of an Indian 
and a Pakistani representative. The main 
question the Swiss emissary would ask the 
consulate staff was if any of the persons who 
had switched allegiance to Bangladesh was 
being held without consent.

Shamsuddoza Sajen is a journalist  
and researcher. He can be contacted at 

sajen1986@gmail.com

Wife asks him to be returned
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Talking to journalists at Dhaka Reporters’ 
Unity yesterday, she also sought the prime 
minister’s intervention in tracing his 
husband and three others. 

At the press conference, Sabikunnahar 
said that her husband was innocent and 
did not belong to any political party. 

“Yet, if he commits any crime, please 
show him arrested and try him under the 
existing law… But I just want to know his 
whereabouts,” she appealed. 

She also said, “At least, let us know 
where and how he is now. I request all of 
you to help us.” 

Sabikunnahar said they sent letters 
to the Prime Ministers’ Office and Rab 
headquarters in this regard. 

Adnan, his driver, and two companions 
have been missing since June 10. They were 
returning to Dhaka from Rangpur on that 

day. 
Sabikunnahar said, “My husband was 

on his way to Dhaka and told me that two 
motorcycles were following him and asked 
me to pray for his safe return…but we did 
not find him anymore.” 

The family earlier said they could 
communicate last with Adnan over 
WhatsApp when he shared his location 
that showed he was in Dhaka’s Gabtoli at 
that time. 

When Adnan’s wife was speaking at 
the press conference, his followers formed 
a human chain in front of the Dhaka 
Reporters’ Unity. 

Meanwhile, Home Minister 
Asaduzzaman Khan, at a programme 
in Gazipur, said they heard about the 
disappearance of Adnan and that the law 
enforcers were looking into the matter with 
importance.

EC director among 11 sued
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Integrated office-2, filed the cases with 
Chattogram Integrated office-1 and 
office-2, said the ACC sources. 

DAD Sharif Uddin filed the case 
accusing Khorshed Alam, director of the 
EC head office, Mahfuzul Islam, staff of 
Ramu upazila EC office, Rasel Barua, office 
assistant of Patiya upazila EC office, and 
Mostafa Farque, former technical expert of 
Chattogram EC office. 

DD Shuvash lodged another case against 
Joynal Abedin, office assistant of Double 
Mooring EC office, Nur Ahmed, MLSS of 
Bandarban’s Rowangchhari upazila EC 
office, Naim Uddin, data entry operator 
(temporary) of Teknaf, Obaidullah, and 
Shamsur Rahman, brokers, and Foyaz 
Ullah, and his wife Mahmuda Khatun, a 
Rohingya couple. 

DAD Sharif Uddin told The Daily Star, 
“During an investigation in 2019, ACC 
found that 55,310 persons including several 
Rohingya people had been illegally included 
in voter list using the official laptops of EC. 

“During the primary probe, ACC also 
found an official laptop of EC had remained 
missing for long. While the incident started 
investigating, ACC found seven designated 
laptops of EC were also missing. Though 

the incident was very sensitive, there was no 
frantic effort by the then EC officials to recover 
those devices but three cases were filed in this 
regard from 2009 to 2014,” he added.

The laptops went missing during the 
tenure of Khorshed Alam in Chattogram 
according to the case statement filed by 
ACC.

“However, EC head office had formed 
a probe committee headed by Khorshed 
Alam to investigate how Rohingya 
notorious robber Nur Alam, who was killed 
in a gunfight in Teknaf in 2019, managed 
Bangladeshi NID which was recovered after 
his death,” said DAD Sharif.

The ACC official said, “While probing 
Rohingya Nur Alam’s NID card incident, 
Khorshed Alam technically avoided the 
issue of missing Laptops and submitted 
his report before commission without 
mentioning the name of EC staffers who 
were responsible for stolen laptops.”

But while probing, ACC found that 
Rohingya Nur Alam’s data had been uploaded 
to the EC’s server from a missing laptop.

DAD Sharif said “As the missing incident 
took place in the tenure of Khorshed, he 
tried to save himself and the other accused 
to avoid their responsibilities that time in 
his report.


