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mangrove forest, 
Sundarbans, is expanding 
and the number of tigers 
has already increased there.

She also said the 
reserve of carbon in the 
Sundarbans has increased 
from 106 million tonnes in 
2009 to 139 million tonnes 
in 2019.

“Actually the Sundarbans 
is expanding. The number 
of tigers has risen,” she said 
in a scripted answer. 

Hasina, also Leader of 
the House, mentioned 
different steps taken by 
the government to save 
the Sundarbans and its 
biodiversity.

She said there were 106 
tigers in the Sundarbans, 
according to the tiger census 
conducted through camera 
tracking in 2015. But the 
number rose at 114 as per 
the 2018 tiger census, she 
added. 

The premier said the 
numbers of trees and tigers 
have increased due to the 
government’s measures and 
strengthening the forest 
management. 

Considering the shortage 
of manpower of the forest 
department, an initiative 
is being implemented to 
create some more posts for 
protection and preservation 
of the Sundarbans, said 
Sheikh Hasina.
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accounts. Subsequently, Asaduzzaman collected various 
documents from the workers to open their salary accounts.

Once the accounts and ATM cards were prepared, these 
were sent to Asaduzzaman for delivery to the account 
holders. But he didn’t give the ATM cards to the customers, 
but handed over these to Al Amin Babu in exchange of 
money. Babu credited the collected cards with Tk 20,000, 
according to DB.

While debiting the money from the ATM, Babu 
contacted Rony, an IT officer at DBBL. The journal that was 
created by the ATM booth against the account during the 
withdrawal was changed by the IT officer before going to 
the storage server.

Rony disconnected the ATM booths operated through 
the ESQ ATM monitoring software with the journal storage 
server just before the withdrawal. Due to the disconnection 
of the software, the journal generated during the ATM 
booth withdrawal is not credited to the server.

Following this, Rony converted the ‘successful’ message 
into an ‘unsuccessful’ message, so even if the message later 
goes to the journal server, it is no longer considered as a 
successful message. In other words, even after withdrawing 
money from the booth, the message comes as unsuccessful.

The DB official said that Babu, meanwhile, called 
the DBBL hotline as planned and complained that he 
tried to withdraw money from the ATM booth but did 
not receive the money. Following the complaint, the in-
charge of DBBL verified the reliability of the complaint. 
When the concerned officer saw that the card was inserted 
in the ATM booth to withdraw money but the journal 
was ‘unsuccessful’, the officer adjusted the balance in the 
account in response to the complaint.

The ring has been embezzling money this way since 
2018, the DB official said.

The DB official said they arrested Rony’s wife as they 
found a hefty amount of money in her bank account.

Mosiur Rahman, vice-president of DBBL, told The 
Daily Star that Rony joined the bank in 2010 and has been 
working at its ADC Division. In 2018, they first noticed 
such type of misappropriation.

Asked, he said Rony came to the office two months ago 
for the last time.

The DBBL official said that they have filed a case with 
Motijheel Police Station in this connection.
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“How will lawmakers provide the list? The 
finance minister is in charge of the Ministry 
of Finance. He should provide the list of 
money launderers.” 

The JP lawmaker said, “Every audit report 
has the information -- how irregularities 
and corruption are taking place in 
different sectors. The finance minister can 
get information about who is smuggling 
money from there.” 

Pointing to media reports, he said, in 
the 2017-18 fiscal, there was corruption 
of at least Tk 1,000 crore in purchase of 
equipment in the health sector.

He called upon the health minister 
to take actions against corrupt persons 
involved in the health sector. 

“At least let our conscience be awakened 
during this time of Covid-19. Catch these 
corrupt people. Ensure treatment of people. 
We want to ensure Covid-19 vaccination 
for people,” he also said. 

Speaking on the proposed budget, BNP 
MP Mosharof Hosen strongly criticised 
the government for making an additional 
secretary OSD (official on special duty) on 
June 6 for making public the price of vaccine. 

“Coronavirus vaccines are being 
purchased with people’s money; people 
have the right to know the price. It is sad 
that an officer was made OSD for this.”  

Jatiya Party MP Sayed Abu Hossain Babla 
also lambasted the health minister for his 
failure to stop widespread corruption in the 
health sector. 
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Jakir Hossain, Maulana Anowar Hossain 
and Maulana Anisur Rahman.

After hearing, the magistrate took the 
case into cognisance and recorded the 
complainant’s statements on Tuesday.

The court also directed Police Bureau of 
Investigation (PBI) to investigate the case 
and submit a report to it by July 17.

