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Two of seven candidates

pull out of Iran election

Two days before Iran’s presidential election,
which is expected to be won by an
ultraconservative cleric, two of the seven
men vying for the post pulled out of the race
yesterday. Conservative lawmaker Alireza
Zakani withdrew hours after reformist Mohsen
Mehralizadeh had also thrown in the towel
ahead of Friday’s vote, Iranian media reported.
That leaves five hopefuls in the race, in which
ultraconservative judiciary chief Ebrahim Raisi,
60, is seen as the clear favourite after other
prominent politicians were barred from running.

China to launch first crew

to new space station today

Astronauts blasting off yesterday for China’s first
crewed mission to its new space station will have
a choice of 120 different types of food and “space
treadmills” for exercise, China’s space agency
said. The mission will be China’s longest crewed
space mission to date as Beijing pushes forward
with its ambitious programme to establish itself
as a space power. The astronauts will spend
three months on the Tiangong station, which
has separate living modules for each of them as
well as a shared bathroom, dining area, and a
communication centre to send emails and allow
video calls with ground control. The Long March-
2F rocket that will get them there will lift off at
9:22 am local time (0122 GMT) from the Jiuquan
launch centre in northwest China’s Gobi desert.

Republicans introduce
bill to fire Anthony Fauci

Several Republican lawmakers, eager to blame
a US government official for the response to the
coronavirus pandemic, introduced a bill Tuesday
to fire Anthony Fauci, the face of American efforts
to combat Covid-19. Congresswoman Marjorie
Taylor Greene led a handful of colleagues in
announcing the so-called Fire Fauci Act, which
would reduce the famed infectious disease
expert’s government salary to zero and require
the Senate to confirm someone to fill his
position. Conservatives accuse him of misleading
Americans and providing contradictory advice
on masks and social distancing. The bill is
not expected to receive a floor vote in the
Democratically-controlled House.

New ICC prosecutor vows to
take ‘stronger cases’ to trial

British barrister Karim Khan, 51, took over
as the International Criminal Court’s top
prosecutor yesterday with a pledge to improve
its track record by taking only its strongest
cases to trial. The ICCis handling a number of
sensitive cases, including in the Palestinian
territories and Afghanistan, and members of
the prosecutor’s office were personally targeted
by financial sanctions while Donald Trump was
US president. Khan, 51, took an oath to serve
his nine-year term honourably and impartially
during a ceremony in The Hague. Already
short of resources, the ICCis dealing with 14
full-blown investigations and eight preliminary
examinations. Khan also inherits investigations
opened in countries including Myanmar, the
Philippines and Ukraine.

North Korea’s Kim admits

food situation ‘tense’

Kim Jong Un has admitted that North Korea’s
food situation is “tense’, state media reported
yesterday, sounding the alarm in a country
that suffered a devastating famine in the
1990s in which hundreds of thousands died.
The impoverished country, which is under
multiple sets of international sanctions over
its nuclear weapons and ballistic missile
programmes, has long struggled to feed itself,
suffering chronic food shortages. And last
year the coronavirus pandemic and a series
of summer storms and floods added yet more
pressure on the flagging economy.

SOURCE: AFP, REUTERS
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A helicopter belonging to Nepal army flies past houses hit by flash floods along the bank of Melamchi River during a rescue
mission in Sindhupalchok, Nepal, yesterday. Flash floods triggered by heavy rains washed away a remote mountain camp in
Bhutan on Wednesday killing 10 people and injuring five, while floods in neighbouring Nepal left one person dead and seven

missing, authorities said.
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Tensions boil again
Israel strikes Hamas sites over
fire balloons; woman shot dead
by Israelis in West Bank

AFP, Gaza City

PUTIN-BIDEN GENEVA SUMMIT

Us, Russia to resume
arms control talks

One in five
asymptomatic
patients develop
long Covid
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Israel carried out air strikes on the Gaza Strip early
yesterday after militants in the Palestinian territory sent
incendiary balloons into the south of the country, in the
first flare-up between the two sides since a major conflict
killed hundreds last month.

Tension spilled over to the occupied West Bank, where
the Israeli army said they shot a Palestinian woman after
she attempted to attack soldiers.

The Gaza strikes were the first under the new coalition
government headed by Naftali Bennett, who took over on
Sunday after ousting longtime PM Benjamin Netanyahu.

The uptick in violence came after more than a thousand
Jewish ultranationalist demonstrators bearing Israeli flags
poured into Jerusalem’s flashpoint Old City on Tuesday.
Israeli police fired stun grenades and foam-tipped bullets
to disperse Palestinians from the route. Medics said 33
Palestinians were wounded. at least 17 arrests were made.

According to Palestinian sources, the Israeli air force
targeted at least one site east of Khan Yunis in the south of
the Gaza Strip. The Israeli military said the hit facility was
a “meeting sites for terror operatives” in Khan Yunis. There
was no indication of any casualties.

The military added that it was “prepared for any
scenario, including a resumption of hostilities, in the face
of continuing terror activities from the Gaza Strip.”

