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“Recommending for a male person with the 
excuse of religious reasons also disrespects 
freedom fighters, by demanding to hand 
the duty to a lesser important junior 
official,” she added. 

In addition, this also neglects women 
by treating them as a person having no 
stature and status, which completely goes 
against everything that the government 
has taken as its policy towards gender 
equality, she further said. 

Naripokkho founder member Shireen 
Huq termed the recommendation a 
“strange demand”, and said, “At a time 
when we’re thinking that women should 
be included in every sector, a group of 
people having patriarchal mindsets are 
trying to exclude them using various 
excuses.”

“Even if they consider namaz-e-janaza 
and guard of honour the same, they cannot 
make such strange demands, because we 
have seen many women, including myself, 
take part in janaza and nobody forbade 
them.”

“I have never imagined that lawmakers, 
who are educated enough, can make such 
a recommendation in 2021, and I am 
really ashamed of their statement,” she 
added. 

Manusher Jonno Foundation (MJF) 
executive director Shaheen Anam 
expressed a similar concern. 

She said, “It is a very discriminatory 
attitude towards a government officer, and 
we totally reject this.”

“We are fighting for equality, which 
must be guaranteed as per the constitution. 
After 50 years of independence, there 
must be no such recommendation that 
goes against the spirit of the liberation 
war, constitution, and women’s 
empowerment,” she said. 

Bangladesh Mahila Parishad (BMP) 
also in a written statement expressed their 
anger over the issue. 

It said, “There is no such thing as 
women UNO in Bangladesh.”

“Women are appointed as UNO after 
passing competitive exams. Creating such 
division and discrimination is totally 
unconstitutional,” said the statement 
signed by BMP president Dr Fauzia 
Moslem and general secretary Maleka 
Banu. 

Leading rights body Ain o Salish Kendra 
(ASK) in a statement also expressed their 
shock in reaction to the matter, and asked 
lawmakers to be more gender-sensitive 
while taking any actions or making any 
recommendation.

“Such proposal is contradictory 
to the article 19 (3), 27 and 28 and 
the government’s position on women 
empowerment. Besides, it is also not 
consistent with the government’s women 
development policy and SDG-5 (gender 
equality),” it said.

Workers Party president and 
lawmaker Rashed Khan Menon yesterday 
in parliament also lambasted the 
recommendation made by the committee, 
and said such recommendation is 
tantamount to humiliation of women who 
sacrificed their lives and were subjected to 
rape during the Liberation War. 

“Such humiliation towards the 
country’s women cannot be accepted,” he 
said while participating in the discussion 
on the proposed budget for the 2021-2022. 

On the other hand, Ekattorer 
Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Committee in a 
separate statement also expressed grave 
concern over the issue and said that the 
consequences of such recommendation 
will be dire for the government, the society, 
and the nation as a whole.
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different media including The Daily Star in 
this regard. 

In the petition, the organisation sought 
necessary directives from the HC to protect 
people of Tripura community in the area. 

It said in the petition that the local 
administration is totally silent about 
taking any action against the culprits who 
are illegally and arbitrarily grabbing the 
homestead of the helpless Sonaichhari 
ethnic Tripura families with the help of 
local administration, politically powerful 
persons and other influential vested 
quarters. 

The aggrieved persons had gone to 
the offices concerned for several times 
for making complain, but none of the 
authorities recorded their case. 

Around 75 Tripura families have been 
residing there, the petition said, adding 
that they are very poor and belong to 
minority community. They have no other 
place to go. 

Lawyers ZI Khan Panna, Syeda Nasrin 
and Md Shahinuzzaman appeared for the 
petitioner, while Deputy Attorney Generals 
Arobinda Kumar Roy and Bipul Bagmar 
represented the state during virtual hearing 
of the petition.  Punish those
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Referring to Pori Moni, Harun said she has 
been seeking justice for four days following 
attempted rape and assault. “Media has 
published news in this regard. Is it false?” 
questioned the BNP MP. 

“The home minister is not in parliament. 
I want to draw his attention to this. Persons 
involved in this incident must be brought 
to justice,” Harun said. 

Meanwhile yesterday, detectives said 
they will take immediate steps against 
Bashundhara Group MD if Gulshan police 
seek help in a case filed against him on 
charge of abetting suicide of a young 
woman. 

Harun or Rashid, joint commissioner 
(North) of Detective Branch of Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police, said this while replying 
to a query after arresting five persons from 
Dhaka’s Uttara area, following a case filed 
by Pori Moni with Savar Police Station.

“Yes, we arrested many, including 
Mamunul Haque (former Hefajat leader), 
within shortest possible time. We take 
immediate steps whenever an investigation 
officer of a case requests or requisitions us 
to arrest someone,” Harun said.

“We will take steps immediately in the 
case, if Gulshan Police requisition in the 
case filed against Anvir,” he said replying to 
a query.  
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Quoting Japanese ambassador in Dhaka as saying, Anwarul 
said a famous Japanese company has shown interest to 
invest in the automobile industry. 

Anwarul further said once the policy is implemented, 
local automobile industries in cooperation with 
international brands would be able to manufacture cars 
at a lower cost. 

Yesterday, the cabinet also gave the final approval to the 
draft of the Delimitation of Constituencies Bill, 2021.

It will replace an ordinance of the military regime, he 
said, adding that no major change was brought to the draft 
law. 

The cabinet also approved a proposal for accepting 
the membership of Organization of Islamic Country’s 
(OIC) Women Development Organisation (WDO), its 
ratification and signing in the WDO Statute. 

Anwarul said WDO works in the OIC states to ensure 
rights and empowerment of women.  

Two members 
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identified a gang while investigating the case and 
conducted drives to  arrest the members from June 12 
[Saturday].” 

“Roaming different  districts, the gang’s agent first 
collected transaction data from bKash  agents.”

 “Later, they phoned the account holders, introducing 
themselves as bKash representatives from the 
organisation’s call centre,” the DC said. 

ADC Rauf said, “Hamid is the agent, and Mithun is the 
gang leader.” 

The group mainly targeted busy areas like EPZ or 
places with low-income  population, as it is easy to get 
their information, he said.

Police will interrogate the arrestees after taking them 
into remand, he added.

Nur, 3 others
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On September 21 last year, a DU student filed the case 
with Kotwali Police Station, accusing six persons including 
Nur of rape, abetting rape and shaming her on social 
media. 

A day before, she filed another case with Lalbagh Police 
Station, bringing almost similar allegations. Police are 
investigating the case. 

In the first case with Lalbagh Police Station, the 
complainant mentioned Mamun as the prime accused, 
alleging that he raped her in his Lalbagh home on January 
3. 

She also claimed that she was in a relationship with 
Mamun and that he promised to marry her. 

In the second case, Nazmul was made the prime 
accused. According to the case statement, Nazmul took 
her to Chandpur on February 9 that year, saying he would 
patch things up between her and Mamun. 

As she did not find Mamun there, she requested him to 
take her back to Dhaka. 

On their way back, Nazmul raped her in the launch, the 
case statement said. 

In both cases, the complainant alleged that Nur and 
three others -- in the name of arbitration over the matter 
-- “threatened her of character assassination through posts 
on social media”.
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