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Fishermen of 
Gohala river being 

driven out by 
influentials

AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU

A group of fishermen who have been 
fishing in the waterbody of Gohala river 
at Shahzadpur upazila in Sirajganj for 
generations has alleged that they are 
not able to fish in the river as a section 
of non-professional fishermen backed 
by the influential quarter is fishing 
there ousting them. 

Fishermen belonging to 
Ramakantapur Fishermen Cooperative 
Society alleged that they have not been 
able to catch fish in the waterbody for 
the last four years, which is the only 
source of their income.

Deprived fishermen of Ramkantapur 
Fishermen Cooperative Society, 
however, submitted application to local 
administration for getting lease of the 
waterbody. 

Officials of the Fisheries Department 
claimed that the dispute between the 
two groups of fishermen is causing the 
trouble. 

Kartik Haldar, secretary of 
Ramkantapur Fishermen Cooperative 
Society, said that the fishermen 
belonging to this registered organisation 
have been catching fish from the 
waterbody since the establishment 
of the organisation in 1972 and they 
continued to do so till 2017 (Bangla 
1423). 

Later, the waterbody was leased 
to a Rautara Boropara Fishermen 
Association, an organisation of non-
professional fishermen, for 1424 to 
1426 Bangla year depriving the real 
fishermen in the village, he alleged.

“Backed by influential ruling party 
men, a group of non-professional 

fishermen took possession of the 
waterbody while the real fishermen 
in the village have been deprived of 
the opportunity to catch fish in the 
waterbody,” Kartik also said. 

Ramkantapur Fishermen 
Cooperative Society repeatedly 
submitted application to the local 
administration for getting lease of the 
water body for 1427 to 1429 Bangla 
year while two other organisations 
also submitted the same applications 
but nobody was given the lease. The 
real fishermen are being barred from 
catching fish in the waterbody by the 
influential people, said, Uttam Kumar 
Haldar of the cooperative society. 

“Over five hundred people of the 
fishermen families are dependent on 
Gohala river, they are living in hardship 
due to lack of work,” Uttam Haldar also 
said. 

Md Shahed Ali, Sirajganj district 
fishery officer said that there is a long-
standing dispute among the fishermen 
community for taking possession of the 
waterbody in the village. 

“Giving lease of the water body is an 
administrative decision in which the 
local fishery office has nothing to do in 
this regard,” Shahed Ali said.

The waterbody sprawling over 
214.36 acre of Gohala river is the source 
of many local varieties of fishes where 
the Department of Fishery has set a safe 
haven for fish farming. 

While visiting the area recently, this 
correspondent, however, found most of 
the fishing boats in the area were kept 
stranded while a few people were found 
catching fish from the waterbody but 
most of them were not locals.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Putting lives of students, teachers 
and others in danger, low-grade 
deformed bars are being used in 
the construction of a government 
educational institution in Juri 
upazila.

Education Engineering 
Department (EED) under the 
education ministry is spending Tk 
15 crore to construct an academic 
building and an administrative 
building for Taimush Ali Technical 
School and College in Bhabanipur 
area of the upazila.

Contractor firm Western 
Engineering and MN Enterprise (JV) 
started construction of the buildings 
in 2018 after getting work order from 
the authorities concerned. According 
to the work order, the contractor 
is supposed to use only 60-grade 
metal deformed bars (rods) in the 
structures of both buildings. 

The deadline for completing the 
work was extended after the initial 
deadline expired in a year and a half. 

Currently, work is underway to 

construct the roof above the second 
floor of the academic building and 
the roof above the third floor of the 
administrative building. 

The use of lower-grade deformed 
bars was discovered by two EED 
officials -- Deputy Assistant Engineer 
(DAE) Afzal Hossain, stationed in 
Barlekha upazila, and DAE Abu Sayed 
Mohammad Rahi, in Juri upazila 
-- when they found a stockpile of 
around 12 to 13 metric tonnes of 
poor quality rods at the site during 
their visit on May 23. 

The officials left the site after 
directing the contractor to remove 

the rods from the site without any 
delay. But during their visit on May 
25, some low quality rods were 
found again, piled up on the second 
floor of the academic building. 

Asked, Ataur Rahman, a supervisor 
for the contractor, claimed that his 
workers brought the low-grade rods 
inside the building by mistake when 
he had to step out of the construction 
site. 

Abu Sayed Mohammad Rahi, 
the DAE in Juri upazila, confirmed 
that the contractor firm has been 
practising deception to use low-
grade rods in the construction of the 
educational institution and it did 
not remove the substandard rods 
from the site despite their repeated 
directives. 

Barlekha DAE Afzal Hossain said 
that after finding evidence of using 
poor quality rods at the site, they 
have already ordered the contractor 
to stop the work. 

They informed their higher 
authorities of the anomaly and await 
instruction for further action to this 
effect, he added.

Contractor using 
substandard rod in 

college building

One of the two under-construction buildings of Taimush Ali Technical School and College in Bhabanipur area of 

Juri upazila in Moulvibazar. The contractor has been found to be using below par rod in the construction of both 

buildings of the institution.

The use of lower-grade de-
formed bars was discovered 
by two EED officials -- Deputy 
Assistant Engineer (DAE) 
Afzal Hossain, stationed in 
Barlekha upazila, and DAE 
Abu Sayed Mohammad Rahi, 
in Juri upazila

OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Bandarban

A six-year-old child and 
a middle-aged woman 
of Mro community died 
of diarrhoea hitting the 
death toll to eight in 
remote Kurukpata area 
of Bandarban’s Alikadam 
upazila.

The deceased were 
identified as Pyring Mro, 
6, and Songfu Mro, 40, 
of Mangrum Para, said 
Kratpung Mro, chairman of 
Kurukpata union parishad.

They died on Monday, 
said the chairman. 

“In the span of five days, 
eight people, including a 
child and a woman have 
died of diarrhoea and 
more than 200 have been 
affected in some remote 
areas of Kurukpata union”, 
the chairman said.

The deceased were from 
remote Mangrum Para, 
Menu Para and Sonabi Para 
areas of Kurukpata union, 
the chairman added.

Dr Aung Swi Prue 
Marma, civil surgeon of 
Bandarban, said, “Three 
of our medical teams are 
working in Kurukpata 
union to provide medical 
services to the patients.”

“We have information 
that six people died of 
diarrhoea in different 
remote paras of Kurukpata 
union”, said the civil 
surgeon.

Lt Colonel Manjurul 
Hasan, Alikadom Zone 
Commander of the 
Bangladesh Army, said “A 
medical team went to the 
remote areas by helicopter 
on Monday to provide 
treatment to diarrhoea 
affected people.”

2 more die of 
diarrhoea in 
Bandarban, 
200 affected