According to case documents, in 

October last year, around 250 people, led 
by 33 of the accused, illegally gathered near 
Al Madrasatu Mueenul Islam in the capital. 
At one stage, they stormed into the madrasa 
and looted cash and valuable documents.

On October 13, the accused attacked 
teachers of the madrasa and some guardians 
with iron rods, sticks, sharp weapons and 
bamboo, and snatched away their money 
and phones, the complainant said.
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be named -- said the dealer instructed them not to sell 
soybean oil unless customers bought lentils and sugar. He 
declined to mention the dealer’s name, nor did he provide 
their phone number.

The same situation was observed at Jamal Khan Road 
and New Market areas. However, OMS trucks were not 
found in many areas, including Chawkbazar, Anderkillah, 
Muradpur and Bibirhat yesterday.

Contacted, Jamal Uddin Ahmed, TCB regional head at 
Chattogram, said although OMS service would stop today, 
it will resume in the near future.

Asked about customers’ allegations, he said all dealers 
were strictly instructed to not sell packages of multiple 
goods.

“We instructed dealers to sell any item available in the 
truck. But I received complaints from customers that in 
many areas, dealers were selling three items as a package. 
Many customers are being refused if they want to buy 
individual items,” he said. 

“We are looking into the issue.”
“If the allegation is found to be true, we will cancel their 

dealership,” he added.
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arrested on charge of conspiracy to carry out sabotage by 
torching buses during Hefajat demonstrations on March 28.

Earlier, law enforcers learned of a phone call record 
circulating on social media where BNP standing committee 
member Gayeshwar Roy’s daughter-in-law Nipun is heard 
ordering to torch buses. Two cases were later filed with 
Jatrabari and Hazaribagh police stations in this connection.
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mostly remained closed 
amid the pandemic, said 
Shahadat Hossain, a 
member of the alliance.

At present, about 30,000 
to 40,000 migrant workers 
are waiting for flights to 
Saudi Arabia, he added.

He said increased ticket 
price made it difficult 
for recruiting agencies to 
bear the cost. Indirectly, 
the burden falls on the 
shoulders of migrant 
workers.

Earlier, the government 
announced about 1.20 lakh 
doses of Covid-19 vaccines 
for migrant workers but 
those could not be used. 
One reason was the age 
limit of above 40, said 
Fakhrul Islam, another 
member of the alliance. 

Most migrant workers 
intend to go abroad are 
aged between 21 and 40, he 
said, stressing for bringing a 
change to the age limit for 
vaccinating migrant workers.

Fakhrul also said Saudi 
Arabia’s requirement 
does not include Chinese 
vaccine while Bangladesh 
has about six lakh doses of 
such vaccine at its reserve at 
present.

If necessary, Bangladesh 
can negotiate the matter 
with Saudi Arabia, he 
added.
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When it reached near Secretariat link road around 
12:45pm, police barricaded the road and resisted them.

Samajtantrik Chhatra Front President Al Kaderi Joy said, 
“Our demands are reopening educational institutions and 
vaccinating all students.”

Tuition fees of students should be waived during the 
pandemic, he further said.

He added that the government should scrap the decision 
of imposing 15 percent income tax on private universities 
and private medical colleges.

On March 17 last year, the government closed 
all educational institutions to contain the spread of 
coronavirus. It led to cancellation of exams and left 
academic calendars in disarray. The government extended 
the closure to June 30 this year.
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establishments, but we will 
need a few more months 
to demolish all 74,” Gulzar 
told this correspondent.

The structures razed 
include a five-storied, a 
three-storied, three two-
storied, and four single-
floor buildings, eight 
tin-sheds, and six half-
completed structures.

The cadastral survey done 
in 1924 and the revised 
survey done in 1973 clearly 
show the 6.5km-long old 
channel of the Buriganga 
split into two flows 
separating Kamrangirchar 
and Jhau Char from Dhaka 
city, BIWTA officials said.

The channel started 
to disappear after the 
government built a power 
substation and a hospital 
in the 1980s, after which 
unauthorised structures 
were built there, said locals.

Chattogram Development Authority removes a barrage on the Chaktai canal in the port city, to ensure 

better drainage. As waterlogging became a worry once again at the onset of monsoon in Chattogram city, a 

decision was reached on Monday by city authorities to remove all barrages set up on the city’s canals for the 

Chattogram Development Authority (CDA) mega project. The co-ordination meeting was presided over by city 

mayor Md Rezaul Karim Chowdhury where CDA chair M Jahirul Alam Dovas assured that all the barrages will 

be removed by the end of the month. PHOTO: RAJIB RAIHAN