Israeli firefighters said the incendiary balloons caused
around 20 fires.

The violence is the first flare-up between Israel and
Palestinian militants since a ceasefire took effect on
May 21, ending 11 days of heavy fighting that killed 260
Palestinians. In Israel, 13 people were killed by rockets and
missiles fired from Gaza.

Both the United Nationas and the United States had
called for restraint before the march, which Bennett's new
government had authorised.

Bosnian woman awarded ‘Green

Nobel’ for fighti

REUTERS, Kruscica

ng to save river

Agree to return respective ambassadors

REUTERS, Geneva

US President Joe Biden and Russian President Vladimir Putin yesterday agreed
at their first summit to resume arms control talks and to return ambassadors
to each other’s capitals after they were withdrawn earlier this year.

The summit at the lakeside Villa La Grange in Geneva lasted less than
four hours - far less than Biden’s advisers had said they expected.

The scheduling of separate news conferences meant there was none of
the joviality that accompanied a 2018 meeting between Putin and Biden's
predecessor, Donald Trump. There was also no joint meal.

Putin, 68, who was first to brief reporters, said the meeting had been
constructive, without hostility.

He also said Russia and the United States shared a responsibility
for nuclear stability, and would hold talks on possible changes to their
recently extended New START arms limitation treaty.

But he showed little appetite for compromise on a range of other
issues, dismissing Washington’s concerns about the arrest of opposition
figurehead Alexei Navalny, about Russia’s increased military presence
near Ukraine’s eastern border, and about US suggestions that unidentified
Russians are responsible for a series of cyber-attacks in the United States.

The Kremlin leader said Washington and Moscow would start
consultations on cybersecurity, adding that most cyber-attacks on Russia
came from the United States.

Arms control is, however, one domain where progress has historically
been possible despite wider disagreements. In February, Russia and the
US extended for five years the New START treaty, which caps the number
of strategic nuclear warheads they can deploy and limits the land- and
submarine-based missiles and bombers to deliver them.

The talks were also attended by US Secretary of State Antony Blinken
and Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov.

AFP, Washington

Almost a fifth of Covid
patients without symptoms
went on to experience
conditions consistent with
long Covid a month after
their initial diagnosis,
according to a huge study
published Tuesday.

The analysis by non-
profit FAIR Health
encompassed insurance
claims from 1.96 million
Americans -- the largest
population of patients ever
studied for long Covid
-- from February 2020 to
February 2021.

“Long Covid” refers to
symptoms of the disease
that persist more than
four weeks after being
diagnosed.

The study found
that across all ages, the
most common post
viral conditions were in
order of frequency: pain,
breathing difficulties,
high cholesterol, general
discomfort and fatigue, and
high blood pressure.

The odds of dying 30
days or more after initially
being diagnosed with
Covid were 46 times higher
for patients who were
hospitalized with Covid
and discharged compared
to those who weren't

Most long Covid
conditions were associated
more with females than
males. A quarter of all
such cases occurred among
individuals aged 19-29.

The causes of long Covid
remain unknown.

Maida Bilal endured being beaten and
harassed when she spent more than 500
days guarding the site of a planned mini
hydropower plant on Bosnia’s Kruscica
River with a team of women from her
village before the building permits were
annulled.

That battle in central Bosnia may have
been won back in December 2018, but she
is still on the frontline in the fight against
other proposed plants across the Balkan
country and has now been honoured with
a so-called “Green Nobel”.

The 40-year-old was the named
European winner of the 2021 Goldman
Environmental Prize, that honours
grassroots environmental pioneers from
six regions around the world.

“We have defended the river for 503
days, physically 24 hours a day,” Bilal
told Reuters. “If needed, we'll guard her
for another 5,300 days.”

In the summer of 2017, the villagers
prevented heavy machines from

o —h

crossing a wooden bridge on the route
to the building site, saying the project
would ruin the environment.

She said they endured an attack by
police who she says forcibly moved them
for violating public peace and order.

But they fought on till the permits
were revoked a year and a half later.

“I lost my job, I lost my friends, my
daughter was bullied in school,” Bilal, a
trained economist, said. But she said it
was worth the fight.

The virtual prize-giving ceremony
hailed the winners: “These everyday
heroes demonstrate the power of
grassroots activism in the fight to protect
our planet.”

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

Pubali Bank Securities Limited a subsidiary of Pubali Bank Limited is
seeking to recruit Traders/Authorized Representatives.

Position
No. of Post: 12 (Twelve)

: Traders/Authorized Representatives

For details, please visit
https://www.pubalibangla.com/career.asp
https://www.pubalibangla.com/ps/index

Interested candidates who fulfill the requirements may apply by
July 08, 2021. Only short-listed candidates will be called for interview.
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PUBALI BANK SECURITIES LIMITED

(A SUBSIDIARY OF PUBALI BANK LIMITED)
Head Office, A-A Bhaban (7th Floor), 23 Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000
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