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OxrorD OF THE EasT
A moniker

that couldn't
ring hollower

PARTHA PRATIM BHATTACHARJEE
and ASIFUR RAHMAN

Zyma IsLam It has long been debated
whether it is true that

As the Covid-19 crisis continues to unfold in border districts, with some Dhaka University is the

put under lockdown to slow down transmission, major hospitals in those “Oxford of the East”.

districts totter due to a shortage of frontline doctors and nurses.

Those understaffed hospitals have been grappling with an increased
number of coronavirus patients for the past several days.

Take Natore district hospital for an example.

The 50-bed Covid unit at the hospital was struggling to tackle the rush
of patients yesterday with five doctors and 10 nurses. Two days earlier,
there were only three doctors and three nurses there. Two doctors and
seven nurses were brought in as the flow of patients went up significantly.

Those 15 healthcare professionals, however, will be split into two
groups. One group will work for 14 days at a stretch while the other group
will be in quarantine for that period. That leaves the Covid unit with only
seven to eight healthcare professionals at any given day.

That's not the whole story. Those professionals will work in three eight-
hour shifts -- morning, evening and night.

This is for a hospital where 88 percent of its Covid beds were filled as
of yesterday morning.

The positivity rate in the district was 34 percent as of Sunday, shows
data from the Director General of Health Services (DGHS).

“We are managing but if the situation gets worse, I don't know what
to do. We are sending one or two critical patients to Bogura every day.

Former education
minister Nurul Islam Nahid
once said “this is just a
saying”. A few others also
endorsed Nahid's remark.

Some academicians think
the term “Oxford of the
East” is used to glorify the
successes in the university’s
early days.

The Quacquarelli
Symonds World University
Rankings 2022, released
last week, placed Dhaka
University (DU) in the
801-1,000 bracket while
the University of Oxford in
the UK was in the second
position among 1,300
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¢ highest in the last one and a half months -- and 54 deaths

their attempt to rape and murder her.

A team of detectives conducted a raid at a
house in Uttara Sector-1 and made the arrest
after Savar police sought help from Dhaka
Metropolitan Police in this regard, said Harun
or Rashid, joint commissioner (North) of
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The samples were sent  :  “Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina asked the local
to Birdem Hospital and the : administrations not to take any chances... They will
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arrested along with yaba tablets, foreign liquor and beer from the flat, the
official said.
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Railway now seeks
deadline extension

TuHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY

Two MPs blast
corruption in
bureaucracy
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The BR, which has scrapped one of the projects
expiring this month, wants to extend the timescale
Lawmakers Rashed Khan Menon and The Bangladesh Railway’s abysmal track record in  for 19 of them beyond June, said a top official of
Rumeen Farhana speaking in parliament project implementation will continue for a while, the state agency on condition of anonymity to
yesterday slammed corruption among it seems. speak candidly on the matter.
bureaucrats and harassment of common The state-run agency, which started getting Usually, with the extension of the deadline
people and journalists by them. sizeable allocations after decades of neglect when comes the increase in project costs. For now, only

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s brave the Awami League-led alliance assumed power in a couple of the 19 projects would be seeking cost
initiatives to tackle the Covid-19 pandemic | 2009, is now soliciting an extension for about half revision, said another BR official.
have been unsuccessful because of a group | of the projects it is implementing. While experts pinned poor planning owing to
from the military, civil bureaucracy, and At present, the BR has 41 projects under its wings  weak feasibility studies, lack of accountability and
rich individuals close to the government, involving about Tk 142,193.2 crore. skilled manpower, and vested interests for the slow
they told in parliament. Of the 41 projects, two were taken on board progress, the global coronavirus pandemic, which

BNP’s Rumeen Farhana elected from the | recently and 24 of them should be done and has retarded the normal course of events everywhere,
reserved seats for women in parliament dusted -- by June. has given the railways ministry the ammunition to
launched the blistering attack on But, as things stand, only four are on course to  push for a wholesale revision of the projects.
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Without maintaining
physical distancing,
people gather to buy
and sell vegetables at
the kitchen market in
the capital’s Karwan
Bazar. Hardy any was
wearing mask. It is
an everyday affair

in the market and it
happens at a time
when the Covid-19
situation has turned
worrisome across the
country. The photo was
taken around 6:30am
yesterday.




